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From left, a B-1B Lancer, a B-2 
Spirit and a B-52 Stratofortress fly in 
formation to honor and commemorate 
the 8th Air Force’s 75th anniversary Feb. 
2 near Barksdale Air Force Base, La. 
The B-1 and B-2 are likely to fly into the 
2030s, but the B-52 isn’t scheduled for 
retirement until 2050.
SAGAR PATHAK/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

BY CLAUDIA GRISALES 
Stars and Stripes

   WASHINGTON — Despite questions 
over a ballooning U.S. deficit and other 
funding dramas, the 2019 military bud-
get proposal out Monday is poised to win 
support on Capitol Hill, experts say.

The Pentagon released a plan seeking 

a 10 percent increase in funding, asking 
Congress for $686.1 billion next year to 
grow the size and might of the military, 
primarily in response to China and Rus-
sia’s growing capabilities.

Experts say that with a deal  in 
place to bust statutory spending lim-
its and Congress invested in military
SEE BUDGET ON PAGE 7

Cold War-era B-52 on track to outlive younger bombers

 BY ROBERT BURNS

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The B-52, which people have 
called “aging” for ages, is likely to outlive its young-
er, snazzier brother bombers, the swing-wing B-1 
and the stealthy B-2.

Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson announced 
Monday that her service will begin retiring the B-1 
and B-2 fleets as soon as it has built enough B-21s, 
the next-generation bomber that is on the drawing 
board and is expected to begin entering service in 
the mid-2020s. The pace of retirement will depend 
on how quickly the B-21 is acquired.

An Air Force spokeswoman, Ann Stefanek, said 
the B-1 and B-2 are likely to keep flying into the 
early 2030s.

The B-52 is expected to soar past those time-

lines, remaining part of the combat force until 
mid-century.

Aware of the political ramifications of any change 
in the structure of the bomber force, Wilson said 
the number of bomber bases will not shrink.

“If the force structure we have proposed is sup-
ported by the Congress, bases that have bombers 
now will have bombers in the future,” Wilson said. 
“They will be B-52s and B-21s.”

SEE RELEVANT ON PAGE 2

Experts say Pentagon’s 2019 budget headed for receptive audience on Hill  
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Officially nicknamed the Stra-
tofortress and informally known 
as the Big Ugly Fat Fellow, the 
B-52 gained lasting fame in 
Vietnam as an aerial terror. It is 
scheduled to stay in service until 
2050, assuming its gets planned 
upgrades, including new engines. 
In its 2019 budget request Mon-
day, the Air Force asked for $280 
million for B-52 upgrades.

Boeing built eight models of 

the B-52 between 1952 and 1962. 
There are 75 planes left, split be-
tween Minot Air Force Base, N.D., 
and Barksdale Air Force, La. No 
longer the saturation bomber as-
sociated with the Vietnam War, 
the B-52 had been updated and 
adapted to a range of combat mis-
sions. It has been used extensively 
in the war in Afghanistan as well 
as in the air campaign against Is-
lamic State in Iraq and Syria.

Just last week, a B-52 pum-
meled a Taliban site in northern 

Afghanistan.
“The aircraft has played a lead-

ing role in Air Force operations 
for decades, and was recently 
reconfigured with a convention-
al rotary launcher to increase 
its reach and lethality,” the U.S. 
military said in announcing the 
Afghanistan attack.

The B-1 has an unusual history. 
It was initially developed in the 
1970s, cance led and then revived 
by President Ronald Reagan. It 
originally was designed for either 

nuclear or conventional attack 
but is now strictly for non-nuclear 
combat.

The B-2, the world’s first radar-
evading bomber, was developed 
in secrecy by Northrop (now 
known as Northrop Grumman) 
in the 1980s and was initially best 
known for its stunning price tag 
of more than $1 billion per air-
craft, of which 21 were built.

The Air Force now has 20 B-2s, 
all based at Whiteman  Air Force 
Base, Mo., and 62 B-1s at several 

bases, including Dyess Air Force
Base, Texas.

Relevant: With upgrades, Stratofortress securely in USAF’s plans through 2050

MILITARY

Delivery in S. Korea
Lunar new year celebra-

tions will affect delivery of 
Stars and Stripes in South 
Korea this week.

The editions for Thursday 
and Friday will be delivered 
on Saturday.

 BY JERRY HARMER

Associated Press

U-TAPAO AIR BASE, Thai-
land — Thailand and the United 
States downplayed the presence 
of a Myanmar military officer at 
the opening Tuesday of the larg-
est annual joint military exercise 
in Southeast Asia.

Myanmar’s military has been 
accused of  human rights violations 
in its crackdown on the Rohingya 
Muslim minority, who have fled 
by the hundreds of thousands to 
 Bangladesh. U.S. lawmakers had 
demanded Myanmar’s exclusion 
from the exercise.

“The truth is Myanmar is not a 
participant nation,” U.S. Ambas-
sador to Thailand Glyn T. Davies 
told reporters at in the Cobra Gold 
exercise in eastern Thailand. 

“They’re not part of the exercis-
es here.” He did not explain the 
Myanmar officer’s attendance.

Thai Gen. Thanchaiyan Srisu-
wan acknowledged inviting 
Myanmar to the opening ceremo-
ny. However, Myanmar’s flag was 
not flown at the ceremonial open-
ing. It’s believed the Thais invited 
Myanmar to send three person-
nel though only one appeared to 
be attending.

In Washington last week, both 
Republican and Democratic 
members of Congress criticized 
the invitation to Myanmar. Ari-
zona Sen. John McCain, the Re-
publican chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, told 
The Associated Press “militar-
ies engaged in ethnic cleansing 
should not be honing their skills 
alongside U.S. troops,” a refer-

ence to accounts of atrocities 
committed by Myanmar troops.

A U.S. statement said 11,075 
servicemembers from 29 coun-
tries are taking part in this year’s 
exercise, with Thailand, the U.S., 
Singapore, Japan, South Korea, 
Indonesia and Malaysia the seven 
main participants. It said the aims 
of the exercise are to enhance 
security cooperation, develop 
peacekeeping forces and main-
tain readiness for humanitarian 
aid and disaster relief missions.

The exercise includes hu-
manitarian components, such as 
evacuation drills, as well as tradi-
tional military exercises such as 
amphibious landings. Disaster re-
lief has assumed a high profile in 
recent years, especially after the 
2004 Indian Ocean tsunami that 
killed 230,000 people in 14 coun-

tries. Multinational forces mobi-
lized for relief efforts after that 
crisis, as they did again on a more 
limited scale after 2008’s Cyclone 
Nargis devastated Myanmar, kill-
ing upward of 130,000 people.

Davies, in an indirect reference 
to such crises, told reporters that 
“It’s very important that every-
one from around the region have 

an eye on what’s happening here
and to some extent to be part of it, 
but I’ll come back to what I said 
earlier that Burma is not a par-
ticipating nation.” Burma, the old
name for Myanmar before it was 
changed by the country’s previ-
ous military government, is still 
used by the governments of the 
U.S. and several other nations. 

US, Thailand limit talk of 
Myanmar at Cobra Gold

SAKCHAI LALIT/AP

From left, U.S. Ambassador to Thailand Glyn T. Davies; Thailand’s 
chief of defense forces, Gen. Thanchaiyan Srisuwan; and Lt. Gen. 
Lawrence Nicholson, III Marine Expeditionary Force  commanding 
general,  join hands  at the opening ceremony of the  Cobra Gold 
2018 joint exercise at U-tapao Air Base in  Thailand, on Tuesday . 
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BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 Nearly half of NATO allies are 
still not on track to meet defense 
spending goals, falling well short 
of an alliance pledge that also has 
become a U.S. demand for all 29 
members.

Based on current spending pro-
jections, Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said Tuesday that he 
expects 15 allies to spend at least 
2 percent of their gross domestic 
product on defense by 2024. In 
2014, NATO agreed that within 10 
years all members would hit the 
spending target.

“What we have seen so far is a 
good start, but we still have a long 
way to go,” Stoltenberg said at a 
news conference in Brussels that 

came ahead of a meeting Wednes-
day of NATO defense ministers.

In 2018, eight allies are expect-
ed to reach the 2 percent bench-
mark, up from just three in 2014, 
Stoltenberg said.

However, for Washington, the 
failure of many European coun-
tries to dedicate more resources 
to defense or lay clear plans for 
reaching spending goals has long 
been a political flashpoint. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has made the 
issue the focal point for his deal-
ings with NATO, frequently call-
ing out allies for their spending 
shortcomings and suggesting that 
U.S. commitment to the alliance 
hinges on members boosting their 
defense investments.

Last year, Defense Secretary 

Jim Mattis, during his first visit to 
NATO headquarters, put the U.S. 
demands in stark terms.

“America will meet its respon-
sibilities, but if your nations do not 
want to see America moderate its 
commitment to this alliance, each 
of your capitals needs to show sup-
port for our common defense,” 
Mattis said in February 2017.

On Wednesday, Mattis will be 
back in Brussels, where defense 

spending again will be on the 
agenda. Much focus will likely 
be on Germany, Europe’s eco-
nomic power, which still  spends 
only a little over 1 percent of its 
GDP on defense.  

Still, Stoltenberg highlighted 
the progress on defense spending 
in recent years, noting that allies 
have stopped their cuts and have 
begun gradually increasing their 
budgets.

NATO allies aside from the U.S. 
have added $46 billion to defense 
budgets in the last three years,
Stoltenberg said. European allies
and Canada also have invested $19 
billion more on major equipment
during that same time, with 22 al-
lies expected to invest 20 percent
or more of their defense budgets
on major capabilities by 2024.

“This should lead to significant
improvements to our forces and
their readiness,” Stoltenberg said.

However, pressure will remain
on NATO to ramp up spending 
across the board, which is a drum 
Stoltenberg said he still continues
to beat.

“We have to deliver,” he said.
vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

BY MARTIN EGNASH

Stars and Stripes

 TALLINN, Estonia — Most 
people wouldn’t leave a $40 mil-
lion vehicle outside under a foot 
of snow, but most people don’t 
have to. 

The Ohio Air National Guards-
men maintaining their F-16 
fighter jets amid a northern 
Baltic winter do have one small, 
Soviet-era hangar, scheduled for 
demolition, that they use spar-
ingly. Normally, they keep their 
planes out on the flight line.

“You have to work a little slower 
and make sure everything is ready 
and safe, but it hasn’t taken away 
from our training,” said Senior 
Master Sgt. Tim Golden.

 Seven fresh pilots have joined 
the 300 Air Force personnel who 
are midway through their busy 
deployment practicing dogfight-
ing above the Baltic Sea as part 
of the U.S. Theater Security Pack-
age. The mission brought 12 F-16 
fighter jets to Estonia’s Amari Air 
Base to train with NATO allies 
and partner nations in support of 
Operation Atlantic Resolve.

The jets have been flying an av-
erage of about 60 missions every 
week. NATO has had an air-polic-
ing mission over the three small 
Baltic nations — which don’t have 
fighter jets — since 2004.

The Midwestern men and 
women working here are no 
strangers to wintry weather mis-
sions, though they say Estonia is 
significantly icier than back home.  
One reason the weather hasn’t 
been too bad for them is the Esto-
nian de-icing equipment, which is 
hailed as the “best in NATO” by 
the airmen. 

“It’s really impressive to watch 
them clear away ice and snow,” 
said Golden, who described the 
synchronized movements of the 
de-icing vehicles as “watching an 
opera.”

The deployment is not all work 
and cold, though. Due to the lack 
of facilities at Amari Air Base, 
the airmen are staying in swank 
but affordable hotels in downtown 
Tallinn, where they get the op-
portunity to see the old town, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. 

“The old town is the main place 
where everyone goes after work,” 
Staff Sgt. Devon Childress said. 
“It’s just a few minutes away and 
has some amazing sights, great 
food and a lot to do.” 

So far, several of them have 
thoroughly enjoyed the local deli-
cacies, such as freshly caught 
salmon, beet and apple salad, and 
the heavy use of dill seasoning, he 
said. 

The local drink of choice, Vana 
Tallinn, a rum-based liqueur that 
tastes like cinnamon, has gone 

down less 
smoothly for 
the Ameri-
cans, Chil-
dress said. 
“It’s too sweet 
for American 
taste buds, but 
it’s something 
you have to 
try when you 
come here.” 

The Ameri-
cans have 
also seen the 
former Soviet 
submarine 

base nearby and medieval castles 
that belonged to Teutonic Knights 
from the 13th century. 

“It’s important that the airmen 
get out and explore the area,” 
Golden said. “The one thing you 
don’t want is to have 300 (airmen) 
sitting around bored with noth-
ing to do. That’s when something 
(bad) happens.”

Theater Security packages like 
this took shape after Russia’s an-
nexation of the Crimean Peninsula 
in 2014. Since then, contingents of 
airmen have spent similar quick 
deployments elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe. This is the first security 
package to bring F-16s to Estonia. 

The local servicemembers 
are happy to see the U.S. airmen 
bringing so much firepower to aid 
their defense, Golden said. 

“You can tell they are very sup-
portive of us being here,” Golden 
said. “They know why we are here 
and why it’s so important that we 
have a forward presence in the 
region.” 
egnash.martin@stripes.com
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes

EUROPE

NATO struggles to meet US spending demands
‘ What we have seen so far is a good start, 
but we still have a long way to go. ’

Jens Stoltenberg
NATO secretary-general

Ohio Guardsmen deploy on wintry weather mission in Baltics

PHOTOS BY MARTIN EGNASH/Stars and Stripes

Ohio Air National Guardsmen de-ice an F-16 at  the Amari Air Base in Amari, Estonia, on Tuesday , above, 
and  clear snow from the flight line, below.

‘ You can 
tell they 
are very 
supportive 
of us being 
here. ’
Senior Master 

Sgt. Tim 
Golden

Ohio Air National 
Guard
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  BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes

American servicewomen re-
ceive “below average” reproduc-
tive health coverage compared 
 with that of their counterparts  in 
the armed forces of many other 
countries, according to a study re-
leased Tuesday by a pro-abortion 
group.

In particular, access to abortions 
by U.S. women in uniform is far 
more limited compared with that 
of those who serve in almost two 
dozen countries that researchers 
rated “exceptional,” from Canada 
and the United Kingdom to Nepal, 
Turkey and South Africa. 

The study was published by Ibis 
Reproductive Health, a nonprofit 
research organization whose web-
site says it promotes increasing 
access to safe abortion as well as 
“expanding contraceptive access 
and choices” and “comprehensive 
sexual and reproductive health 
services.”

Based on complete data re-
ceived from 31 countries and 
partial data from eight others, re-
searchers found that 25 countries  
fully covered abortion services for 
their servicewomen. Among other 
countries rated exceptional were 
Denmark, France, Norway, Por-
tugal, Israel, Singapore, Australia 
and New Zealand.

The Defense Department’s 
military health system covers 
abortions only in the cases of rape, 
incest or when a pregnant wom-
an’s life is in danger. That cover-
age became available with the 
inclusion of the so-called Shaheen 
Amendment in the 2013 National 
Defense Authorization Act.

Servicewomen seeking an abor-
tion for any other reason must 
use civilian facilities at their own 
expense.

A study published in the fall in 
the journal Perspectives on Sexu-
al and Reproductive Health found 
that in some cases, the U.S. mili-
tary’s restrictive abortion policy 
has had negative effects on ser-
vicewomen’s health, careers, fi-
nances and emotional well-being.

Abortion has been legal in the 
United States since the Supreme 
Court’s landmark 1973 Roe v . 
Wade decision, but states can and 
do restrict it to varying degrees.

The new research was under-
taken to “situate the U.S. military’s 
abortion policy within the global 
context,” said Jane Seymour, a co-
author of the study and a project 
manager at Ibis.

The research was done in col-
laboration with Advancing New 
Standards in Reproductive Health 
at the University of California-San 
Francisco.

The survey was conducted from 
August 2014 through February 
2016. Countries were deemed eli-
gible for the survey if women had 
an active role in the armed forces 
and if the nation had “liberal or 

liberally interpreted abortion 
laws, defined as permitting abor-
tion for economic or social reasons 
or upon request,” the study said.

“We knew the context in the U.S. 
military, but we did not have a full 
understanding of what militaries 
worldwide from countries with 
liberally interpreted laws looked 
like,” Seymour said.

“I think the takeaway from this 
is that the U.S. has one of the larg-
est militaries in the world, includ-
ing 200,000 female active-duty 
servicemembers,   but it really is 
out of step with the majority of 
other militaries in the world from 
countries where abortion is widely 
legal. It’s out of step with the poli-
cies of those militaries.”

Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Lithu-
ania, Montenegro, Greece, Bul-

garia and 
Belgium 
also were  
rated below 
average.

About 30 
countries 
eligible for 
the survey, 
including 
China, Japan, 
South Korea, 
Taiwan and 
Vietnam, 
did not pro-
vide usable 
data. India 
provided 
incomplete 
data and did 
not receive a 
ranking.

“We be-
lieve these 
data indicate 

that providing access to and cov-
erage of contraceptives and safe 
abortion is really in line with what 
other countries are doing and 
that the U.S. should be doing the 
same,” Seymour said.

The study also found that of 
the 32 countries providing data 
on deployments, 66 percent of 
them required deployed women 
to return to their home country 
for abortion services.

About half the 39 countries 
surveyed provide full public 
funding for abortions for civil-
ians. That funding correlates 
strongly with the availability of 
abortion coverage in the armed 
forces of those nations.

The report recommends that 
the Defense Department’s health 
system policy be amended to in-
clude coverage for abortion and 
that military treatment facilities 
be allowed to perform the pro-
cedures. In the absence of that 
change, the study recommended 
that the Defense Department es-
tablish abortion referral and sup-
port guidelines for servicewomen 
who will need to seek the proce-
dure outside the military system.
olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlson

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes

 RAMSTEIN-MIESENBACH, 
Germany — Americans living in 
the Kaiserslautern area of Ger-
many didn’t have to go far Tues-
day to experience the crazy side of 
German culture during Fasching.

Ramstein-Miesenbach threw 
its 67th annual Fasching parade, 
capping what’s known as carnival 
season in Germany with a grand 
display of elaborate floats, march-
ing bands and costumed revelers.

The parade, sponsored by the 
Bruchkatze Carnival Association, 
is the biggest in the Westpfalz area, 
with about 1,000 participants.

Americans in the crowds that 
lined the streets of the village 
outside of Ramstein Air Base said 
they came for the unique German 
experience.

“We just want to do what the 
locals do,” said Army spouse Jen 
Crawford, who was at the parade 

with friends and their children, 
wearing a green and blue wig. 
“We try to get out and do whatever 
we can. Where else can you dress 
up in wacky costumes?”

And there was plenty of wacky. 
Jesters with painted faces danced 
in the streets throwing candy 
and spinning noisemakers, and 
marching bands were — curiously 
— dressed in ponchos and som-
breros. One group, presumably 
a gardening club, wore watering 
cans upside down on their heads 
with a space cut out for their faces. 
The “Bike for Peace and New En-
ergies Kaiserslautern” group rode 
funny bikes, tooted horns and in-
cluded someone wearing a Donald 
Trump mask.

Will McKee, 12, an American 
 who was using his day off from 
school wisely, fit right in wearing 
a pink Whoopee cushion costume 
ordered from Target. His sister, 
Kayla, 8, was dressed as a cat. The 
McKees and their friends, who 

staked out a place curbside, didn’t 
hesitate in stating their goal for
the parade: “The candy!”

Candy and confetti rained down
throughout the hourlong specta-
cle. “Candy landed on my head,”
said one boy dressed as Batman.

There were flying bags of pop-
corn and, for the adults, samples of 
a drink that tasted like a Bailey’s
Irish Cream milkshake. Groups
pulled beer wagons, beverages
that surely helped with the danc-
ing and singing along to songs like 
“Macarena” before thousands of 
strangers. 

Also raining down were Fasch-
ing greetings of “Ralau!, Helau!”
and something that sounded like
“Hi-Hopp!” 

Among the U.S. parade par-
ticipants were the Ramstein Fire
Department, the Roller Girls of
the Apocalypse and the U.S. Air
Forces in Europe Band.
svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @stripesktown

 BY MATTHEW M. BURKE 
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Former Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev is backing Okinawa’s 
fervent anti-base movement, ac-
cording to the southern island pre-
fecture’s oldest daily newspaper. 

A recent report in the Ryukyu 
Shimpo — widely seen as having 
an anti-U.S. military slant — said 
the Nobel laureate sent a written 
message to the publication late 
last month that was addressed to 
the people of Okinawa. 

The message from Gorbachev, 
who led the Soviet Union until its 
dissolution in 1991, was not print-
ed in its entirety and could not 
be independently verified. How-
ever, a summary published by 
the newspaper promoted nuclear 
disarmament and showed support 
for protesters fighting the reloca-
tion of air operations from Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma to 
Camp Schwab. 

“I have argued against the use 
of military force in resolving in-
ternational disputes,” Gorbachev 
said, according to the report. 

“From this perspective, I have 
invariably supported the struggle 
against military expansion in Oki-
nawa by the people of Okinawa, 
and I will support it from here on
out.”

The message did not elaborate 
on how Gorbachev planned to 
back the anti-base demonstra-
tors, who for decades have been
dedicated to expelling American
forces from the island. Crime, 
pollution and aircraft safety are 
among their chief concerns.
 burke.matt@stripes.com

Gorbachev against US bases on Okinawa

MILITARY

Study: DOD health 
coverage for women 
below par globally

Americans experience Germany’s 
wacky culture at Fasching parade

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Air Forces in Europe Band entertains  spectators at the 67th annual Ramstein-Miesenbach 
Fasching parade Tuesday  in Germany.

‘ [The new 
research 
was 
undertaken 
to] situate 
the U.S. 
military’s 
abortion 
policy 
within the 
global 
context. ’
Jane Seymour
co-author of the 

study
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 BY MATTHEW LEE

Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — The Trump 
administration, increasingly con-
cerned that the 74-strong coali-
tion it cobbled together to destroy 
 Islamic State  is losing sight of 
the prime objective, pressed its 
partners Tuesday to refocus their 
efforts, overcome rivalries and 
concentrate on the task at hand: 
the eradication from Iraq and 
Syria of the extremist group.

The alarm U.S. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson sounded at 
a coalition gathering in Kuwait 
came  as the fight reached  a critical 
moment and the mission shif ted  
from offensive military operations 
to stabilization.

Distractions are adding up, such 
as Turkey’s fighting with U.S.-
backed Kurdish rebels in Syria 
and intensifying anti-American 
rhetoric from Turkish leaders. 
Meanwhile, renewed spillover 
from Syria’s civil war, including 
hostilities between noncoalition 
actors — Iran, its proxies in Syria 
and Israel — risk creating a new 
conflict in an already crowded 
battle space.

“The end of major combat op-
erations does not mean we have 
achieved the enduring defeat of 
ISIS,” Tillerson told the meeting 
in Kuwait City .

“ISIS remains a serious threat 
to the stability of the region, our 
homelands and other parts of the 
globe,” he said. “Without contin-
ued attention and support from 
coalition members, we risk the 
return of extremist groups like 
ISIS in liberated areas of Iraq 
and Syria and their spread to new 
locations.”

Tillerson announced that the 
United States would contribute 
an additional $200 million “to fur-
ther support critical stabilization 
and early recovery initiatives in 
liberated areas of Syria,” bringing 
Washington’s total contribution 
to humanitarian efforts to nearly 
$7.9 billion since the conflict in 
Syria began in 2011.

It was not immediately clear 
how that money would be distrib-
uted. Tillerson reaffirmed that the 
U.S. “would maintain a conditions-
based and ISIS-focused military 
presence in Syria” that would in 
part continue to train local secu-
rity forces.

U.S. officials said the thrust of 
Tillerson’s message was that “eyes 
have to be on the prize” and any-
thing that hinders ISIS’ defeat will 
impair broader objectives such as 
a political transition in Syria that 
ultimately leads to an end of the 
war and blunts Iranian behavior 
throughout the region.

 Rising tensions between the U.S. 
and NATO ally Turkey over Turk-
ish military operations against the 
Syrian Kurds are a primary con-

cern. Tillerson will end his five-
nation swing through the region 
in Ankara on Friday after stops in 
Jordan and Lebanon. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan ramped up his criticism 
of the U.S. on Tuesday, reacting 
angrily to reports that the Trump 
administration has proposed a 
boost in funding to Syrian Kurd-
ish militia in its proposed budget 
for the next fiscal year. 

Erdogan also took aim at com-
ments from U.S. commanders in 
northern Syria who said any at-
tack on them or Kurdish partners 
would be met with force.

“To those who say, ‘If they hit 
us, we will respond with force,’ it 
is clear that they have never expe-
rienced the Ottoman slap,” Erdo-
gan said. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM

 Bloomberg

U.S. forces killed scores of 
Russian contract soldiers in 
Syria last week in what may be 
the deadliest clash between citi-
zens of the former foes since the 
Cold War, according to a U.S. of-
ficial and three Russians famil-
iar with the matter.

More than 200 mercenaries, 
mostly Russians fighting on behalf 
of Syrian leader Bashar Assad, 
died in a failed attack on a base 
and refinery held by U.S. and U.S.-
backed forces in the oil-rich Deir 
el-Zour region, two of the Rus-
sians said. The U.S. official put the 
death toll at about 100, with 200 to 
300 injured.

The Russian assault may have 
been a rogue operation, under-
scoring the complexity of a con-
flict that started as a domestic 
crackdown, only to morph into a 
proxy war involving Islamic ex-
tremists, stateless Kurds and re-
gional powers Iran, Turkey and 
now Israel. Russia’s military said 
it had nothing to do with the at-
tack, and the U.S. military accept-
ed the claim. Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis called the whole thing 
“perplexing” but provided no fur-
ther details.

“Coalition officials were in 
regular communication with Rus-
sian counterparts before, during 
and after the thwarted, unpro-
voked attack,” U.S. Col. Thomas F. 
Veale, a military spokesman, said 
in a statement. “Russian officials 
assured coalition officials they 
would not engage coalition forces 
in the vicinity.”

The offensive began about  5 

miles east of the Euphrates River 
deconfliction line late on Feb. 7, 
when adversaries fired rounds and 
advanced in a “battalion-sized dis-
mounted formation supported by 
artillery, tanks, multiple-launch 
rocket systems and mortars,” 
Veale said. No fatalities were re-
ported on the coalition side, and 
“enemy vehicles and personnel 
who turned around and headed 

back west were not targeted.”
The government in Damascus 

called the U.S. action “barbaric 
aggression” and a “war crime.”

The death toll from the incident, 
already about five times more than 
Russia’s official losses since it en-
tered the war in 2015, is still ris-
ing, according to one mercenary 
commander. He said by phone on 
condition of anonymity that doz-

ens of his wounded men are still 
being treated at military hospitals 
in St. Petersburg and Moscow.

Many of the Russians killed 
or injured were veterans of the 
Ukraine conflict, according to 
Alexander Ionov, the head of a 
Kremlin-funded organization that 
fosters ties to separatists who has 
fought alongside pro-Assad forces 
in Syria. It’s not clear who was 

paying the soldiers of fortune —
whether it was Russia directly; its
allies in the war, Syria and Iran; 
or a third party.

Reports in local media have said
 Wagner — a shadowy organization
often referred to as Russia’s an-
swer to Blackwater, the U.S. mili-
tary company now called Academi
— was hired by Assad or his allies
to guard Syrian energy facilities 
in exchange for oil concessions.

There’s a refinery in Deir el-
Zour that once funded Islamic
State operations that’s now “cru-
cial” to Assad’s plans to finance 
the reconstruction of Syria once a
peace deal is reached, according 
to Yury Barmin, a Middle East an-
alyst at the Russian International
Affairs Council in Moscow. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry
seemed to refer to the refinery in
its statement about the attack, ac-
cusing the U.S. of using its “illegal
presence” in Syria as an excuse to
“seize economic assets” instead of 
fighting terrorists.

Vladimir Frolov, a former Rus-
sian diplomat and lawmaker who’s
now an independent political 
analyst in Moscow, said the clash 
marked the first such armed ex-
change between the two powers
since the Vietnam War.

“This is a big scandal and a rea-
son for an acute international cri-
sis,” Frolov said. “But Russia will 
pretend nothing happened.”

President Vladimir Putin’s
spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, de-
clined to comment on reports that
Russian nationals were killed in
Syria, saying the Kremlin  tracks 
data on only the country’s armed
forces. 

US urges anti-ISIS coalition to refocus

US Syria strikes killed scores of Russian fighters

BY COREY DICKSTEIN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — An American drone attack 
Saturday in eastern Syria destroyed a pro-regime 
tank after it shot at U.S.-backed anti-Islamic State 
forces and their American military advisers. It 
was  the second “self-defense” strike in recent 
days, a top general said Tuesday.

An MQ-9 Reaper destroyed the T-72 tank oper-
ated by forces backing Syrian President Bashar 
Assad. It  had approached the Syrian Democratic 
Forces fighting the remnants of ISIS along the 
Euphrates River, said Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Harrigian, 
U.S. Air Forces Central commander. He declined 
to identify  which group the Russian-made tank 
belonged to, saying it was likely from the same 
pro-Assad unit that attacked an SDF headquarters 
element on Feb. 7 in eastern Syria.

“We were doing normal operations — getting 
back after ISIS and ensuring our area was secure 
— when we saw the tank took a shot at us. … We 
again executed self-defense rules of engagement,” 
Harrigian said of the Saturday attack. “That is 

something we always have the right to do.”
The strike Saturday was the only  recent re-

ported attack against SDF fighters by pro-regime 
forces following the Feb. 7 artillery and tank as-
sault by the same group. U.S. ground command-
ers ordered a massive response to that assault 
— which included several hundred pro-regime 
fighters — tasking F-15E fighters, B-52 bombers, 
AH-64 attack helicopters, MQ-9 Reaper drones, 
AC-130 gunships and ground-based artillery to 
bombard the attackers, H arrigian said. 

The general declined to say how many bombs 
were used in that three-hour counterassault, 
which eventually drove away the pro-regime forc-
es, destroying several of their tanks and artillery 
pieces.

He warned against pro-Assad or other forces 
targeting U.S.-backed groups or American mili-
tary advisers .

“It should be crystal clear to anyone that’s going 
to attempt to prosecute an attack on us that it will 
be a very long day for them,” H arrigian said.
dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC

In second ‘self-defense’ strike in 
week, US destroys pro-regime tank

‘ The end of major combat operations does not mean 
we have achieved the enduring defeat of ISIS. ’

Rex Tillerson
U.S. secretary of state
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Navy seeks 7 percent budget hike
2019 BUDGET

Marine Corps eyes boost in end strength

AF boost would help fight global threats

Army would 
increase its
active force

BY NIKKI WENTLING

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON – The Marine Corps 
would get a 1 percent boost in end strength 
under the Pentagon’s budget proposal re-
leased Monday, accounting for 1,100 of 
about 15,000 active-duty servicemembers 
that would be added in fiscal 2019 if Con-
gress approves the plan.

The request was made as part of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s budget proposal for 
fiscal 2019, which includes more than $686 
billion for the Department of Defense. 
Pentagon budget documents emphasized 
the need for stable and predictable fund-
ing after operating through the current fis-
cal year under stop-gap funding measures 
that limited spending to 2017 levels.

The Marine Corps — part of the Depart-

ment of the Navy 
budget — would 
grow its ac-
tive-duty force 
from  185,000 to 
186,100. The Re-
serve component 

would remain the 
same at 38,500. 

The Navy would grow 
by 7,500 sailors.

About 54 percent of the Marine Corps’ 
fiscal 2019 budget would go toward person-
nel — the key asset of the U.S. military’s 
crisis reaction force.

The proposal states the increases are 
needed in order to “deter aggression” and 
respond to emerging security threats, in-
cluding terrorist groups, disease and natu-
ral disasters.

In addition to the modest increase to 
Marine Corps end strength, the proposal 
would provide a boost to the service’s air 
defense. Under the plan, the Marine Corps 
would receive 20 new F-35s and   eight CH-
53K helicopters.

The fiscal 2019 budget proposal comes as 
Congress is  working on a deal for the cur-
rent fiscal year. The Pentagon is currently 
operating  with a funding plan — the fifth 
since the 2018 year began Oct. 1 — and by 
March 23 will need another funding mea-
sure in place to keep the government open. 
Pentagon funding documents said Monday 
the series of temporary funding measures 
“contributes to the erosion of our military 
advantage.”

 wentling.nikki@stripes.com
Twitter: @nikkiwentling

BY CLAUDIA GRISALES 
Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The Air Force said 
Monday that a proposal to boost its annual 
budget in 2019 by  $10 billion  will help ac-
celerate the service’s readiness and 
modernization efforts in the face 
of new global threats. 

Under the $156.3 billion 
plan, the Air Force would see 
a 2.6 percent pay increase 
proposed for all servicemem-
bers, boost its  military force 
by 4,700 to 506,200 and grow 
its  bomber force for its new 
B-21 Raider Fleet .

The budget will help the service meet 
the demands of the new National Defense 
Strategy, which last month  said the U.S. is 
in a  national security race against China 

and Russia and faces emerging threats 
from North Korea and Iran. 

“The United States now faces a more 
competitive and dangerous international 
security environment than we have seen 

for generations,” Air Force Secretary 
Heather Wilson said in an over-

view of the  2019 fiscal year re-
quest. “The Air Force must 
build a more lethal and ready 
force.” 

The request is part of an 
overall budget proposal re-
leased by  President Donald 

Trump’s administration Mon-
day.  Some 2019 budget figures were 

leaked in recent weeks, but specific spend-
ing requests for each of the services were 
released to Congress on Monday.

On Friday, lawmakers reached a  deal to 

lift statutory spending limits for defense 
and non defense spending. That budget-cap 
deal  sets a spending guide  but doesn’t  ap-
propriate the money. 

For now, the Pentagon, like the rest of the 
government, is operating off a temporary 
funding plan — the fifth since the 2018 
fiscal year began Oct. 1 — and by March 
23 will need another funding measure in 
place to keep the government’s lights on. 

Friday’s deal lifts a $549 billion budget 
cap for defense spending in 2018 to $629 
billion and puts  $71 billion in a war ac-
count known as  Overseas Contingency 
Operations , for a total of $700 billion. The 
2019 plan lifts a $562 billion budget cap to 
$647 billion and puts  $69 billion in the war 
fund for a total of $716 billion. 
grisales.claudia@stripes.com
Twitter: @cgrisales

BY COREY DICKSTEIN 
Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The Army wants to 
grow its active force by 4,000 soldiers and 
speed up modernization programs for key 
warfighting platforms as it seeks to regain 
its “eroded” battlefield advantage over po-
tential foes including Russia and China, ac-
cording to  2019 budget request documents.

President Donald Trump’s budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2019, released Mon-
day, included a $182 billion request for the 
Army that adds troops and seeks to  field 
upgraded tanks, armored fighting vehicles 
and artillery systems more quickly than 

 planned.  It’s a reversal 
from recent budget re-

quests that deferred 
modernization pro-
grams to focus on 
rebuilding units’ 
combat readiness. 
“The Army is at 

a deflection point,” 
David Welch, the Army’s 

deputy budget director, said Monday. “We 
can no longer afford to defer maintenance. 
We must expand capabilities and we must 
develop new ones.”

The service intends to pour $32.1 billion 
into procurement of  weapons systems and 
research and design for future programs, 
a $4.2 billion increase over its request for 
2018. The 2018 budget has yet to be enacted 
by Congress, leaving the Defense Depart-
ment largely operating at fiscal year 2017 
 levels.

The Army for several years chose to focus 
its funds  on training for soldiers, but with 
the emergence of “great power competi-
tion” with rivals such as Russia and China, 
the Pentagon is now asking it to update its 
technology to  be decidedly better than that 
of any potential enemy.

“Over the past several years under con-
strained budgets, the Army endeavored to 
balance, but ended up prioritizing near-
term readiness over modernization,” Welch 
said. “With our FY19 request … the Army 
more robustly addresses its modernization 
needs, strengthening our formations with 
superior capabilities” than those of Russia 
or China.

The  modernization money would fund 
long-term projects like the Army’s program 
to develop its next generations of helicopters
and combat vehicles and to upgrade its com-
munications networks. It would speed up
the procurement of upgraded M1 Abrams 
tanks, M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicles and 
M109 Paladin self-propelled howitzers. 

 The budget request seeks to add 4,000 
soldiers to the Army’s active-duty force,
which would bring the service to 487,500 . It 
does not request increased end strength for 
 the Army National Guard or the Reserve,
which would bring the service to  1,030,500
soldiers. The request would add 4,000  sol-
diers to its active force each year until 2021,
when it would reach 495,500 .

The new troops would primarily fill 
existing gaps in brigade combat teams,
Army Secretary Mark Esper told Stars 
and Stripes. However, the increase in force
strength will also help the service build its 
new Security Force Assistance Brigades.

The Army plans to add three of the spe-
cialty  units designed to train, advise and
assist indigenous military partners such 
as the Afghan or Iraqi security forces next
year, according to the documents. The
Army  has one SFAB built and another in its
initial stages.
dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC

BY DIANNA CAHN

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — After playing two 
years of readiness catch-up, the Navy 
wants to expand its strength and fighting 
capabilities in fiscal year 2019 to meet the 
demand for a “more lethal, resilient and 
agile force,” the Navy said in the presiden-
tial budget request released to Congress on 
Monday.

The Navy seeks $151.4 billion, along 
with $13.7 billion for Overseas Contin-

gency Operations, 
a sharp increase 

over the $7.17 
billion for the 
war fund for 
2018. The re-
quest is $12.6 
billion above 

fiscal year 
2018 — a 7 per-

cent increase. 
Procurement has the sharpest rise, at 

more than $8 billion, and personnel costs 
are up by more than $2 billion. The request 
will allow the Navy to build 10 warships 
and eight support vessels to bring the ship 
count to 299; add 7,500 active-duty per-
sonnel to reach 335,400; and add 120 new 
manned and unmanned aircraft.

The budget request includes a five-year 
growth projection, with Navy active-duty 
manpower climbing to 344,800 by 2023; 
construction of 111 vessels including 54 

warships; and 655 new aircraft. 
 Rear Adm. Brian Luther, deputy as-

sistant secretary of the Navy for budget, 
described the demands on America’s sea 
services around the globe as laid out in the 
new National Defense Strategy. The Navy 
and Marine Corps are being called upon 
to meet an “increasingly complex security 
environment” fraught with growing com-
petition, particularly in the maritime do-
main, where shipping traffic represents 90 
percent of global trade, he said  Monday.

Luther described the emergence of  great 
power competitors and unconventional 
forces, state and non state actors and hu-
manitarian demands on the Navy like the 
triple  punch of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma 
and Maria  last fall.

Luther showed a map of the world  with 
hundreds of lines depicting international 
undersea cables that carry 99 percent of 
international data transmissions; natu-
ral and oil resources dotting shores and 
waterways; global shipping channels and 
emerging  lanes where ice caps are melt-
ing; international conflict zones or hot 
spots; and military bases. 

“Trade, information resources and free 
access to all are critically important to the 
continued prosperity of the global econo-
my,” he said.

Under the 2019 budget, the Navy says 
it can sustain 11 aircraft carriers and 33 
large amphibious ships that serve as the 
fleet’s foundation. It will take possession 
of two nuclear attack submarines, four 

littoral combat ships, one expeditionary 
fast transport ship, one expeditionary sea 
base, one amphibious assault ship and two 
destroyers. One nuclear attack submarine 
will be retired.

The request for $21.9 billion for ship-
building includes funding for two Virginia-
class submarines, one of which will include 
the modernized Virginia Payload Module 
missile launch tubes; three DDG 51 Ar-
leigh Burke destroyers that will include 
air and missile defense radar; two oilers; 
an expeditionary sea base; and a towing, 
salvage and rescue ship. It also includes 
the procurement of the last littoral combat 
ship, and will serve as a bridge to sustain 
private shipbuilders until the Navy can 
begin construction of its replacement, the 
 FFG(X) frigate, Luther said  Monday.

The budget proposes $19.1 billion for 
aircraft acquisition that includes more 
than $11.7 billion for combat aircraft. The 
request more than doubles the number of 
F-35C aircraft for carriers, going from 
four in 2018 to nine in the 2019 request.

With the Navy’s fleet of F/A-18A-D Hor-
nets reaching the end of its service life 
before the Navy can acquire sufficient  F-
35 Joint Strike Fighters, the 2019 budget 
seeks 24 F/A-18E/F Super Hornets to tide 
the Navy over, for  nearly $2 billion. The 
Navy plans to add 97 F-35Cs and 101 F-
35Bs over five years. 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com
Twitter: @diannacahn
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BY NIKKI WENTLING

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs would get 
another multibillion-dollar increase 
in 2019 under President Donald 
Trump’s new budget proposal . 

The proposal, released Monday, 
 asks for  $198.6 billion for the VA 
for fiscal 2019 — significantly more 
than the $186 billion budget that 
Congress is working to approve for 
the current fiscal year. It places 
emphasis on mental health care, in-
formation technology, access to pri-
vate-sector medical care and efforts 
to stop waste, fraud and abuse.

“The 2019 budget reflects the 
strong commitment of the presi-
dent to provide the services and 
benefits that our nation’s veter-
ans have earned,” VA Secretary 
David Shulkin said in a written 
statement.

Trump’s budget proposal,  an 
overview of priorities for the ad-
ministration, was shared with 
Congress on Monday. Shulkin is 
expected to answer questions about 
the  request Thursday morning dur-
ing a hearing of the House Commit-
tee on Veterans’ Affairs.

While the proposal includes 
an overall increase for the VA, it 
includes ideas to cut millions of 
dollars from specific programs. 
According to the budget document, 
the savings would be used to imple-
ment expected reforms to the VA 
Choice program, which allows vet-
erans to receive medical care in the 
private sector.

The White House is again of-
fering a controversial proposal to 
round-down cost-of-living adjust-
ments to the nearest dollar amount 
for all veterans who receive dis-
ability compensation. The practice 
was standard until 2013, and there 
have been numerous attempts to 
reinstate it.

It’s an unpopular idea among 
veterans service organizations that 
don’t want to see any decrease to 
veterans’ benefits, but the White 
House argues the round-down 
would have minimal effect on vet-
erans. The budget document esti-
mated the change would cost each 
veteran about $12 a year and would 
save the VA $34 million in 2019 and 
nearly $2.3 billion over the next 10 

years.
The proposal states the COLA 

round-down would be used to “par-
tially offset the costs” of replacing 
the VA Choice program. Lawmak-
ers are negotiating legislation to 
overhaul the program after po-
litical infighting stalled the debate 
late last year.  
 wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling

BY NIKKI WENTLING

Stars and Stripes  

 WASHINGTON — A pro-
posal to loosen regulations 
and enable the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to sell and 
lease property was in-
cluded Monday in 
President Donald 
Trump’s long-
awaited, $1.5 
trillion plan 
to improve 
American 
infrastruc-
ture. 

The plan, 
promised 
since his presi-
dential campaign 
and officially rolled 
out Monday, asks Con-
gress to create legislation ini-
tiating work on roads, bridges, 
railroads, airports and other 
infrastructure nationwide, and 
tasks lawmakers with finding a 
way to pay for it. VA facilities 
— some of which VA Secretary 
David Shulkin has described as 
outdated and unusable — are 
also addressed in the plan. 

“My Administration’s plan 
addresses more than traditional 
infrastructure … but addresses 
other needs like drinking and 
wastewater systems, water-
ways, water resources, energy, 
rural infrastructure, public 
lands, veterans’ hospitals, and 
Brownfield and Superfund 
sites,” Trump wrote in the pre-
amble to his proposal.

The infrastructure plan ad-
dresses VA property by pro-

posing to loosen regulations 
that keep the agency from leas-
ing facilities or profiting off the 
sale of unwanted buildings or 
land. 

Under current law, the VA 
can’t keep profits from 

selling properties, 
and it can’t ex-

change its cur-
rent facilities 
for new ones. 
Trump’s plan 
proposes to 
change that. 
Allowing the 
agency to 

collect off its 
property sales 

could help fund 
renovations and 

new construction, 
the plan states. 

The proposal also aims to 
limit the instances in which the 
VA would have to go to Con-
gress for approval to lease a 
facility. Now, the agency must 
gain congressional approval 
for any lease totaling more 
than $1 million annually. The 
rule has led to yearslong de-
lays in leasing new facilities. 
 In August, Congress approved 
28 leases for VA clinics across 
the country, some of which 
had been awaiting approval for 
more than two years. 

The infrastructure plan 
would require the VA to re-
ceive approval from Congress 
only for leases totaling more 
than $3.1 million. 
 wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling

2019 BUDGET

Plan greenlights the sale, 
leasing of VA properties

VA slated 
to receive 
$198.6B

Budget: Challenges still ahead
FROM FRONT PAGE

improvements in an election year, 
the budget plans are poised to win 
Hill support.

“The amount of the budget, I don’t 
expect a problem there. Everyone 
signed off there,” said Mark Can-
cian, a senior adviser at the Center 
for Strategic and International Stud-
ies, a Washington think tank. “It 
should be an easier year this year, 
assuming nothing blows up.”

The Defense Department’s re-
quest for fiscal year 2019, which 
begins Oct. 1, seeks an increase of 
more than 15,000 active-duty troops 
and investment in key moderniza-
tion programs. Pentagon budget 
writers faced a challenge predicting 
lawmakers’ plans before Friday’s 
deal to lift 2019 defense spending 
caps to $716 billion. 

“Given that the DOD request was 
locked and loaded before Friday’s 
budget deal was confirmed, this bud-
get will have less impact than other 
years,” said Lauren Fish, a defense 
strategies research associate for the 
Center for a New American Security, 
a Washington think tank. “They just 
didn’t know the state of the political 
operating environment on the Hill 
when drafting the request. However, 
the top lines match up. The president 
requested $716 billion for national 
defense, which is what Congress is 
prepared to give him.”

The budget represents a $74 bil-
lion increase over the Defense 
Department’s current funding. It 
calls for $617.1 billion in base fund-
ing and $69 billion for the Overseas 
Contingency Operations war fund. 
The request does not include nation-
al defense money for other agencies 
that contribute to the overall $716 
billion request.

“I want to thank you and the 
president for negotiating a budget 
agreement that gives long overdue 
relief to the military,” Sen. Linds ey 
Graham, R-S.C., told Office of Man-
agement and Budget Director Mick 
Mulvaney during a Senate budget 
hearing Tuesday. 

 President Donald Trump’s overall 
$4.4 trillion budget proposal was met 
with controversy for adding $7 tril-
lion to the U.S. deficit. By 2028, the 
deficit is on track to nearly eclipse 
the U.S. Gross Domestic Product, a 
benchmark of a country’s economic 
health. But the Pentagon seemed 

immune to much of the concern, ex-
cept from fiscal hawks worried that
the military increases would add to 
the deficit.

“I know that our military leaders 
would tell us that our deficits are the 
greatest threat to our nation,”  Sen. 
Bob Corker, R-Tenn., and member of 
the Senate Budget Committee, dur-
ing Tuesday’s hearing. “Not Russia, 
not ISIS, not the many things we are 
dealing with in the Middle East and
around the world, but our debt.” 

The first priority of the 2019 bud-
get was to address national security,
Mulvaney said. “It’s a lot more fun
to spend money than it is to reduce,”
he admitted. “It’s incumbent upon 
all of us to start making difficult de-
cisions to decide together as a legis-
lature and as an administration: Are 
these deficits that we are willing to
tolerate?” 

In the meantime, it’s key to rein 
in wasteful spending, which could 
be helped by the first-time Defense
Department audit, which could start
marking new savings by September, 
Mulvaney said. 

Cancian said one of the weak-
nesses of the new military budget
proposal was the absence of man-
agement reform or base closures
through the Base Realignment and
Closure  process. “You can get sav-
ings but you have to invest some
political capital,” he said. “Making 
cuts is hard.” 

 Even after lawmakers reached a
deal Friday to lift mandatory defense
spending caps, they have yet to pass 
a full Pentagon budget for 2018 and
2019. Lawmakers will need to issue
an appropriations plan  by a March
23 deadline. “The biggest challenge
will be keeping in step with the plan
as other distractions arise,” Fish
said. “Hopefully, the needed mod-
ernization and improved readiness 
this budget promises will keep the
joint force prepared for any contin-
gencies, but a flare-up around the 
globe would divert attention and
resources.”

Cancian suggests it’s possible
lawmakers will finally sign off on 
a 2018 budget by March. By then,
lawmakers might have a 2019 bud-
get resolution that previews mili-
tary spending. 
Stars and Stripes reporter Corey 
Dickstein contributed to this story.
grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales
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 BY ERIC YODER

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Trump adminis-
tration budget proposal targets federal em-
ployee pay and benefits while calling for an 
overhaul of what it called an “increasingly 
incomprehensible and unmanageable civil 
service system.”

The spending plan released Monday pro-
poses no federal employee raise for January 
2019, in contrast to the White House’s rec-
ommendation last year for an average 1.9 
percent increase that took effect last month.

“Across the board pay increases have 
long-term fixed costs, yet fail to address ex-
isting pay disparities, or target mission crit-
ical recruitment and retention goals. The 
Administration therefore proposes a pay 
freeze for Federal civilian employees for 
2019. This Administration believes in pay 
for performance,” one of the budget docu-
ments says.

It cites as an example the “within-grade” 
increases that are paid, up to limits, at 
regular intervals in the pay systems cover-
ing most federal workers. Employees must 
be performing acceptably to receive them, 
but those increases are paid “without re-

gard to whether they are performing at an 
exceptional level or merely passable (they 
are granted 99.7 percent of the time). The 
Budget proposes to slow the frequency of 
these step increases, while increasing per-
formance-based pay for workers in mission-
critical areas.”

However, the budget does not go into de-
tail on performance-based pay, nor on re-
stricting employee appeal rights to address 
what it calls those who “are simply unable or 
unwilling to perform at acceptable levels.”

“The requirements to successfully re-
move an employee for misconduct or poor 
performance are onerous. Employees have 
a variety of avenues to appeal and challenge 
actions. … This is yet another area where the 
Federal workforce could benefit from adopt-
ing some private sector norms,” it says.

President Donald Trump had signaled 
that proposals were coming on both pay-for-
performance and discipline in his  State of 
the Union speech, when he called on Con-
gress to give agencies “the authority to re-
ward good workers — and to remove federal 
employees who undermine the public trust 
or fail the American people.”  

The budget notes that civil service law 
was last overhauled 40 years ago and cites 

independent studies that have decried it as 
outdated. “It is time to reconsider where that 
law has succeeded and where it has failed” 
in areas including what it called an overly 
“generous benefits package” compared with 
the private sector’s, the government’s hiring 
practices and employee union rights.

The plan repeats what it calls “compen-
sation reforms” from last year’s proposal, 
some of which progressed in the House be-
fore falling by the wayside. Those include:

� Requiring employees under the Federal 
Employees Retirement System — more than 
nine-tenths of the workforce — to contribute 
more toward their retirement benefits. This 
would be phased in as one percentage point 
increases, resulting in a 6 percent of salary 
increase for most.

� Eliminating cost-of-living adjustments 
on the civil service annuities of those retired 
under FERS while reducing the adjustment 
by a half-percentage point for those retired 
under the older Civil Service Retirement 
System.

 Revamping the pay system to put a great-
er emphasis on performance would require 
a major legislative effort, however, as would 
changing retirement benefits and civil ser-
vice protections.

“Weakening our civil service system and 
attacking the pay and benefits of federal
workers will backfire and leave our coun-
try unable to tackle the complex issues we 
are facing,” National Treasury Employees
Union President Tony Reardon said in a
statement.  

 In addition, for the first time, the White
House proposed reducing the rate of inter-
est the government pays in a government 
securities fund, called the G Fund, in the
Thrift Savings Plan, a 401(k)-style program
for federal employees and military person-
nel. That idea did feature in prior budget 
plans prepared by House Republicans that
ultimately were not enacted.

“We oppose this proposal,” said Kim
Weaver, spokeswoman for the TSP, which
does not report to the White House. “ Such a
change would make the G Fund inadequate
and ineffective from an investment stand-
point for TSP participants who are saving
for retirement,” she said in an email.

  Another new proposal, although not pre-
sented in detail, is to combine the separate
sick leave and vacation leave benefits for 
federal workers into one while creating a
short-term disability insurance program. 

 BY ANDREW TAYLOR 
AND MARTIN CRUTSINGER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump unveiled a $4.4 tril-
lion budget plan Monday that envi-
sions steep cuts to America’s social 
safety net but mounting spending 

on the military, 
formally retreat-
ing from last 
year’s promises 

to balance the federal budget.
The president’s spending outline 

for the first time acknowledges 
that the Republican tax overhaul 
passed last year would add billions 
to the deficit and not “pay for itself” 
as Trump and his Republican allies 
asserted. If enacted as proposed, 
though no presidential budget ever 
is, the plan would establish an era 
of $1 trillion-plus yearly deficits.

The open embrace of red ink 
is a remarkable public reversal 
for Trump and his party, which 
spent years objecting to President 
Barack Obama’s increased spend-
ing during the depths of the Great 
Recession. Rhetoric aside, however, 
Trump’s pattern is in line with past 
Republican presidents who have 
overseen spikes in deficits as they 
simultaneously increased military 
spending and cut taxes.

“We’re going to have the stron-
gest military we’ve ever had, by 
far,” Trump said in an Oval Of-
fice appearance Monday. “In this 
budget we took care of the military 
like it’s never been taken care of 
before.”

Trump’s budget revived his calls 
for big cuts to domestic programs 
that benefit the poor and middle 
class, such as food stamps, housing 
subsidies and student loans. Retire-
ment benefits would remain mostly 
untouched by Trump’s plan, as he 
has pledged, though Medicare pro-
viders would absorb about $500 
billion in cuts — a nearly 6 percent 
reduction. Some beneficiaries in 

Social Security’s disability pro-
gram would have to re-enter the 
workforce under proposed changes 
to eligibility rules.

While all presidents’ budgets are 
essentially dead on arrival — Con-
gress writes and enacts its own 
spending legislation — Trump’s 
plan was dead before it landed. 

It came just three days after 
the president signed a bipartisan 
agreement that set broad parame-
ters for spending over the next two 
years. That deal, which includes 
large increases for domestic pro-
grams, rendered Monday’s Trump 
plan for 10-year, $1.7 trillion cuts 
to domestic agencies such as the 
departments of Health and Human 
Services, Agriculture and Housing 
and Urban Development even more 
unrealistic.

The White House used Monday’s 
event to promote its long-awaited 
plan to increase funding for in-
frastructure. The plan would put 
up $200 billion in federal money 
over the next 10 years in hopes of 
leveraging a total of $1.5 trillion in 
infrastructure spending, relying on 
state and local governments and 
the private sector to contribute the 
bulk of the funding.

But after his aides talked up that 
plan over the weekend, Trump sug-
gested that his infrastructure pro-
posal wasn’t a big deal for him.

“If for any reason, they don’t 
want to support to it, hey, that’s 
going to be up to them,” he said of 
the Republican-controlled Con-
gress. “What was very important to 
me was the military; what was very 
important to me was the tax cuts.”

Trump also is proposing work 
requirements for several federal 
programs, including housing sub-
sidies, food stamps and Medicaid. 
Such ideas have backing from pow-
erful figures in Congress .

There was immediate opposition 
from Democrats.

“The Trump budget proposal 
makes clear his desire to enact 

massive cuts to health care, anti-
poverty programs and investments 
in economic growth to blunt the 
deficit-exploding impact of his tax 
cuts for millionaires and corpora-
tions,” said Rep. John Yarmuth, of 
Kentucky, the top Democrat on the 
House Budget Committee.

Some Republicans, on the other 
hand, said spending was much too 
high.

“This budget continues too much 
of Washington’s wasteful spending 
— it does not balance in 10 years, 
and it creates a deficit of over a tril-
lion dollars next year,” said Rep. 
Matt Gaetz, of Florida. “We cannot 
steal from America’s future to pay 
for spending today.”

Trump’s plan aims at other famil-
iar targets. It would eliminate the 
Corporation for Public Broadcast-
ing, the National Endowment for the 
Arts and National Endowment for 
the Humanities, and the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services. 
The administration wants NASA 
out of the International Space Sta-
tion by 2025 and private businesses 
running the place instead.

But the domestic cuts would be 
far from enough to make up for the 
plummeting tax revenue projected 
in the budget.

Trump’s plan sees a 2019 defi-
cit of $984 billion, though White 
House Budget Director Mick Mul-
vaney admits $1.2 trillion is more 
plausible after last week’s congres-

sional budget pact and $90 billion 
worth of disaster aid is tacked on. 
That would be more than double 
the 2019 deficit the administration 
promised last year.

All told, the new budget sees ac-
cumulating deficits of $7.2 trillion 
over the coming decade; Trump’s 
plan last year projected a 10-year 
shortfall of $3.2 trillion. And that’s 
assuming Trump’s rosy economic 
predictions come true and Con-
gress follows through — in an elec-
tion year — with politically toxic 
cuts to social programs, farm sub-
sidies and Medicare providers.

Last year Trump’s budget prom-
ised such ideas could generate a 
small budget surplus by 2027; now, 
his best-case scenario is for a $450 
billion deficit that year, more than 
$300 billion of which can be traced 
to his December tax cut.

In stark numbers, the budget 
rewrites the administration’s talk-
ing points for last year’s tax plan, 
which administration figures such 
as Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin promised would more 
than pay for itself.

“Not only will this tax plan pay 
for itself, but it will pay down debt,” 
Mnuchin declared in September.

Instead, Trump’s budget projects 
that tax revenues will plummet by 
$3.7 trillion over the 2018-27 de-
cade relative to last year’s “base-
line” estimates.

The budget also includes $1.6 bil-

lion for the second stage of Trump’s 
proposed border wall, a 65-mile 
segment in Texas’ Rio Grande Val-
ley. Trump’s request last year for
74 miles of wall in San Diego and
the Rio Grande Valley is pending
before lawmakers right now.

Once again, there’s no mention of 
how Mexico would have to pay for
it, as Trump repeatedly promised .

The plan reprises proposals to 
curb crop insurance costs, cut stu-
dent loan subsidies and reduce pen-
sion benefits for federal workers.
They went nowhere last year.

Trump’s plan promises 3 percent 
growth for the nation’s economy,
continuing low inflation and low
interest yields on U.S. Treasury
bills despite a flood of new borrow-
ing. That likely underestimates the
mounting cost of financing the gov-
ernment’s $20 trillion-plus debt, 
many economists say.

Mark Zandi, chief economist at 
Moody’s Analytics, said a surge
in stimulus from higher govern-
ment spending and tax cuts would
boost growth but for only for a short
time.

“This will meaningfully raise the
odds that after juiced-up growth in
2018 and 2019, we will get a much 
weaker economy, possibly a reces-
sion in the next decade,” Zandi
said. “In good times, budget policy
should be working to get the defi-
cits down because bad times are
sure to come.” 

2019 BUDGET

ANALYSIS ANDREW HARNIK/AP

The  Capitol Building is seen at sunrise  Friday  in Washington.  President Donald Trump’s $4.4 trillion 
budget plan  calls for cuts to domestic programs and increased spending on the military.

Proposal targets federal employees’ pay, benefits

Embrace of red ink a
public reversal for GOP
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Sen-
ate’s two top leaders put on a show 
of camaraderie as their chamber 
launched its immigration debate, 
but also laid down markers un-
derscoring how hard it will be 
to reach a deal that can move 
through Congress.

“We really do get along, de-
spite what you read in the press,” 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said Monday at 
a previously scheduled appear-
ance alongside his counterpart, 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., at the Univer-
sity of Louisville.

There was even ribbing when 
Schumer presented McConnell 
with a bottle of bourbon made in 
his home New York City borough 
of Brooklyn. McConnell, whose 
state knows a thing or two about 
bourbon, proclaimed, “There’s no 
such thing as Brooklyn bourbon.”

But just days after the two lead-
ers brokered a bipartisan $400 
billion budget agreement and 
helped shepherd it into law, both 
men made clear that an immigra-
tion agreement will be tough.

“The time for political postur-
ing is behind us,” McConnell said 
later Monday on the Senate floor. 
He said while Democrats have 
called for “swift action” on immi-
gration, “Now’s the time to back 
up the talk with the hard work of 
finding a solution.”

That, he pointedly said, would 
mean passage by the Senate and 
the House of a measure “which 
the president will sign.”

McConnell expressed his sup-
port for a wide-ranging proposal 
by President Donald Trump that 
the Senate is expected to vote on 
this week. It would pave a path to 
citizenship for up to 1.8 million 
young “Dreamer” immigrants in 
the U.S. illegally, a lure for Dem-
ocrats that many Republicans 
oppose.

Trump also wants $25 billion 
for  a border wall with Mexico and 
other security measures, as well 
as curbs on legal immigration 
— a must for many Republicans. 
Many Democrats consider some 
of the proposals, including limit-
ing the relatives that legal immi-
grants can bring to the U.S., to be 
non starters.

 In  remarks on the Senate floor, 
Schumer expressed opposition to 
such a sweeping approach.

“The only enemy here is over-
reach,” Schumer said. “Now is not 
the time nor the place to reform 
the entire legal immigration sys-
tem. Rather, this is the time for a 
narrow bill” — which Democrats 
have said would help the Dream-
ers and provide some money for 
border security.

The comments came as the 
Senate voted 97-1 — Ted Cruz, R-
Texas, provided the sole “no” vote 
— to plunge into an open-ended 
immigration debate that’s been 
promised by McConnell. Both 
parties’ leaders hope debate can 
be concluded this week, but it’s 
unclear if that will happen or what 
the product, if any, will be.

“This is going to be done or not 
done this week,” No. 2 Senate GOP 
leader John Cornyn, of Texas, told 
reporters.

Lawmakers’ focus will be the 
Dreamers, hundreds of thousands 
of young immigrants who have 
lived in the U.S. illegally since 
being brought here as children.

 Trump’s overall immigration 
plan, opposed by many Demo-
crats, stands little chance of pre-
vailing because any measure 
will need 60 votes. That means 
proposals will need substantial 
bipartisan support since the GOP 
majority is 51-49, and Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz., has been absent 
in recent weeks battling cancer. 

 Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump warned 
Democrats on Tuesday 
that it’s now or never when 
it comes to extending pro-
tections for young immi-
grants living in the country 
illegally.

Trump in an early morn-
ing tweet said Democrats 
and Republicans must act 
now to provide legal protec-
tions to young “Dreamer” 
immigrants even as legis-
lation faces an uncertain 
prospect in Congress.

“Wouldn’t it be great if we 
could finally, after so many 
years, solve the DACA puz-
zle,” he wrote, adding: “This 
will be our last chance, 
there will never be another 
opportunity! March 5th.”

Trump was referring to a 
deadline he announced last 
year to end a program pro-
tecting young immigrants 
from deportation. But a re-
cent court ruling has ren-
dered that deadline all but 
meaningless.

 Trump  planned to meet 
later Tuesday with the Na-
tional Sheriffs’ Association 
— a meeting where he  was 
expected to continue his im-
migration pitch. 

Senate begins a
difficult debate 
on immigration 

Trump: Now 
or never on 
protections

 Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Three of the 
nation’s top intelligence officials 
said Tuesday that the U.S. has 
seen Russian activity aimed at 
meddling in the upcoming mid-
term elections.

“We have seen Russian activity 
and intentions to have an impact 
on the next election cycle,” CIA 
Director Mike Pompeo told the 
Senate Intelligence Committee.

National Intelligence Direc-
tor Dan Coats and Adm. Mike 
Rogers, the head of the National 
Security Agency, agreed. They 
didn’t describe the activity other 
than to say it was related to infor-
mation warfare.

They told Congress that they 
would provide more details in a 
classified session later in the day. 
The intelligence officials said the 
information will be shared with 

state and local governments and 
state election officials.

Russian interference in the 
upcoming elections is part of its 
pursuit of bolder cyberoperations 
and false information campaigns 
against America and its allies, ac-
cording to a new intelligence re-
port on global threats.

This year’s threat assessment 
also described the risk of conflict, 
especially with North Korea, as 
higher today than at any time 
since the end of the Cold War. So, 
too, is a rivalry between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia that is destabiliz-
ing the Middle East. The danger 
posed by weapons of mass de-
struction also is rising.

“In the next year, Russian in-
telligence and security services 
will continue to probe U.S. and 
allied critical infrastructures, as 
well as target the United States, 
NATO, and allies for insights into 

U.S. policy,” the report said.
“The 2018 U.S. midterm elec-

tions are a potential target for
Russian influence operations.”

“Russians stepped up their 
game with cyber, in particular, in
2016,” Coats said in a telephone
interview with The Associated
Press.

His expectation: Russian inter-
ference in the midterm or in state
elections.

“We think it’s very likely be-
cause we don’t see a let up in ef-
forts to do this,” Coats told the 
AP.

U.S. intelligence concluded
Moscow interfered in the 2016
presidential election, which has
led to the current FBI investiga-
tion into possible Trump cam-
paign connections. Russia denies 
the allegations and President
Donald Trump has called the FBI
probe  a witch hunt. 

US intel officials tell lawmakers Russia 
targeting 2018 midterm, state elections

Director 
of National 
Intelligence 
Dan Coats 
told members 
of the Senate 
Intelligence 
Committee on 
Tuesday that 
he expects 
Russian 
interference 
in the 2018 
midterm 
or state 
elections in 
the U.S .
ANDREW 
HARNIK/AP
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AND CAROL MORELLO

The Washington Post

President Donald Trump said 
Monday that U.S. aid expenditures 
in the Middle East were “a mis-
take,” both undercutting a round 
of complicated diplomacy in Arab 
capitals and underscoring his ris-
ing frustration at the dwindling 
chances of a Middle East peace 
deal.

The president also erroneously 
claimed that the United States has 
spent $7 trillion in the Middle East 
over the past 17 years — a return 
to a frequent theme for Trump that 
U.S. generosity be repaid with re-
sults or support.

“As of a couple of months ago, we 
have spent $7 trillion in the Middle 
East. Seven trillion dollars. What a 
mistake. But it is what it is,” Trump 
said at the White House as he in-
troduced a domestic infrastructure 
spending plan.

“This will be a big week for In-
frastructure,” Trump had tweeted 
earlier Monday. “After so stupidly 
spending $7 trillion in the Middle 
East, it is now time to start invest-
ing in OUR Country!”

A day earlier, Trump had told 
a conservative Israeli newspaper 
that neither Israel nor the Palestin-
ians may be committed to making 
peace.

“Right now, I would say the Pal-
estinians are not looking to make 
peace; they are not looking to make 
peace. And I am not necessarily 
sure that Israel is looking to make 
peace,” Trump said in an interview 
with Israel Hayom.

 “I don’t know, frankly, if we are 
going to even have talks,” Trump 
said. “But I think it is very foolish 
for the Palestinians and I also think 
it would be very foolish for the Is-
raelis if they don’t make a deal. It’s 
our only opportunity and it will 
never happen after this.”

Many in the region expected that 

Trump would present a proposal 
for talks early this year, but any an-
nouncement appears to be on hold. 
His Mideast envoys have never 
said when they plan to reveal their 
proposal, which is expected to ask 
Arab states, including Egypt and 
Gulf countries that are U.S. allies, 
to encourage Palestinians to make 
a deal.

That task was made harder by 
Trump’s declaration in December 
that the United States considers Je-
rusalem to be the Israeli capital.

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, 
who generally says little about the 
peace effort overseen by presiden-
tial son-in-law and adviser Jared 
Kushner, is on a weeklong trip to 
the Middle East that does not in-
clude a stop in Israel.    

Vice President Mike Pence vis-
ited Israel and neighboring states 
last month, but Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas refused 
to see him  citing the Jerusalem 
announcement.

Trump’s designated negotiator, 
Jason Greenblatt, was in Israel and 
Jordan for a lengthy diplomatic 
trip last month, but like Pence he 
did not visit the West Bank or meet 
with high-level Palestinian offi-
cials. Kushner has not visited the 
region since before the Jerusalem 
announcement.   

Trump’s $7 trillion claim  lumps 
together the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, which together cost 
about $1.8 trillion from 2001 to 
2017, while also adding in esti-
mates of future spending such as 
interest on the debt and veterans’ 
care for the next three decades.

U.S. foreign aid in the Middle 
East and in Afghanistan is differ-
ent from war spending, although 
Trump often seems to conflate 
them. He also does not appear to 
distinguish between war and re-
construction aid in Iraq, which is 
in the Middle East, from Afghani-
stan, which is in Central Asia.

 BY DEEPTI HAJELA 
AND CAROLYN THOMPSON

Associated Press

NEW YORK — On a February 
afternoon in a Brooklyn class-
room,  Taylor Engler, 16, came 
face to face with a cow. But it was 
all in her head.

A virtual reality headset had 
transported the Berkeley Carroll 
School junior and eight classmates 
to an upstate New York farm 250 
miles  away. For students, the tech-
nology means field trips are no 
longer limited by the length of a 
bus ride.

“I was not expecting it to be 
right in my face!” Taylor said after 
peeling off the purple headset and 
finding herself back in the con-
fines of her city classroom.

On any given day, students na-
tionwide are deep-sea diving, ob-
serving medical operations, even 
swimming through the human cir-
culatory system using gadgets that 
are becoming increasingly acces-
sible in both cost and content.

At the least, teachers say, it’s 
another way to engage the iPhone 
generation of students. At best, it 
can enhance their understanding 
and improve their grades.

 Engler and classmates virtu-
ally walked through barns and 
fields in Watkins Glen . It was an 
“outing” that otherwise would not 
have happened, adviser Lily Adler 
said, given the constraints of time 
and staffing.

“It’s different than watching 
video because you can have more 
than one perspective; you can ac-
tually move,”  Engler said during 
the lesson by animal rights group 
Farm Sanctuary.

Not only move, but also feel, said 
Richard Lamb, who at the Uni-
versity at Buffalo Neurocognition 
Science Lab studies how the brain 
processes information. In the lab, 
the physical effects of virtual re-
ality become clear as subjects 
standing on solid ground teeter on 
stories-high virtual scaffolding or 
experience motion sickness with-
out moving.

“Some of the research we’re 
doing has actually shown that what 
you experience in virtual reality 
has very similar, if not the same, 
physiological responses that you 
would get if you were doing the 
actual activity,” Lamb said. 

The effect on learning, he said, 
is to improve interest, understand-
ing and recall.

It’s unknown how many class-
rooms have or will adopt the tech-
nology, but experts say it’s still
relatively rare. While individual 
headsets that require a user’s
phone can cost as little as $20 or 
$30, systems and software for
classes run into the thousands of
dollars. Early complaints about a 
lack of good software are fading as 
more companies enter the market,
but the rules for use haven’t neces-
sarily caught up to the technology.

In New York, for example, simu-
lated lab experiments don’t count 
toward the state’s hands-on lab
time requirements.

Even so, experts say, the sci-
ences are an area where virtual
reality  holds particular promise 
for classrooms.

“The biggest hindrance, I
think, is going to be the quality 
of that experience, how closely it
mimics the physical world,” said 
David Evans, executive director 
of the National Science Teachers
Association.

But, he said, “The ability to do
dangerous things, the ability to
run many, many more cases in a 
simulation space as opposed to the
real physical space represents a
huge learning opportunity.” 

 BY JONATHAN DREW

Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — A man pretending to 
be a three-star U.S. Army general wanted 
to impress a woman when he unexpect-
edly landed in a chartered helicopter at the 
headquarters of a North Carolina technol-
ogy company last year, a federal agent tes-
tified Monday.

Details about the strange case of Chris-
tian Desgroux emerged at a hearing be-
fore a federal magistrate, who ordered that 
the defendant remain in jail pending his 
upcoming arraignment. The 57-year-old is 
charged with pretending to be a military 
officer, which carries a maximum of three 
years in prison.

It was around sunset on Nov. 6 when 
the pilot of the helicopter chartered by 

Desgroux landed on 
a soccer field at the 
sprawling corporate 
campus of SAS Insti-
tute in Cary.

As security of-
ficers approached, 
Desgroux stepped 
out wearing a “full 
military battle dress 
uniform” and display-
ing three stars that 
implied a rank of lieu-

tenant general, Homeland Security Special 
Agent Tony Bell testified.

“He saluted the security officers, and 
they actually saluted him back,” Bell said.

A suspicious security supervisor con-
fronted Desgroux, who told him he was 
there to pick up a female employee to take 

her to Fort Bragg for a classified briefing 
that had been authorized by President 
Donald Trump.

But none of it was true: Desgroux later 
acknowledged to federal agents that he 
had never served in the U.S. military, Bell 
said.

The woman, a longtime acquaintance of 
Desgroux, expected him to arrive in a car 
for a visit. Instead they went on a 30-min-
ute helicopter ride around Raleigh, Bell 
said.

 She and the pilot, who has not been 
charged, appear to have been swept up in 
Desgroux’s strange behavior.

“She didn’t know what to make of it,” 
Bell told the judge. “She just went along 
with it.”

Bell testified that investigators sus-
pect Desgroux is mentally ill, but didn’t 

elaborate.
 Federal Magistrate Judge Robert T.

Numbers noted that while the imperson-
ation charge carries a relatively low maxi-
mum sentence for a federal criminal case,
the circumstances warrant continued de-
tention for Desgroux.

“The defendant has engaged in sub-
stantial dishonesty,” Numbers said, noting 
that a number of unrelated state criminal
charges are also pending against him.

Desgroux faces state charges including
misdemeanor assault on his stepdaughter 
and violating a protective order taken out
by an estranged wife, Bell said.

Defense attorney Andrew McCoppin 
said that before those charges in the past 
year, the most trouble his client had been
in amounted to traffic violations. 

Trump: US costs in 
Middle East have 
been ‘a mistake’

Feds: Military impersonator used helo to impress woman

DEEPTI HAJELA/AP 

 Students at the Berkeley Carroll School in the Brooklyn borough of New York use virtual reality headsets 
in their classroom Feb. 7.  Seated  from left are Daniel Cornicello , Charlie Hertz  and Taylor Engler . At the 
table in the back of the room is Angela Aguero . 

Desgroux

Students’ learning is enhanced by
use of virtual reality in classroom
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Associated Press

For more than a decade, the 
strongest AIDS drugs could not 
fully control Matt Chappell’s HIV 
infection. Now, his body controls 
it by itself, and researchers are 
trying to perfect the gene editing 
that made that possible.

Scientists removed some of 
his blood cells, disabled a gene 
to help them resist HIV and re-
turned those “edited” cells to him 
in 2014. So far, it has given the 
San Francisco man the next best 
thing to a cure.

“I’ve been off medications for 
three and a half years,” he said. 
He even was able to keep the 
virus in check despite cancer 
treatments last year that taxed 
his immune system.

Chappell was lucky, though. 
Only a few of the 100 others in 
those experiments were able to 
stay off HIV drugs for a couple 
of years; the rest still need medi-
cines to keep HIV suppressed.

Now, researchers think they 
can improve the treatment and 
are trying again to tackle HIV by 
doctoring DNA. New studies to 
test these tweaked approaches in 

people are getting underway.
“Gene therapy techniques have 

advanced greatly,” said Dr. Otto 
Yang, of the UCLA AIDS Insti-
tute, one place working on this. 
“A lot of people are thinking it’s 
the right time to go back.”

They include Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, director of the National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, which is funding some 
of the new studies. He doesn’t 
think the technique will become 
common because millions of peo-
ple do well on existing treatments. 
But he says it could help those 
who can’t easily control the virus, 
and it should be pursued because 
it holds potential for a cure.

“They’re very bold, innovative 
techniques, mostly to try and cure 
people,” he said. “It’s worth try-
ing because the science is there.”

Only one person is known to 
have been cured of HIV infection, 
a man who had a cell transplant 
a decade ago from a donor with 
natural immunity to the virus. 
The donor lacked a common gene 
that makes an entryway that HIV 
uses to infect T cells, immune 
system soldiers in the blood.

The transplant gave the re-
cipient that protection, but proce-

dures like that are too risky and 
impractical for wide use. Scien-
tists have been trying to find a 
way to create similar immunity 
by altering some of a patient’s 
own cells. 

They use a gene-editing tool 
called zinc finger nucleases, 
which cut DNA at a precise spot to 

disable the HIV entryway gene.
The California company that 

makes the editing tool, Sangamo 
Therapeutics, sponsored the ini-
tial studies.

“It worked. The T cells were 
edited,” said Sangamo President 
Dr. Sandy Macrae. But it didn’t 
work quite well enough: The al-

tered T cells were outnumbered 
by T cells that were not altered
and could still be infected.

Now, Dr. John Zaia at City of
Hope, a research center in Du-
arte, Calif., is trying the approach 
with a twist. He’s using blood stem 
cells — parent cells that produce 
many others. Once a stem cell is 
altered, the benefit should multi-
ply and last longer, Zaia said.

Though the initial gene-editing
experiments were disappointing,
there was a silver lining. Patients
in those studies had a big drop
in the number of cells where
HIV lurked in a dormant state 
— the so-called reservoir of silent
disease.

At Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Dr.
Rafick-Pierre Sekaly is trying to 
capitalize on that drop. His study
will try the same gene editing 
— disabling the gene that makes
the HIV entryway — while keep-
ing patients on strong antiviral
medicines for at least a year be-
fore discontinuing them.

“As long as we’re not able to get 
rid of this reservoir, we’ll never
be able to stop treatment,” he 
explained. 

 BY SALLY HO

Associated Press

KIRKLAND, Wash. — Bill and Melinda 
Gates, as the world’s top philanthropists, 
are rethinking their work in America as 
they confront what they consider their un-
satisfactory track record on schools, the 
country’s growing inequity and a president 
they disagree with more than any other.

In an interview with The Associated 
Press, the couple said they’re concerned 
about President Donald Trump’s “Ameri-
ca first” worldview. They’ve made known 
their differences with the president and 
his party on issues including foreign aid, 
taxes and protections for immigrant youth 
in the country illegally.

Also, they said they’re now digging into 
the layers of U.S. poverty that they haven’t 
been deeply involved with at the national 
level, including employment, race, hous-
ing, mental health, incarceration and sub-
stance abuse.

“We are not seeing the mobility out of 
poverty in the same way in the United 
States as it used to exist,” Melinda Gates 
said.

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

is studying those topics with no plans yet 
for any particular initiatives, though it has 
done related work at home in Washington 
state on a much smaller scale. Last year, 
it funded a grant for the Center on Budget 

and Policy Pri-
orities to look into 
state and federal 
policies that can 
reduce poverty.

Once the 
world’s richest 
man, Micro-
soft co-founder 
Bill Gates has 
marked a decade 
since transition-
ing away from the 
tech giant to focus 
on philanthropy. 
He said he’s had 
two meetings 
with Trump, at 

which they discussed innovation in educa-
tion, energy and health — including vac-
cines, which Trump has voiced skepticism 
about.

“I got, both times, to talk about the mir-
acle of vaccines and how those are good 

things,” Bill Gates said.
Melinda Gates, who left her job at Mi-

crosoft to raise their three children before 
turning to the foundation full time, has 
lately embraced her role as a public figure 
more boldly. She called out Trump’s behav-
ior, saying the president has a responsibil-
ity to be a good role model when he speaks 
and tweets, and that his verbal attacks 
don’t belong in the public discourse.

“You just have to go look in Twitter to 
see the disparaging comments over and 

over and over again about women and mi-
norities,” Melinda Gates said. “That’s just
not what I believe. It’s not the world that
I see.” 

Since 2000, the Seattle-based private
foundation has amassed an endowment 
worth over $40 billion, which includes a
large portion of billionaire investor War-
ren Buffett’s fortune. The Gates Founda-
tion has given money to various programs 
in more than 100 countries, as well as in all
50 states and  the District of Columbia.

 BY MIKE STOBBE

Associated Press

NEW YORK — An Oregon 
woman, 26, who had worms com-
ing out of her eye is being called 
the first known human case of a 
parasitic infection spread by flies.

Fourteen tiny worms were re-
moved from the left eye of the 

 woman in August 2016. Scientists 
reported the case Monday.

The woman, Abby Beckley, was 
diagnosed in August 2016 with 
Thelazia gulosa. That’s a type 
of eye worm seen in cattle in the 
northern United States and south-
ern Canada but never before in 
humans.

They are spread by a type of fly 

known as “face flies.” The flies 
feed on the tears that lubricate the 
eyeball, scientists said.

She had been horseback riding 
and fishing in Gold Beach, Ore., a 
coastal, cattle-farming area.

After a week of eye irritation, 
Beckley pulled a worm from 
her eye. She visited doctors but 
removed most of the additional 

worms herself during the follow-
ing few weeks. The worms were 
translucent and each less than a 
half-inch long. 

After they were removed, no 
more worms were found and she 
had no additional symptoms.

Eye worms are seen in several 
kinds of animals, including cats 
and dogs. They can be spread by 
different kinds of flies.

Two other types of Thelazia eye
worm infections had been seen in
people before, but never this kind,
according to Richard Bradbury, 
of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. He was the
study’s lead author. 

The report was published in 
the American Journal of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene. 

TED S. WARREN/AP

 Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates and his wife, Melinda, take part in a Feb. 1 interview 
with The Associated Press in Kirkland, Wash. 

JEFF CHIU/AP

 Matt Chappell, right, is checked last month by Dr. Christopher 
Schiessl during an appointment at a medical center in San Francisco. 

Can gene therapy be harnessed to resist HIV?

14 worms pulled from eye of woman with rare human infection

Bill, Melinda Gates rethink 
philanthropic work in US

‘ We are not 
seeing the 
mobility out 
of poverty 
in the same 
way in the 
United States 
as it used to 
exist. ’

Melinda Gates
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 BY DAVID MCFADDEN

Associated Press

BALTIMORE  — Baltimore’s 
latest police corruption saga could 
be tough to sell as a TV crime 
drama, short on heroes and too 
extreme to attract loyal viewers.

Detectives in an elite unit 
praised for taking guns off the 
streets secretly dedicated them-
selves to shaking down citizens 
and hunting for “monsters” — 
bigtime drug 
dealers 
with loot to 
rob. Their 
leader, a ser-
geant with a 
golden-boy 
reputation 
and a sledge-
hammer 
approach 
to policing, 
kept actual 
sledgehammers — along with 
grappling hooks, black masks, 
even a machete — in duffel bags 
in his police-issued car.

Crossing the line from law en-
forcers to lawbreakers, members 
of the Gun Trace Task Force had 
become thugs with badges, steal-
ing cash, reselling seized narcot-
ics, sticking illegal GPS trackers 
on the cars of their robbery tar-
gets and lying under oath to cover 
their tracks.

Task force members who 
pleaded guilty months ago hoping 
to shave time off their sentences 
revealed those and other jaw-
dropping details as two of their 
colleagues insisted on going to 
trial. The result: A jury convict-
ed Detectives Daniel Hersl and 
Marcus Taylor of robbery, rack-
eteering, and conspiracy Monday 
evening, and they face up to 20 

years on each count.
Even in a city all too familiar 

with abuses by law enforcers, the 
fallout from these stories of police 
criminality has been bad so far 
and the scandal promises to get 
a whole lot worse for Baltimore’s 
fragile criminal justice system.

Revealing police criminality 
stretching back to 2008, the four 
ex-detectives told jurors about 
everything from armed home in-
vasions to staging fictitious crime 
scenes and routinely defrauding 
their department.

They testified that their super-
visor, Sgt. Wayne Jenkins, an am-
ateur mixed-martial-arts fighter, 
told them to carry BB guns in 
case they needed to plant weap-
ons, conspired with a crooked 
bail bondsman and occasionally 
posed as a federal agent when 
shaking people down.

Two of the detectives, Momodu 
Gondo and Jemell Rayam, ad-
mitted to leading double lives as 
police officers and armed drug 
dealers, even running interfer-
ence for a heroin-trafficking ring 
run by Gondo’s childhood buddy.

Public defenders are calling 
into question each and every 
case touched by the disbanded 
unit’s officers, several thousand 
of them over the last decade. Cur-
rently, roughly 125 tainted cases 
involving the eight indicted Bal-
timore law enforcers have been 
dropped.

“Beyond the sheer credibil-
ity issues that should have been 
raised at the time, given how em-
bedded their crimes were in their 
police work, all cases involving 
these officers are tainted,” said 
Debbie Katz Levi, head of special 
litigation for Baltimore’s Office of 
the Public Defender. 

 BY LARRY NEUMEISTER
AND KAREN MATTHEWS

Associated Press

NEW YORK  — A judge award-
ed $6.7 million Monday to graffiti 
artists who sued after dozens of 
spray paintings were destroyed on 
the walls of dilapidated warehouse 
buildings torn down to make room 
for high-rise luxury residences.

U.S. District Judge Frederic 
Block in Brooklyn said 45 of the 49 
paintings were recognized works 
of art “wrongfully and willfully 
destroyed” by a  landlord.

Twenty-one aerosol artists 
had sued the owner of a Long Is-
land City, Queens, site known as 
5Pointz under the Visual Rights 
Act, a 1990 federal law that 
protects artists’ rights even if 
someone else owns the physical 
artwork. Their graffiti was paint-
ed over in 2013, and the buildings 
were torn down a year later.

Before they vanished, the graf-
fiti artworks became a tourist 
attraction, drawing thousands 
of spectators daily and forming 
a backdrop to the 2013 movie, 

“Now You See Me,” and a site for 
an Usher tour, the judge noted.

All the while, the crime-ridden 
neighborhood gradually improved 
and it became the “world’s largest 
collection of quality outdoor aero-
sol art,” though a system set up 
by the artists meant some paint-
ings were temporary while oth-
ers were given permanent status, 
Block wrote.

The ruling followed a three-
week trial in November, when 
Block said the “respectful, articu-
late and credible” artists testified 
about “striking technical and ar-
tistic mastery and vision worthy 
of display in prominent museums 
if not on the walls of 5Pointz.”

He noted one artist came from 
London, another from rural West 
Virginia, while others were prod-
ucts of prestigious art schools. 
Some were self-taught.

He said he was impressed with 
the breadth of the artists’ works 
and how many works “spoke to 
the social issues of our times.”

Jerry Wolkoff, who owned the 
buildings, had conceded he al-
lowed the spray-paint artists to 

use the buildings as a canvas for 
decades but said they always knew 
they would be torn down some-
day. His lawyer, David Ebert,
did not immediately respond to a 
message seeking comment.

The artists had once hoped
to buy the properties before
their value soared to over $200
million.

Block said he hoped the award
would give teeth to a federal law
that should have kept Wolkoff 
from demolishing them for at 
least 10 months when he had all
his permits.

Artists then could have easily 
rescued some paintings from sid-
ing, plywood or sheet-rock before
the rollers, spray machines and
buckets of white paint arrived.

“Wolkoff has been singularly 
unrepentant,” Block said. “He
was given multiple opportunities
to admit the whitewashing was a
mistake, show remorse or suggest 
he would do things differently if
he had another chance.

“Wolkoff could care less. As
he callously testified,” the judge
said.  

 Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Va.  — In one of 
Virginia’s most liberal jurisdic-
tions, political leaders are just 
saying “no” to a proposal in Con-
gress to name a popular park for 
former first lady Nancy Reagan.

Legislation passed a House 
committee last month to rename 
Gravelly Point Park, which sits 
on federal land adjacent to Ron-
ald Reagan National Airport. The 
bill’s sponsor, Georgia Republican 
Jody Hice, said renaming the park 
for the former first lady — who is 
commonly associated with the 
“Just Say No” drugs campaign — 
“would be a fitting tribute” given 
its proximity to the airport that 

bears her husband’s name.
The proposal  is not supported 

by political leaders in Arlington 
County, a suburb of the nation’s 
capital, where the park is located.

“It’s not an absolute blanket op-
position to Nancy Reagan,” said 
Rep. Don Beyer, D-Va., who rep-
resents Arlington in Congress. “I 
object to a member of Congress 
from Georgia trying to name a 
park in somebody else’s district.”

The park, which sits on the Po-
tomac River next to George Wash-
ington Memorial Parkway, is best 
known for the impressive views it 
affords of the airport’s landings 
and takeoffs. Jets roar overhead 
to the delight of families, and pho-

tographers 
are invari-
ably drawn 
to the park.

Katie 
Cristol, 
who chairs 
the Arling-
ton County 
Board, said 
the debate 
over the park 
name has 

not generated a huge amount of 
discussion among Arlingtonians. 
But she said she and others object 
to the new name and to the pro-
cess by which it has occurred.

“We would never act as a local 
legislative body without a whole 

lot of public input,” she said.
“Gravelly Point already has a 

name. It’s featured in the com-
monwealth’s tourism promo-
tions,” she said. “It’s really a gem 
for our community. Kids become 
totally entranced” when they see 
the planes come in.

Grover Norquist, a conserva-
tive activist who also heads up 
the Ronald Reagan Legacy Proj-
ect that encourages opportuni-
ties to name parks, bridges and 
mountains for the Reagans, said 
he supports the plan. 

Beyer said he believes Norquist 
is the driving force behind the 
legislation and Republicans are 
trying to sneak the new name 

through Congress. He said he
did not know about the legislation
until the day before it appeared in
front of his committee.

The National Park Service,
which operates the park, has not
taken a position on the proposal. 
In November 2016, though, the
National Capital Memorial Ad-
visory Commission reviewed an 
administrative request to change
the name. 

The commission’s chairman, 
Peter May, wrote that “none of 
the Commissioners felt it was ap-
propriate to authorize a memo-
rial to the former first lady at this
time, and without a more complex
evaluation of alternatives.” 

 AP

A man shovels snow to clear a driveway near 5Pointz, a graffiti art gallery, in New York, in January 2011. 
 A judge awarded $6.7 million to graffiti artists who se spray paintings were destroyed .  

Bid to name park for Nancy Reagan met with opposition

Judge awards $6.7M to artists
whose graffiti was destroyed

2 in Baltimore’s
elite detective 
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 BY LINDSEY TANNER

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Marijuana users’ self-proclaimed 
holiday is linked with a slight increase in fatal U.S. 
car crashes, an analysis of 25 years of data found.

The study lacks evidence on whether pot was in-
volved in any of the April 20 crashes, but marijuana 
can impair driving ability. Previous studies have 
shown that many pot-using motorists drive after 
partaking and think it’s safe to do so.

The researchers analyzed U.S. government data 
on fatal traffic accidents from 1992 — shortly after 
4/20 was popularized as a pot holiday in High Times 
magazine — through 2016. They compared driver 
deaths on that date with deaths on a day the week 
before and the week after during the study period.

Deaths increased slightly in most but not all 
states, amounting to an overall increased risk of 12 
percent — or an extra 142 driver deaths linked with 
the holiday, said lead author Dr. John Staples at the 
University of British Columbia.

Other studies have found a similarly elevated risk 
linked with alcohol and driving on Super Bowl Sun-
day and New Year’s Eve.

Most accidents had no police data on drug testing 
so there’s no way to confirm that marijuana was in-
volved, but researchers think the drug was respon-
sible for some crashes.

The study was published Monday in JAMA Inter-
nal Medicine.

“It’s a really relevant question to be thinking 
about now since legalization seems to be progress-
ing across the United States and in Canada,” Staples 

said.
Marijuana is legal for medical use in most U.S.

states and in Canada; recreational use has been le-
galized in nine states plus Washington, D.C., and is
expected to become legal in Canada in July.

According to the National Institute on Drug
Abuse, marijuana can impair driving ability. How-
ever, the U.S. agency also notes that directly linking 
marijuana with car crashes can be difficult because
it’s often used while drinking alcohol.

An earlier survey of college freshmen found that 
driving after marijuana use and riding with some-
one using pot was common, especially among young
men, and more common than alcohol-linked driv-
ing. And a 2014 study in six states found that mari-
juana was increasingly detected in drivers killed in
car crashes during a 10-year period.

It’s a recognized risk in Colorado, where voters
approved legalizing it in 2012. Last year the state’s
transportation department partnered with Lyft and 
a pot industry group to offer discounted rides for
pot users partaking in 4/20 festivities. The program
runs through April this year. Data show that 15 per-
cent of DUI arrests in Colorado last year involved
marijuana, and a 2016 survey found about half of
users in the state think driving under the influence
of pot is safe.

Dr. Andrew Monte, an emergency medicine phy-
sician and toxicology expert at the University of Col-
orado, said  the study offers an important message.

“We think about cannabis as being ubiquitous in 
our society,” he said. “However we need to realize 
that people should not be using this and driving.” 

 BY TAMARA LUSH

Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — 
When Kelly Smith thought about 
when to hold her kickoff event for 
a county commission campaign 
in suburban Florida, she chose a 
day symbolizing women support-
ing women: Galentine’s Day.

The unofficial holiday began 
as an idea on a popular sitcom. 
But this year, many women like 
Smith are turning it into part of 
the # MeToo movement.

“Galentine’s Day is about cel-
ebrating women working togeth-
er, and that’s how we’re going 
to win,” said Smith, who lives in 
Pasco County on the state’s west 
coast.

A candidate for another county 
seat, Brandi Geoit, is planning 
to attend. She thinks it’s impor-
tant for women to support other 
women — in part because of some 
of the inappropriate comments 
she’s received from men while 
campaigning.

“Guys asking me for hand mas-
sages and sending me pictures of 
their junk,” she sighed. “We’re 
basically saying that this is our 
holiday; this is important that a 
lot of women are standing up and 
saying that enough is enough.”

Celebrated the day before Val-
entine’s Day, Galentine’s Day was 
first introduced on the television 
show “Parks and Recreation.” 
Amy Poehler, playing the char-
acter Leslie Knope, declared, 
“Every Feb. 13, my ladyfriends 
and I leave our husbands and our 
boyfriends at home, and we just 
come and kick it, breakfast-style. 
Ladies celebrating ladies. It’s like 
Lilith Fair, minus the angst. Plus 
frittatas.”

It became a cultural movement 
of sorts — like Festivus, but with 
better food and less aggression. 
In recent years, women have 
marked the day with leisurely 
brunches, giving each other books 
or throwing parties .

 This year, women across the 
country  were celebrating with 
more than just mimosas and 
Instagram-worthy gifts. It’s a 
natural extension of the # MeToo 
movement for those marking a 

day of activism, politics and fe-
male solidarity.

Sara Becker, of Brooklyn, N.Y. , 
formed a group called Nasty Ga-
lentines after President Donald 
Trump’s election in 2016. Last 
Galentine’s Day, she hosted a 
craft party where several dozen 
people wrote Valentine’s Day 
cards to Congress. This year, 
she and friend Alissa Lentz  were 
holding a networking party that 
they described on invitations as 
“protesting with love.”

 Their event Tuesday night was 
to include  a panel of women dis-
cussing how they are overcoming 
the challenges of the past year in 
light of the #MeToo movement. 

“We wanted to turn it beyond 
just a crafting party into a conver-
sation,” Lentz said. “We wanted 
female entrepreneurs to reflect 
on the last year, but also guide us 
as to how can we turn this into ac-
tion and change and policy. Let’s 
learn from one another.”

In Colombia, S.C. , the Wom-
en’s Rights and Empowerment 
Network and Sexual Trauma 
Services of the Midlands held a 
Galentine’s-themed happy hour 
Monday evening. Guests were 
encouraged to write South Caro-
lina’s female legislators with con-
cerns or gratitude.

“In light of recent events in 
both our state and on the national 
stage, we felt it was important to 
celebrate the strength of those 
women coming forward to tell 
their story of assault and the 
strength of the support system 
female friendships can provide 
as women stand up and speak 
up together,” said Lara Win-
burn, director of development for 
WREN.

Others are marking the day 
privately. Antoinette Kerr, of Lex-
ington, N.C. , was writing poems 
and letters to her friends on Ga-
lentine’s Day cards. She’s also 
encouraging people to donate to 
groups that help women.

Kerr, who is on the board of 
the Raleigh, N.C. -based nonprofit 
group Women AdvaNCe, said fe-
male friendship and activism em-
power women collectively. “We’re 
not alone,” she said. 

  BY ASHRAF KHALIL

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When 
Barack Obama speaks, people 
listen. At least they did when he 
was in the White House. But that 
kind of authority didn’t hold much 
sway when it came time for his 
presidential portrait.

At a ceremony Monday to un-
veil portraits of him and former 
first lady Michelle Obama, the 
former president said artist Ke-
hinde Wiley cheerfully ignored 
almost all of his suggestions.

“He listened very thoughtfully 
to what I had to say before doing 
exactly what he always intended 
to do,” he said. “I tried to negoti-
ate less gray hair, but Kehinde’s 
artistic integrity would not allow 
it. I tried to negotiate smaller ears 
and struck out on that as well.”

The final product depicts 
Obama sitting in a straight-backed 
chair, leaning forward and look-
ing serious while surrounded by 
greenery and flowers. Michelle 
Obama’s portrait, painted by Amy 
Sherald, shows her in a black and 
white dress looking thoughtful 
with her hand on her chin.

Both artists were personally 
chosen by the Obamas.

The portraits will now hang 
in the National Portrait Gallery, 
which is part of the Smithson-
ian group of museums. The gal-
lery has a complete collection of 
presidential portraits. A different 
set of portraits of the former first 
couple will eventually hang in the 

White House.
“I am humbled, I am honored, I 

am proud,” Michelle Obama said. 
“Young people, particularly girls 
and girls of color, in future years 
they will come to this place and 
see someone who looks like them 
hanging on the walls of this in-
credible institution.”

 The former president drew 
multiple laughs from the audi-
ence for his remarks, starting out 
by praising Sherald for capturing, 
“the grace and beauty and charm 
and hotness of the woman that I 
love.”

 Wiley said the depiction of 
Obama surrounded by greenery 
and flowers was meant to “chart 
his path on earth” through the 
choice of flowers. The painting 
includes chrysanthemums, which 
are the official flower of Chicago; 
jasmine to evoke Hawaii, where 
Obama largely grew up; and Af-
rican blue lilies to honor Obama’s 
Kenyan father.

“Being the first African-Ameri-
can painter to paint the first Af-
rican-American president, it 
doesn’t get any better than that,” 
he said. 

Pot’s 4/20 holiday tied to 
rise in fatal car accidents

Galentine’s celebration    
adds activism to menu

Obamas unveil museum portraits

CHRIS O’MEARA/AP

Pasco County Commission candidates Kelly Smith, left, and Brandi 
Geoit prepare forms for their Galentine’s Day meeting Monday  in 
Lutz, Fla. Galentine’s Day,  celebrated  Feb. 13, is a day to celebrate 
 women’s friendships and activism. 

ANDREW HARNIK/AP

Former President Barack Obama, left, speaks at the unveiling 
ceremony for the Obamas’ official portraits at the Smithsonian’s 
National Portrait Gallery  in Washington on Monday. 
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Samba style in Rio
Performers from the Uniao da Ilha samba school parade during Carnival celebrations Tuesday at the 
Sambadrome in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil . 

SILVIA IZQUIERDO/AP

 Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan issued a warning Tuesday to 
neighboring Greece, Cyprus and 
international companies exploring 
for gas in the eastern Mediterra-
nean not to “step out of line” and 
encroach on Turkey’s rights.

Meanwhile, Greek authorities 
said a Turk-
ish coast 
guard vessel 
rammed a 
Greek coast 
guard boat 
off a couple 
of uninhab-
ited islets in 
the Aegean 
Sea over 
which the 
two NATO 
allies nearly went to war in 1996. 
There were no injuries.

Erdogan made the warning in an 
address to legislators of his ruling 
party as Turkish warships contin-
ued to impede a rig from reaching 
a location off Cyprus where Italian 
energy company Eni is scheduled 
to drill for gas.

“We recommend that foreign 
companies don’t allow themselves 
to be an instrument of issues that 
surpass their limits and strength, 
by trusting the Greek Cypriot side,” 
he said. “Their show of strength 
lasts only until they see our ships 
and our planes.”

Turkey opposes the drilling, 
which it says disregards the rights 
of breakaway Turkish Cypriots. It 
also claims as its own part of the 
area Cyprus has designated for ex-
ploratory drilling.

The Cypriot government says it 
has a sovereign right to drill, and 
that if the search is successful, any 
income would be shared equitably 
if the island is reunified.

Cypriot President Nicos An-
astasiades refrained from direct 
comment on Erdogan’s statements, 
but said Turkish naval activity 

should cause no public alarm.
“There’s no reason for anyone to

worry,” he told reporters in Nico-
sia. “Actions are being taken in
such a way so as to avert any kind
of crisis.”

The European Union on Monday
cautioned Turkey to respect the
territory of its member states and 
to avoid ratcheting up tensions. Cy-
prus has been divided since Tur-
key invaded in 1974 after a failed
coup by supporters of union with
Greece. The island joined the EU
in 2004, but only the southern part
enjoys full membership benefits.

Many in Turkey also dispute 
Greek ownership of uninhabited 
Aegean islets near Turkey’s coast-
line. The two countries have a long 
history of rivalry, and have thrice
come close to war over Aegean
rights and Cyprus since 1974.

“Opportunistic attempts con-
cerning gas exploration off Cyprus
and concerning Aegean islets are
not escaping our attentions,” Erdo-
gan said.

Greece’s coast guard said no-
body was injured in the collision 
around midnight Monday, although
the Greek vessel suffered damage 
to the stern where the Turkish boat
hit it with its bows. A coast guard 
statement said the Turkish ves-
sel was conducting “dangerous
maneuvers” and struck the Greek
vessel inside Greek waters.

The coast guard vessels were
east of the uninhabited Imia —
Kardak in Turkish — islets, which 
both countries claim and are prime
fishing spots, attracting fishing 
boats from both countries.

Greek government spokesman
Dimitris Tzanakopoulos voiced
concern but appealed for restraint.

“Right now there is no need to 
pour more oil on the flames. What 
is needed is calm, level-headedness 
and a serious handling of the situ-
ation,” he said. “Recently we have
been seeing increasingly provoca-
tive behavio r from Turkey, which
is a source of very serious concern
to us,” he told private Alpha radio. 

 BY CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA

Associated Press

 JOHANNESBURG — South African 
President Jacob Zuma must leave office 
promptly so the country can move toward 
political stability and economic recovery, the 
ruling party said Tuesday, finally disowning 
a leader who has been discredited by corrup-
tion scandals.

The national executive committee of the 
African National Congress decided to “re-
call” Zuma at a marathon meeting that ended 
overnight, said Ace Magashule, the party’s 
secretary-general.

Zuma had agreed to resign and wanted 
to stay in office for several more months, 

but Magashule said the party committee 
rejected that proposal because it wanted to 
deal speedily with the uncertainty over the 
leadership turmoil in one of Africa’s largest 
economies.

The ANC looks forward to an “amicable 
solution” and “it’s obvious” that the party 
wants Deputy President Cyril Ramaphosa to 
succeed Zuma, Magashule said.

He added that he expects Zuma to respond 
on Wednesday to the ruling party’s decision.

“I don’t know what will happen, but let’s 
leave it to President Jacob Zuma,” Magashule 
said.

If Zuma refuses his party’s instruction, the 
matter could go to parliament for a vote on a 
motion of no confidence that could bolster the 

political opposition’s standing as a key engine 
of the president’s downfall.

An opposition-backed motion of no confi-
dence has been scheduled for Feb. 22, but its 
sponsors want the vote to be moved up to this 
week. Zuma has survived similar motions 
in the past, but many ruling party members 
now see him as a political liability ahead of 
2019 elections and likely would vote against 
him.

The lack of a resolution to the country’s po-
litical limbo in the past week had indicated 
that the president was rejecting the demands 
of many former supporters that he step down 
immediately.

The impasse highlighted the disarray 
within the party that was the main move-

ment against white minority rule and has led
South Africa since the end of apartheid in 
1994. The ANC once commanded moral stat-
ure as the party of Nelson Mandela, but cor-
ruption scandals linked to Zuma, who denies
wrongdoing, have cut into its popularity.

Ramaphosa, Zuma’s expected successor 
and elected the ANC’s new leader in Decem-
ber, had held private talks with the president
on a power transition, angering opposition
parties who described the process as an af-
front to South African democracy.  

Zuma, who took office in 2009 and is in his
second five-year term, had asked for state 
security for his family and payment of legal
fees, said South African media, citing un-
identified ANC sources. 

 Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — 
Human rights groups condemned 
the Philippine president on Tues-
day for saying that troops should 
shoot female 
communist 
rebels in the 
genitals to 
render them 
“useless,” 
which they 
said could 
encour-
age sexual 
violence and 
war crimes.

The left-
wing group Karapatan said 
President Rodrigo Duterte “has 
distinguished himself as a froth-
ing-in-the-mouth fascist who 
incites the worst violations of in-
ternational humanitarian law.”

Duterte’s remarks “are but the 
latest of the series of this madman’s 
display of tyranny, lunacy and ma-
chismo,” Karapatan Secretary 
General Cristina Palabay said.

The U.S.-based group Human 
Rights Watch said the remark last 
week was the latest in a “series of 
misogynist, derogatory and de-
meaning statements he has made 
about women” that encourage 
state forces to commit sexual vio-
lence during armed conflicts.

In a rambling speech before 
surrendered communist rebels, 
Duterte spoke about the futility of 
their decades-old insurgency and 
how his administration can help 
them return to normal life.

Duterte asked why  women join 
the insurgency and abandon their 
families. At one point, he said with-
out elaborating: “Tell the soldiers. 
There’s a new order coming from 
the mayor. We won’t kill you. We 
will just shoot your vagina so that 
... if there is no vagina, it would be 
useless.”

The remarks elicited laughter 
from the audience.

 An official transcript of the pres-
ident’s speech issued by the govern-
ment omitted the word “vagina” 
and expletives from his remarks.

A longtime mayor of southern 
Davao city, where he built a repu-
tation for his extra-tough approach 
to criminality and his brash, often 
sex-laden remarks, Duterte has 
acknowledged his rough ways but 
suggested many Filipinos have 
come to accept him.

Western governments and human 
rights watchdogs have expressed 
alarm over his crackdown on illegal 
drugs, which has left thousands of 
mostly poor suspects dead. He has 
lashed out at critics, including Eu-
ropean governments, which he told 
Monday “to go to hell” for imposing 
conditions on financial aid. Duterte 
said he has told European officials 
he won’t attend an upcoming meet-
ing between Southeast Asian and 
European leaders.

“They say that I have a bad 
mouth. It’s true. They say that I’m 
not a statesman, not fit for a presi-
dent, and that’s true,” Duterte said 
in a speech Monday, referring to 
his critics. “But the problem here 
is that I won.” 

Erdogan

Duterte

Duterte slammed over comment on 
shooting at female rebels’ genitals

Turkey warns 
Greece, Cyprus 
over gas drilling 

South African ruling party says discredited president must leave office
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EUROPE

 BY CHARLENE PELE

Associated Press 

SAN SIMONE DI VALLEVE, Italy

San Simone, a tiny village in the 
Italian Alps, once had a thriving 
ski trade. But financial issues kept 
the lifts closed this winter. The local 

hotel now houses about 80 African asylum-
seekers who were assigned to live there 
when they arrived in Italy.

But restaurant owner Davide Midali 
saw promise in both his village and its new 
residents. To lure tourists back, he set out to 
build igloos that could be rented overnight, 
like ones he had seen in Sweden. That’s how 
a handful of immigrants unaccustomed to 
the cold picked up the art of igloo-making.

“When some of them saw me creating 
these blocks of snow, they voluntarily decid-
ed to give a hand to reach a common goal,” 
Midali said.

Working with a small crew of volunteers, 

Midali built six igloos, each taking four 
or five days to complete. Omar Kanteh, a 
Gambian citizen who has been in Italy for 
nine months, is among the newcomers who 
embraced the construction project, as well 
as its friendly foreman.

“God made snow, but this time, man made 
igloos,” Kanteh said. “It was very strange to 
me, so I am very excited. This is a new tal-
ent in my life.”

The igloos, which were set up as a mini-
village, sleep 18 altogether and have been 
fully booked on weekends since mid-Janu-
ary. Curious people stop by to snap photo-

graphs or for a peek inside the snow domes. 
Schools in Milan and Bergamo have brought 
children up for field trips.

For  $123, per person, a couple can dine 
at Midali’s restaurant, sleep in an igloo and 
eat an organic breakfast before embarking 
on a guided snowshoe excursion in the Valle 
Brembana mountains.

Midali thinks the project has allowed him 
and the migrants to understand each other 
a little better, maybe even to serve as an ex-
ample for others in San Simone.

In that way, the connection forged with 
tools and snow is a small counterpoint to 

the pre-election campaigning in Italy that 
has featured right-wing parties pledging to
expel thousands of migrants.

“You learn to know these young men,
where they are from and their background,
and they also learn about our background
and life here,” Midali said.

Praising Midali’s courage and open-
mindedness, Kanteh said he would like to
settle in San Simone if his application for
Italian asylum is approved.

“He loves me for who I am, and I also love
him for who he is,” he said. “It’s not about
me being from Africa and him from Eu-
rope. We are all from one race.”

Cristian Palazzi, president of the local
tourism board, said the igloo undertaking 
project was “a small step to give life to a
small community.”

“I cannot guarantee whether this is
enough, but for sure this has been a great
idea because without it, today San Simone
would be dead,”  he said.

Where ice warms hearts
To lure tourists, struggling Italian Alps village creates hamlet of igloos built by migrants 

 Tourists walk after sunset early this month in an igloo village in San Simone di Valleve, near Bergamo, northern Italy. 
Photos by Luca Bruno/AP

‘ It’s not about me being from Africa and him from 
Europe. We are all from one race. ’

Omar Kanteh
Gambian who helps build the igloos

From left:   Moussa Sissoko, left, of Mali, helps build an igloo with hamlet owner Davide Midali ;  tourists take a selfie ; and Omar Kanteh , of Gambia, lights a candle after sunset .
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Woman, 84, accused of 
shooting at ‘noisy’ kids

CA REDDING  — Northern 
California sheriff’s of-

ficials said an 84-year-old woman 
was arrested on suspicion of shoot-
ing toward her neighbor’s children 
because they were too noisy.

Authorities said Betty Frances 
Sanders fired a handgun Friday 
in the direction of the kids, who 
are between the ages of 8 and 10, 
after complaining about the noise 
from their motorcycles.   

The Redding Record Search-
light said the children’s mother 
told deputies she argued with 
Sanders before the woman 
opened fire.    

Turtle named Booga
released after rehab

FL MARATHON  — A 
young loggerhead sea 

turtle rescued from a fishing trap 
line was  returned to her ocean 
home off the Florida Keys.

Booga, named after the com-
mercial fishing boat whose crew 
rescued the 125-pound  reptile in 
late September, was released Sat-

urday at Marathon’s Sombrero 
Beach as hundreds of Keys resi-
dents and visitors watched.

 Booga’s right rear flipper was 
amputated due to the severe en-
tanglement injury.  

Turtle Hospital officials said 
that even with the missing flip-
per, Booga has excellent chances 
to survive and breed. 

Aquarium captures 
video of octopus birth 

VA VIRGINIA BEACH 
— A remarkable video 

showing the birth of an octopus at 
the Virginia Aquarium has been 
viewed more than 1 million times 
on social media.

The clip shows a baby Carib-
bean reef octopus wriggling out 
of a flowerlike section of eggs. 
Almost immediately, the color-
less creature’s cells fire pigment, 
giving it a brownish hue. It waves 
its tiny arms and shoots off into 
the water.

Aquarium spokesman Mat-
thew Klepeisz said researchers 
theorized that the swift pigment 
flow is either due to the stress of 
being born or an instinct to cam-
ouflage fast. 

 Bear wakes up early 
and attacks dog, owner

ME DEDHAM — Bear at-
tacks are unusual and 

even rarer in the winter when 
bears are supposed to be hiber-
nating. But a Maine man said 
that’s just what happened.

 Dustin Gray, 29, said a black 
bear lunged at him and his 11-
month-old puppy . The 6-foot-5 
man told the Bangor Daily News 
that he punched and kicked the 
150-pound bear until it fled and 
knocked him over in the process.

Gray suffered scratches and 
bruises, but his Labrador mix, 
Clover, suffered severe puncture 
wounds. Nicole Ireland at Penob-
scot Veterinary Services, where 
the dog was being treated, said 
Clover’s injuries were “consistent 
with a large animal attack.” 

 Girl wraps leash around 
neck; mom arrested

NH HUDSON — Police 
said a 3-year-old New 

Hampshire girl wrapped a re-
tractable dog leash around her 
neck and couldn’t breathe and 
her mother  was charged with en-

dangering the welfare of a child.
They said the toddler was left 

unattended in the living room of
a home  for an extended period of
time  Jan. 27 while the leash was 
on an ottoman . 

Police said the girl wrapped
the leash tightly around her neck 
multiple times. They responded 
to a 911 call, found the girl alert
and took her to a hospital. 

 Woman accused of 
shooting driver in face

PA CHURCHILL — Police 
said a woman is accused

of shooting a man in the face dur-
ing an argument while they were
driving through a Pittsburgh-
area borough.

Allegheny County police said
officers  and paramedics were
called to an intersection shortly 
before 2:30 a.m. Saturday.

They found a 31-year-old man
who was taken to a hospital and
later listed in stable condition.

Police  took   Taneisha Buice,
32, into custody  and charged her 
with attempted homicide, ag-
gravated assault and reckless 
endangering.  
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

40K
The weight in pounds of sweet potatoes a former NFL player  gifted his alma mater. The News & Observer 
of Raleigh reported Jason Brown had the 20 tons of root vegetables dumped on the front lawn of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill on Saturday morning to be bagged and donated to local food banks. 
Brown, a North Carolina native, left the league after seven years in 2012 to start First Fruits Farms.

 Server posts that church 
didn’t tip and gets fired

FL PALM BEACH GAR-
DENS  — A 25-year-old 

server at a Florida restaurant 
said she lost her job after posting 
on Facebook that she didn’t get 
tipped for a $735 take-out order 
placed by a local church.

Tamlynn Yoder told the Palm 
Beach Post that she took to social 
media after Christ Fellowship 
church placed a 75-item order 
 from Outback Steakhouse in 
Palm Beach Gardens.

Yoder said that because she 
spent much of her shift preparing 
the order, she only made $18 in 
total tips that day.  

When she went to work the next 
day, she was fired. 

 Wedding dress returned 
32 years after mix-up

OH WILLOWICK  — An 
Ohio woman was re-

united with her wedding dress 32 
years after a dry cleaner mix-up.

Ame Bartlebaugh said she went 
looking for her mother’s wedding 
dress at her grandmother’s house 
in Willowick on Feb. 4. The 25-
year-old is getting married in 
December 2019.

Bartlebaugh opened the box 
expecting a simple, sleeveless 
dress. She instead found a lacy, 
tiered dress. The wrong dress 
had been in her grandmother’s 
attic since it left a now-defunct 
dry cleaner in 1985.

Bartlebaugh posted about the 
mix-up on Facebook, and 24 hours 
later she got a response.

Michelle Havrilla received her 
dress Monday,  the first time she’s 
seen it since her own wedding in 
1985.   

Police seek man who hit 
sign with stolen cross

WI AHSWAUBENON  — 
Police in the Green Bay 

area are seeking a man who stole 
a large crucifix from a church 
and used it to damage a sign out-
side a TV station.

Nativity Parish members  wait-
ing for Mass on Friday   became 
terrified when a man hiding his 
face came into the chapel, com-
plaining loudly about the Catho-
lic Church. After being asked to 
leave, he took off with a 5-foot-tall 
crucifix from behind the altar.

WLUK-TV reported he  showed 
up there. He can be seen on se-
curity video swinging the cross at 
the FOX11 sign before an employ-
ee chased him away. He dropped 
the crucifix across the street.  

 Couple weds at annual 
ice fishing derby

NH MEREDITH — Even 
before the official 

winners were announced, John 
Parry was pretty sure he won 
best catch of the day at the annual 
Great Meredith Rotary Ice Fish-
ing Derby.

WMUR-TV reported that 
Parry and his longtime love, 
Jaye, got married on Lake Winni-
pesaukee’s frozen Meredith Bay 
on Saturday, the first day of the 
weekend long tournament. 

The annual event features food, 
fishing and  prizes.  

THE CENSUS

Undressed for the weather
 A nude model in a see-through poncho, above, and another nude model, right, pose  in the rain  during 
the Polar Bear Paint body-painting event in New York City’s Times Square on Saturday .  Dozens of 
body-painted models walked through the streets during the event, organized by artist Andy Golub .

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ANDY GOLUB/AP
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FACES

Danielle Herrington covers Sports Illustrated Swimsuit issue

 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED/AP 

  Danielle Herrington is on the 
cover of the 2018 Sports 
Illustrated swimsuit edition.  

Oliver relishes being 
able to do TV show 
without restrictions

Free reign

Being able to point 
out that [a] product is 
(lousy) and that tastes 
terrible, it’s really 
great to have that 
kind of freedom.

It’s addictive.”

HBO

John Oliver is the host of “Last Week Tonight.” The HBO show explores one  topic in depth 
each week, including net neutrality.

 From wire reports

Danielle Herrington is the 
Sports Illustrated Swimsuit cover 
model for 2018.

The magazine revealed its 
swimsuit edition cover Tuesday. 
Herrington is the third black 
woman to appear on the cover of 
the annual issue that launched in 
1964. 

Beyonce appeared on the cover 
in 2007. Tyra Banks was the cover 
model in 1996 and 1997.

Herrington first appeared in 
the magazine’s swimsuit issue 
last year.

Sports Illustrated Swimsuit ed-
itor MJ Day says that even though 
the issue was conceived and shot 
before the #MeToo movement 
heated up last fall, it’s about more 
than just women in swimsuits. 
Day says the magazine is “creat-
ing and giving platforms to these 
women” and presenting them as 
multidimensional people.

 Rep: Smashing Pumpkins 
tried to include bassist 

 A spokesperson for The Smash-
ing Pumpkins said the band has 
tried to include ex-bassist D’arcy 
Wretzky in its upcoming reunion 
though she claims she has been 
excluded.

The representative said Mon-
day that band members Billy 
Corgan, James Iha and Jimmy 

Chamberlin haven’t played a 
show with Wretzky in nearly two 
decades though they’ve reached 
out to the performer.

“In reuniting The Smashing 
Pumpkins, the band’s dedica-
tion remains to its fans and its 
music. To that, James Iha, Jimmy 
Chamberlin, and William Corgan 
haven’t played a show with D’arcy 
Wretzky for over 18 years. But it’s 
not for a lack of trying,” read the 
statement to The Associated Press. 
“Despite reports, Ms. Wretzky 
has repeatedly been invited out to 
play with the group, participate in 
demo sessions, or at the very least, 
meet face-to-face, and in each 
and every instance she always de-
ferred. We wish her all the best, 
and look forward to reconnecting 
with you all very soon.”

Last month Wretzky told the 
music website BlastEcho she 
would not be involved in the re-
union. She offered more details 
in a BlastEcho story  Sunday, say-
ing Corgan invited her to join the 
band again but later rescinded. 

Other news
�  Multiple accusations of sex-

ual exploitation won’t keep James 
Franco away from “The Deuce.” 
Writer Megan Abbott told Enter-
tainment Tonight Sunday that the 
39-year-old actor will “of course” 
return to the HBO show, on which 
he plays twins running the front 

for the mob in Times Square, 
for its sophomore season. Five 
women accused Franco of inap-
propriate conduct and abuse of 
power in an early January Los 
Angeles Times story .  Franco has 
denied the allegations. 

�  Pulitzer Prize winner Doris 
Kearns Goodwin will have a new 
book out this year. “Leadership” 
will be published in September, 
Simon & Schuster told The Associ-
ated Press on Tuesday. The book 
will compare the approaches of 
four presidents that Goodwin has 
written about before: Abraham 
Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, 
Franklin Roosevelt and Lyndon 
Johnson.  

� Seal will not face criminal 
charges in a sexual battery com-
plaint filed last month by his ex-
neighbor, the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s Office said 
Monday. The case — in which ac-
tress Tracey Birdsall claimed the 
“Kiss from a Rose” singer groped 
her and tried to kiss her — was 
rejected due to a lack of witnesses 
and evidence, as well as an ex-
pired statute of limitations.  

 �  Dessa’s latest project is all 
words. The Minneapolis-based 
rapper-singer has a deal with 
Dutton for a book of essays, the 
publisher told The Associated 
Press on Monday. “My Own De-
vices: True Stories from the Road 
on Music, Science, and Senseless 
Love” is scheduled to come out 

Sept. 18.  She is a member of the 
indie group Doomtree and her 
solo album, “Chime,” comes out 
Feb . 23.   

�  Parkinson’s disease has 
forced legendary guitarist Glenn 
Tipton to drop out of the upcom-
ing Judas Priest tour. The Brit-
ish rockers say Tipton is stepping 
down from touring due to the ail-
ment, which began to afflict him 
a decade ago. 

� Vic Damone, whose mellow 
baritone once earned praise from 
Frank Sinatra as “the best pipes 
in the business,” has died in Flor-
ida at the age of 89, his daughter 
said. Victoria Damone told The 
Associated Press in a phone in-
terview Monday that her father 
died Sunday at a Miami Beach 
hospital from complications of 
a respiratory illness. Damone’s 
easy-listening romantic ballads 
brought him million-selling re-
cords and sustained a half-cen-
tury career . 

�  Country singer Daryle Sin-
gletary, who sang songs like “I Let 
Her Lie” and “Too Much Fun,” 
has died. A publicist says Single-
tary died at his home in Leba-
non, Tenn., on Monday at age 46. 
  Singletary was born in Cairo, Ga., 
and was among a wave of country 
traditionalists in the late 1990s. 

�  Marty Allen, the baby-faced, 
bug-eyed comedian with wild 
black hair who was a staple of TV 
variety shows, game shows and 

talk shows for decades, died Mon-
day  in Las Vegas. He was 95 .    
�  Broadway star and five-time 

Tony Award nominee Jan Max-
well has died. She was 61. Her 
husband, actor and playwright
Robert Emmet Lunney, says she 
died on Sunday at her Manhattan
home following a long battle with
cancer.   

�   SAG-AFTRA, the union rep-
resenting about 160,000 actors
and other performers, is trying a 
new approach to protect its mem-
bers from sexual harassment . 
The guild released a code of con-
duct on Saturday that outlines 
best practices for the handling of
workplace sexual harassment. 

 BY DAVID BAUDER

Associated Press 

 HBO’s John Oliver so relished being 
able to trash AT&T’s cellphone ser-
vice that he can’t imagine doing 
“Last Week Tonight” under corpo-

rate restrictions.
His network’s corporate parent, Time War-

ner, is waiting to see whether a proposed take-
over by AT&T will be approved. Oliver’s show, 
which begins its fifth season on Sunday, has 
been able to operate with freedom in part be-
cause HBO’s business depends on subscribers 
instead of advertisers, and he’s become quite 

accustomed to it. “We were drawing a line in 
the sand,” Oliver said Monday, referring to an 
episode last season that discussed corporate 
mergers, including Time Warner’s. “I don’t an-
ticipate the ground underneath us shifting and 
if it does, that is going to be a problem. We’ll go 
down screaming.”

He said he realizes that “Last Week To-
night” is lucky to have the ability to do the 
lengthy, journalism-style explorations of is-
sues and the jokes it gets to do along the way.

“Being able to point out that this product 
is (lousy) and that tastes terrible, it’s really 
great to have that kind of freedom,” he said. 

“It’s addictive.”
Besides some topical jokes, the 

show’s centerpiece is one lengthy ex-
ploration of an issue each week. Oliver 
tackles topics that would seem televi-
sion-unfriendly, like net neutrality or 
health care financing, and teaching 
an audience while having some laughs 
along the way.

He’s reluctant to talk about any top-
ics that the show will cover during a 
new season, both to preserve the ele-
ment of surprise and because they 
probably wouldn’t sound appetizing. 
“If we say to people, ‘look, we’re going 
to talk about Sinclair Broadcasting,’ 
you’ll think ‘good, that’s a half-hour 
extra sleep I’ll have,’ ” he said.

The show constantly has to weigh 
how much of the  actions of the Trump 
administration to address, both be-
cause he doesn’t want to change its for-
mula, and since  topics are picked clean 
by daily topical comedy shows. News, 
and the humor pulled out of it, moves 
so fast that programs like the “Late 
Show” had to go live after Trump’s 
State of the Union address because 
the jokes would seem stale 24 hours 
later, he said. But there are some topics 
— like when Trump commented upon 
the demonstrations in Charlottesville, 
V a. — where not talking about it would 
be like an editorial decision in itself, he 
said.

Despite starting its fifth season, Oli-
ver said the show still feels new. He’s 
contracted to do two more seasons, 
and an HBO executive sitting near 
him at a news conference indicated 
the network would like more.

“I still feel there is a lot of room to 
get better,” Oliver said. “I don’t feel 
like we’re at cruising altitude yet.” 
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 BY STEVEN ZEITCHIK

The Washington Post

Apple is turning up the volume 
on Apple Music, the streaming 
subscription that comes loaded 
on its devices, including the new 
HomePod smart speaker.

But that could mute the poten-
tial of Spotify, the independent 
music subscription service that 
aims to go public this year.

“We are at an inflection point in 
digital music,” said Lloyd Greif, 
who runs Greif & Co., a Los An-
geles-based investment company 
specialized in entertainment and 
media. “If Spotify doesn’t make a 
move, Apple could be dominating 
within 12 months. Apple is com-
ing for them and they can’t stand 
still.”

Since it launched nearly three 

years ago, Apple Music has tried 
hard to make inroads against 
Spotify. The Swedish company, 
founded in 2008, entered the U.S. 
market in 2011 and quickly began 
accumulating subscribers with 
its tantalizing offer of millions 
of songs at the swipe of a finger. 
(It also offers an ad-supported 
service that generates far less 
revenue.)

As of late 2017, Spotify had 18.2 
million subscribers in the U.S. 
compared with Apple Music’s 15 
million, according to Billboard. 
Both charge $9.99 monthly for 
their primary service. (Globally, 
Spotify has a significant advan-
tage — 140 million active users, 
according to the company, nearly 
twice Apple’s tally.)

But Apple is gaining on Spotify. 
According to a Wall Street Jour-

nal story, Apple currently has a 
5 percent monthly growth rate in 
paid U.S. subscribers compared 
with 2 percent for its chief com-
petitor. If that holds, Apple will 
surpass the Swedish firm by sum-
mer  —  especially salient given 
Spotify’s plans for a U.S. IPO in 
the coming months.

Apple and Spotify declined to 
comment.

 Apple is bidding for a music-
streaming edge by locking users 
into its universe of products. 
Apple Music works far more eas-
ily on HomePod, which debuted 
Friday, than other music stream-
ers. That both incentivizes people 
to buy HomePod and, maybe 
more importantly, gives consum-
ers who have HomePod reason to 
sign up for the service. 

Streaming now accounts for 62 

percent of music revenues in the 
U.S., according to the Recording 
Industry Association of America, 
thanks to Apple Music and Spo-
tify, as well as less popular ser-
vices from Pandora, Amazon and 
YouTube.  
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Military rates
Euro costs (Feb. 14) .......................... $1.2674
Dollar buys (Feb. 14) ..........................€0.789
British pound (Feb. 14) ........................ $1.43
Japanese yen (Feb. 14) ......................106.00
South Korean won (Feb. 14) ......... 1,056.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................... 0.3770
British pound ........................................  $1.3903
Canada (Dollar) ....................................... 1.2612
China (Yuan) ...........................................  6.3462
Denmark (Krone) .................................... 6.0241
Egypt (Pound)........................................ 17.7069
Euro ............................................ $1.2366/0.8087
Hong Kong (Dollar) ................................ 7.8214
Hungary (Forint) ....................................  252.53
Israel (Shekel) ........................................  3.5353
Japan (Yen)............................................... 107.63
Kuwait (Dinar) ........................................  0.3001
Norway (Krone) ...................................... 7.8933
Philippines (Peso) .................................... 52.03
Poland (Zloty) .............................................. 3.38
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.7499
Singapore (Dollar).................................. 1.3224
South Korea (Won) ............................  1,083.78
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 0.9334
Thailand (Baht) .........................................  31.51
Turkey (New Lira) ..................................  3.8069
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 4.50
Discount rate  .......................................... 2.00
Federal funds market rate ................... 1.42
3-month bill  ............................................. 1.57
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.14

MARKET WATCH
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

 BY ABHA BHATTARAI

The Washington Post

Amazon.com is laying off hun-
dreds of workers in its Seattle 
headquarters and beyond, revers-
ing a yearslong trend of breakneck 
hiring and expansion, according 
to a person familiar with the com-
pany’s decision.

The online giant, which last 
year added nearly 130,000 em-
ployees globally, will cut “a few 
hundred” positions in its Seattle 
headquarters, as well as hundreds 
more globally, the person said. 
Layoffs began a few weeks ago, 

part of a strategy to trim parts 
of the existing retail business in 
favor of adding jobs to support 
rapidly-growing areas, such as 
its Amazon Echo devices, digital 
entertainment and video, and the 
company’s Amazon Web Services 
cloud business, said the person, 
who spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity to discuss internal plans. 
The Seattle Times originally re-
ported the news Monday.

“As part of our annual plan-
ning process, we are making head 
count adjustments across the 
company — small reductions in 
a couple of places and aggressive 

hiring in many others,” an Ama-
zon spokesman said in an email. 
“For affected employees, we work 
to find roles in the areas where we 
are hiring.” 

As one of the country’s largest 
private employers, Amazon has 
been hiring aggressively in recent 
years. Last year, the company 
announced plans to hire 50,000 
warehouse workers, staging a 
one-day blitz dubbed “Amazon 
jobs day.” The company is also 
scouting sites for a second North 
American headquarters, where it 
plans to employ as many as 50,000 

full-time workers, many of them 
in high-paying office jobs. Those 
plans will not be affected by the 
latest layoffs, according to the 
person. 

Amazon cuts some workers 
as it adds jobs elsewhere

Apple may have muscle to knock off Spotify

TED S. WARREN/AP

People walk outside  Amazon.com’s corporate headquarters  in 
Seattle on Monday . After a ramp-up of hiring last year, Amazon says 
it will cut  hundreds of positions in Seattle and elsewhere. 
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BY NOAH FELDMAN

Bloomberg View

New York Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman effectively blocked 
a sale of the failing Weinstein Co. 
on Sunday by suing it for violat-

ing state sex discrimination laws. Is he a 
white knight protecting the interests of 
Harvey Weinstein’s victims? Or a public-
ity-seeking politician poised to destroy in-
vestors’ value by forcing the company into 
bankruptcy?

The answer depends on a simple prin-
ciple: Any sale should benefit Weinstein’s 
victims, not harm them. When a company 
is failing in large part because of a legal 
wrong done by the company or its manag-
ers, the company’s fate should be deter-
mined by considering the interests of the 
people harmed by the wrongdoing.

Creditors’ and shareholders’ interests 
matter too, of course. But they voluntarily 
assume the risks of doing business, in-
cluding the risk of bankruptcy. Victims of 
legal harm, in contrast — like victims of 
sexual harassment and assault — by defi-
nition didn’t assume the risk of the wrongs 
done to them. Their right to compensation 
should come first.

That leaves the more complicated issue 
of whether the particular proposed sale of 
T he Weinstein Co. would have left the vic-
tims better or worse off.

The potential buyers, a group led by for-
mer Obama administration official Maria 
Contreras-Sweet, had reportedly worked 
out a plan to create a $30 million fund to 
compensate the victims. Presumably, 
this would have come from a combina-
tion of insurance and cash taken out of the 
company.

It’s hard to know from the outside wheth-
er this report was accurate. A spokesman 
for the attorney general’s office said that 

it had reviewed the deal and that it did 
not include provisions for a compensation 
fund. Schneiderman’s lawsuit specifically 
alleged that the sale could potentially leave 
victims “without redress.”

It would have been foolhardy for any in-
vestor to acquire The Weinstein Co. without 
having a strategy to manage any liabilities. 
As of October, more than 90 women said 
they were victimized by Weinstein, more 
than a dozen of whom said they had been 
raped. The list continues to be updated, 
and the numbers continue to rise. Wein-
stein has denied allegations of noncon-
sensual sex, and his attorney said Sunday 
“there certainly was no criminality” in his 
actions.

Given those numbers, it seems entirely 
possible that $30 million would have been 
an inadequate sum to designate for com-
pensation. Damages would likely go be-
yond the direct costs and extraordinary 
pain and suffering associated with rape 
and harassment. They could very well in-
clude lost wages by actors whose careers 
Weinstein is said to have torpedoed after 
his advances were rejected.

For The Weinstein Co. to have been le-
gally liable for Harvey Weinstein’s harm 
to his victims, he would have to had been 
acting in his official capacity. It would also 
help the victims’ case if the company’s em-
ployees had helped facilitate his conduct. 
Both of these circumstances seem rela-
tively easy to prove. So the company could 
very well be on the hook for much more 
than $30 million.

But that judgment should have been up 
to the buyers, not the New York attorney 
general. Blocking the sale is justified only 
if it would preserve more assets for the vic-
tims, not fewer.

In general, it’s preferable from the 
victims’ perspective for a company that 
harmed them to stay in business, make a 

profit — and be able to afford to compen-
sate them fully for their injuries. If a sale 
will save a company and simultaneously
allow for a compensation fund, it should
ordinarily be allowed to go through. If,
however, a deal may actually leave the vic-
tims out in the cold, it wouldn’t be unprec-
edented for the company to be forced into
bankruptcy and made to meet the interests 
of its creditors — including the victims.

That’s not uncommon in mass tort cases.
Think of A.H. Robins , manufacturer of
the Dalkon Shield contraceptive device. 
It  declared bankruptcy, and its acquirer, 
American Home Products, created a $2.48
billion victims’ compensation fund.

It’s a little out of the ordinary to think
of a single abuser’s conduct as a kind of 
mass tort. But from the perspective of
the company, that’s exactly what Harvey 
Weinstein’s conduct seems to have been.
He was a central moving force in the com-
pany, building relationships and producing 
films. And in the course of doing so, he was
(assuming the truth of the allegations) si-
multaneously inflicting unlawful harm on
many, many women, using the leverage of 
his official position.

In essence, then, Harvey Weinstein was
a mass tortfeasor . The Weinstein Co. will 
have to bear the brunt of his actions.

Whether Schneiderman’s intervention
turns out to have been justified will depend
on how fully Weinstein’s victims get com-
pensated. The long-term consequences of 
the entire series of events, however, go be-
yond that concrete issue. The real societal
response to mass torts is to find ways to
prevent such harms from occurring in the
future. Compensating victims may be part
of that process. But on its own, it won’t be
enough.
Noah Feldman is a Bloomberg View columnist. He 
is a professor of constitutional and international 
law at Harvard University . 

BY CONOR SEN

Bloomberg View

Economists debate how close the 
U.S. is to full employment, but 
less often discussed is where the 
most crucial constraints are in 

the labor market.
If we have a shortage of line cooks, the 

economy can adapt without even adding 
any new line cooks. The wages for exist-
ing line cooks would rise, and dining out 
would become more expensive, inducing 
some consumers to eat at home instead. 
That reduces the business at restaurants 
and eases the shortage of line cooks.

If we have a shortage of bank tellers, fi-
nancial institutions can raise pay and train 
new tellers, or can encourage consumers 
to switch to online banking.

But truck drivers are a different matter, 
because of how crucial freight is to the U.S. 
economy. And for a variety of reasons, it’s 
truck drivers that represent the most wor-
risome constraint on U.S. economic growth 
at the moment.

The trucking industry is distinct because 
it’s the lifeblood of moving goods around 
the country, representing 70 percent of 
the nation’s freight volume by weight. 
Without enough trucks and drivers on the 
road, some combination of things is going 
to happen: Shipments will be delayed, and 
producers will have to pay higher prices to 
get goods to market.

Industry leaders have been complaining 
about a truck driver shortage for a while, 
but unlike other industries that have been 
complaining about worker shortages, we 
have real evidence both in employment 
numbers and in business activity that the 
shortage is starting to have an impact on 

the economy. The construction indus-
try has been complaining about a worker 
shortage for years, and yet in the trailing 
12 months construction employment has 
grown by more than 200,000 workers. 
Workers may be tough to find, but the in-
dustry is figuring it out.

Not so in trucking. The level of employ-
ment in the truck transportation industry, 
the category broken out in the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics’ employment report, is es-
sentially unchanged since the middle of 
2015. This level happens to coincide with 
the peak attained in the last economic 
cycle in 2006.

Companies have been highlighting 
freight constraints in their fourth-quar-
ter earnings calls as being responsible for 
higher operating costs and lower profit 
margins. Hershey noted that their adjust-
ed gross margin fell by 180 basis points in 
part because of higher freight costs. Clo-
rox said gross margins are going to fall be-
cause of higher transportation costs. Food 
service company Sysco  noted the same. All 
three are over $10 billion  companies whose 
shares fell sharply on the news.

There’s no reason to think the labor situ-
ation in the trucking industry should get 
better anytime soon. Everyone in business 
and the technology sectors is talking about 
a future of self-driving trucks — hardly 
giving prospective workers the incentive 
to commit to multi-week classes to attain 
a commercial driver’s license for an indus-
try that might be going away. In the short 
term, truckers must switch from logging 
their hours on paper to doing it electroni-
cally by April 1 or face penalties, which 
may reduce driver capacity by no longer 
allowing drivers to fudge their hours on 
paper to stay on the road longer.

Some labor market economists are
concerned that even though the stated
unemployment rate is low, the employ-
ment-to-population ratio for prime-age
workers between the ages of 25 and 54 is
still moderately below the peaks of the last 
two economic cycles, suggesting the labor
market is still not at its full potential. But if
we can’t find additional truck drivers, this 
places a constraint on what types of eco-
nomic growth are still possible. If someone
wants to open a new factory and finds the 
workers to build products, but the cost of
freight is too high because of a truck driver
shortage, then that business becomes un-
economical and the U.S. economy has for-
gone output.

This is surge pricing on a grand scale.
The risk is that the economy of “moving 
stuff” in the U.S. becomes like trying to 
hail a car from a ride-sharing service after
midnight on New Year’s Eve. We end up
in a situation with freight demand — ev-
erything from companies trying to ship
their products to big box stores, to Amazon
deliveries, to fast food restaurants await-
ing shipments, to homebuilders receiv-
ing building materials — far outstripping 
supply. In such a situation, prices adjust
until they go high enough to kill sufficient 
demand. And some of the accompanying 
higher freight costs get passed on to con-
sumers, raising inflation and making the
Fed more aggressive in raise rates.

The tragedy of the current economic
situation is that a cycle dominated by the 
promise of a tech-driven automated future 
may end up cut short by an old-economy
problem of too few human drivers.
Conor Sen is a Bloomberg View columnist. He is a 
portfolio manager for New River Investments in 
Atlanta . 

Weinstein Co. sale must put victims first

Bad for business: US has too few truck drivers



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •

OPINION
F3HIJKLM                   PAGE 21Wednesday, February 14, 2018

BY MAX BOOT

The Washington Post

As far back as 1962, the historian 
and author Daniel J. Boorstin  la-
mented the replacement of real 
news with the “pseudo-event,” 

a “synthetic novelty” manufactured by 
“round-the-clock media,” as well as the 
replacement of the hero — someone such 
as Joan of Arc, William Shakespeare 
or George Washington “who has shown 
greatness in some achievement” — with 
the “celebrity,” whom the author described 
as “a person who is well known for his well-
known-ness.” Little could Boorstin have 
imagined that pseudo-events and celebri-
ties would take over not just our culture 
but also our politics.

After years of drowning in coverage of 
Princess Diana, Madonna, Beyonce and 
Jay-Z, “The Real Housewives,” Kate Mid-
dleton and, of course, the Kardashians, it 
was only natural that voters would select 
a reality television star as president. The 
cult of celebrity, having already disfigured 
our domestic politics, is now infecting for-
eign policy as well.

Kim Yo Jong, the sister of the despot Kim 
Jong Un, is being treated as if she were one 
of the Spice Girls. A headline blared: “Kim 
Jong Un’s sister is stealing the show at the 
Winter Olympics.” One article claimed: 
“North Korea has emerged as the early fa-
vorite to grab one of the Winter Olympics’ 
most important medals: the diplomatic 
gold.” Another declared: “They marveled 
at her barely-there makeup and her lack of 
bling. They commented on her plain black 

outfits and simple purse. They noted the 
flower-shaped clip that kept her hair back 
in a no-nonsense style.”

Poor Vice President Mike Pence. After 
agreeing to play second fiddle to a third-
rate celebrity in the White House, he found 
himself at the Olympics overshadowed by 
someone who makes President Donald 
Trump look like an intellectual and moral 
giant. The breathless coverage given to 
Kim Yo Jong’s visit — the first by a mem-
ber of the royal Kim clan to the South — is 
not only vapid, it is dangerous and disgust-
ing. This is the modern-day equivalent of 
celebrating Paula Hitler, Adolf’s sister, or 

Josef  Stalin’s children, except that Kim Yo 
Jong is more complicit in totalitarianism 
than they were.

The United Nations’ Commission of In-
quiry on Human Rights in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea concluded in 
2014 that the North is guilty of “crimes 
against humanity,” including “extermina-
tion, murder, enslavement, torture, impris-
onment, rape, forced abortions and other 
sexual violence, persecution on political, 
religious, racial and gender grounds, the 
forcible transfer of populations, the en-
forced disappearance of persons and the 
inhumane act of knowingly causing pro-
longed starvation.” As the U.N. experts put 
it: “The gravity, scale and nature of these 
violations reveal a state that does not have 
any parallel in the contemporary world.”

The report goes on to detail a sickening 
litany of abuse. To take one example at ran-
dom, consider the actions of the State Se-
curity Department, North Korea’s secret 
police: “In August 2011, SSD agents ar-
rested the 17-year old son of the witness in 
Hoeryoung City, North Hamgyong Prov-
ince for watching South Korean movies. 
He was so badly tortured that his left ankle 
was shattered and his face was bruised and 
grossly disfigured. The SSD only released 
him after the family raised a large bribe. 
Shortly after his release, the boy died from 
a brain hemorrhage from which he suf-
fered as a result of the beatings endured 
under interrogation.”

Far from making this system more hu-
mane, Kim Jong Un has added some per-
verse touches of his own. He has ordered 
the executions of his own uncle and half  

brother — in the latter case using a weap-
on of mass destruction (the deadly nerve
agent VX) at a busy international airport.
He also reportedly had his own defense
minister blown apart with anti-aircraft 
guns for falling asleep during one of his
harangues.

None of this is a reason for Trump to pre-
emptively attack North Korea because it is
developing a nuclear-tipped ICBM capable 
of hitting the United States. Deterrence and
containment are the right way to deal with 
the North, just as we have dealt with the
far bigger threat from Russia for decades.
But nor should revulsion at Trump’s saber-
rattling lead anyone to go to the opposite 
extreme and imagine that North Korea is a
possible partner for peace.

The only reason Kim Jong Un is reach-
ing out to South Korea — he has offered to
host President Moon Jae-in for a summit in
Pyongyang — is to drive a wedge between
Washington and Seoul. The Kim family 
strategy has remained unchanged since
the 1950s: Convince the United States to
remove its troops from South Korea, and
coerce the South into reunification on the 
North’s terms. In other words, extend the
gulag across the entire Korean Peninsula.

It is pathetic to see so much of the media 
play into Kim’s evil hands with breathless 
coverage of his little sister at the Winter
Olympics — a “pseudo-event” if there was
one.
 Max Boot, a Washington Post columnist, is the 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick senior fellow for national
security studies at the Council on Foreign 
Relations and author of “The Road Not Taken: 
Edward Lansdale and the American Tragedy in 
Vietnam.”

BY ANDREW MALCOLM

Special to McClatchy

Remember Republicans’ endur-
ing commitment over most of our 
lifetimes to eliminate the federal 
budget deficit and trim the na-

tional debt? Well, forget it.
In fact, with the GOP controlling the 

White House and both houses of Congress, 
the government this year will likely inflict 
nearly an additional $1 trillion  on the exist-
ing $20 trillion national debt. And just like 
your credit card balance, the total federal 
obligations will also increase right along 
with now rising interest rates.

Amazingly after all the promises and 
pleas for more than two generations, it 
seems everyone, except maybe a show-
boat senator making a futile late-night 
legislative gesture, seems good with such 
overspending.

This week President Donald Trump 
unveiled the White House $4.4 trillion 
budget, which isn’t worth its own printing 
costs. It includes numerous program cuts 
and increased military spending.

But White House budgets are always 
doomed, since Congress thinks it does the 
annual budgeting, or better said, in recent 
times fails to do the annual budgeting. But 
even Trump’s 2019 document anticipates a 
$984 billion deficit, 48 percent larger than 
the last complete fiscal year.

Additionally, the administration released 
a much-anticipated, or at least much-talk-
ed about, $1.5 trillion nationwide infra-
structure repair proposal. “We’re trying 
to build roads and bridges,” said Trump, 
“and fix bridges that are falling down. And 
we have a hard time getting the money. It’s 
crazy.”

Everyone pretty well agrees that much 
of the nation’s infrastructure is badly 
corroded, even crumbling, from delayed 
maintenance.

“This,” a White House briefing official 
said, “in no way, shape or form should be 
considered a take-it-or-leave-it proposal. 
This is the start of a negotiation, bicamer-
al, bipartisan negotiation, to find the best 
solution for infrastructure in the U.S.”

Sounds reasonable. Also hopeful, very 
hopeful. The usually cranky minority 
Democrats could be expected to embrace 
such grand-scale Washington spending, 
much of which could be touted to their 
union supporters beginning in an election 
year.

Trump will need that Democratic sup-
port. That’s because after the tax cuts that 
will add over $1 trillion to the deficit in 
the next 10 years even with an improving 
economy, a fair number of Republican hyp-
ocrites are now likely to rediscover their 
yellowing notes on fiscal responsibility.

Those tired words recall how terrible 
were President Barack Obama’s four 
straight $1 trillion  budget deficits. And 
how vital it is for the nation’s future that 
current budgets be balanced. And how im-
perative that an incomprehensible national 
debt with 15 zeros be slashed over time, 
likely by some future generation of pols.

The need for bipartisan support also 
sounds atypically realistic for Capitol Hill, 
which is good for a change.

Picture this: Trump’s proposed infra-
structure plan will fall under the umbrel-
las of at least six committees in the House 
and another five committees in the Sen-
ate, all chaired by Republicans — for now. 
Even Amazon’s vast cloud computers can’t 
calculate all the permutations, obstacles 
and political cross-currents such a legisla-
tive journey would witness.

Perhaps more importantly, all this 
spending and proposed spending under-
lines the death of the GOP’s traditional 
fiscal conservatism under the leadership 
of a political insurgent and real estate bil-

lionaire whose companies declared bank-
ruptcy a half-dozen times.

The longtime Democratic donor prom-
ised to nominate conservative judges and 
cut regulations. He has delivered there. 
As a campaigner, he complained about the 
costs of many things. But he never prom-
ised fiscal conservatism.

To be fair, Republicans never invited 
Trump to take them over. In fact, they ran 
15 men and one woman to stop him. They 
each failed because the even wealthier son 
of a wealthy man heard the heartland anger 
and frustration all the others missed.

Now, facing the dark prospects of a fore-
boding midterm election, his Republican 
Party is going along with the predictably 
unpredictable man they chronically grum-
ble about. Gone is the gospel of the House 
Budget Committee’s detailed 10-year tax-

and-spending plans that would eliminate 
budget deficits for good. Oh, look! That
committee’s former chairman is now
Speaker Paul Ryan.

We’ll surely hear more fiscal hyperbole
and see some political blocking plays this 
year from the alleged conservatives of 
the Freedom Caucus. After all, like every 
House member and a third of the Senate,
they too must face voters on Nov. 6.

And as for reforming costly entitlements, 
the largest expense and real fiscal volcano
beneath the molten federal spending di-
lemma, that must await another year and a
crop of elected office-holders brave enough
and willing to commit political suicide. In 
other words, don’t hold your breath.
Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran
national and foreign correspondent covering 
politics since the 1960s. 

Trump, GOP eschew fiscal conservatism

Media should stop fawning over Kim Jong Un’s sister

BEE JAE-MAN, YONHAP/via AP

South Korean President Moon Jae-in talks 
with Kim Yo Jong, sister of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, during a performance 
of North Korea’s Samjiyon Orchestra  in 
Seoul, South Korea, on Sunday  . 
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Sports 
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SCOREBOARD
College basketball

AP Men’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 11, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking:
 Record Pts Prv
 1. Virginia (30) 23-2 1557 2
 2. Michigan St. (21) 24-3 1527 4
 3. Villanova (9) 23-2 1518 1
 4. Xavier (5) 23-3 1465 5
 5. Cincinnati 23-2 1359 6
 6. Purdue 23-4 1269 3
 7. Texas Tech 21-4 1258 7
 8. Ohio St. 22-5 1094 14
 9. Gonzaga 23-4 1063 12
10. Auburn 22-3 1025 8
11. Clemson 20-4 945 16
12. Duke 20-5 942 9
13. Kansas 19-6 816 10
14. North Carolina 19-7 763 21
15. Saint Mary’s (Cal) 24-3 683 11
16. Rhode Island 20-3 666 18
17. Arizona 20-6 594 13
18. Tennessee 18-6 580 15
19. Wichita St. 19-5 495 22
20. West Virginia 18-7 339 19
21. Texas A&M 17-8 241 —
22. Michigan 20-7 239 20
23. Oklahoma 16-8 152 17
24. Nevada 21-5 87 23
25. Arizona St. 19-6 83 —

Others receiving votes: New Mexico 
St. 66, Florida 48, Creighton 44, Butler 43, 
Virginia Tech 29, Middle Tennessee 26, 
Alabama 22, Houston 16, Nebraska 15, 
Missouri 14, Miami 10, Kentucky 8, TCU 8, 
ETSU 5, Oklahoma St. 4, St. Bonaventure 
3, Louisville 2, Vermont 1, Florida St. 1.

USA Today Men’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in the USA Today 

men’s college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 11, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Michigan State (17) 24-3 763 4
 2. Villanova (8) 23-2 742 1
 3. Virginia (5) 23-2 736 2
 4. Xavier (1) 23-3 719 5
 5. Cincinnati (1) 23-2 675 6
 6. Texas Tech 21-4 604 7
 7. Purdue 23-4 601 3
 8. Gonzaga 23-4 542 11
 9. Ohio State 22-5 517 16
10. Duke 20-5 486 8
11. Auburn 22-3 447 9
12. Clemson 20-4 424 15
13. Kansas 19-6 393 10
14. Rhode Island 20-3 342 19
15. Saint Mary’s 24-3 341 12
16. North Carolina 19-7 314 22
17. Tennessee 18-6 290 14
18. Wichita State 19-5 250 21
19. Arizona 20-6 237 13
20. West Virginia 18-7 184 17
21. Michigan 20-7 174 20
22. Arizona State 19-6 88 —
23. Oklahoma 16-8 87 18
24. Nevada 21-5 76 23
25. Creighton 18-7 62 —

Others receiving votes: Florida 57, 
Texas A&M 51, Middle Tennessee 32, New 
Mexico State 30, Houston 25, Miami 23, 
Butler 20, Nebraska 18, Virginia Tech 17, 
Alabama 6, Loyola of Chicago 6, UCLA 6, 
Louisville 5, Kentucky 4, Seton Hall 3, TCU 
2, ETSU 1.

Monday’s men’s scores
EAST

Bucknell 65, Colgate 64
Canisius 81, Fairfield 63
Siena 82, Iona 78, OT
West Virginia 82, TCU 66

SOUTH
Alcorn St. 84, Ark.-Pine Bluff 52
Bethune-Cookman 99, NC Central 81
Chowan 82, Johnson C. Smith 81
Clayton St. 85, Augusta 72
Hampton 82, Coppin St. 79
Howard 84, Md.-Eastern Shore 56
Mercer 74, Samford 69
Morgan St. 74, Florida A&M 48
Norfolk St. 93, Delaware St. 58
North Carolina 83, Notre Dame 66
Savannah St. 108, NC A&T 106
Southern U. 55, MVSU 51
UNC Greensboro 74, ETSU 56

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 74, Texas 73, 2OT
Grambling St. 78, Texas Southern 55
Prairie View 63, Jackson St. 58, OT

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule
Wednesday’s games

No. 3 Villanova at Providence
No. 4 Xavier vs. Seton Hall
No. 10 Auburn vs. Kentucky
No. 11 Clemson at Florida State
No. 12 Duke vs. Virginia Tech
No. 22 Michigan vs. Iowa
No. 24 Nevada at Boise State

Thursday’s games
No. 5 Cincinnati at Houston
No. 6 Purdue at Wisconsin
No. 8 Ohio State at Penn State
No. 9 Gonzaga vs. Loyola Marymount
No. 15 Saint Mary’s at San Francisco
No. 17 Arizona at No. 25 Arizona State
No. 19 Wichita State vs. Temple

Friday’s game
No. 16 Rhode Island at St. Bonaventure

Saturday’s games
No. 2 Michigan State at Northwestern
No. 3 Villanova at No. 4 Xavier

No. 7 Texas Tech at Baylor
No. 9 Gonzaga vs. Pepperdine
No. 10 Auburn at South Carolina
No. 13 Kansas vs. No. 20 West Virginia
No. 14 North Carolina at Louisville
No. 15 Saint Mary’s at Portland
No. 18 Tennessee at Georgia
No. 21 Texas A&M at Arkansas
No. 23 Oklahoma vs. Texas
No. 24 Nevada at Utah State

Sunday’s games
No. 5 Cincinnati vs. No. 19 Wichita State
No. 6 Purdue vs. Penn State
No. 8 Ohio State at No. 22 Michigan
No. 11 Clemson vs. No. 12 Duke

AP Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Feb. 11, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. UConn (32) 24-0 800 1
 2. Mississippi St. 26-0 765 2
 3. Baylor 23-1 731 3
 4. Louisville 25-1 702 4
 5. Notre Dame 23-2 682 5
 6. Texas 20-4 614 6
 7. UCLA 21-4 562 8
 8. South Carolina 20-5 559 7
 9. Oregon 23-4 558 9
10. Maryland 22-3 537 10
11. Tennessee 21-4 493 11
12. Florida St. 21-4 453 12
13. Missouri 19-5 382 15
14. Stanford 18-8 352 17
15. Oregon St. 19-6 322 16
16. Ohio St. 20-6 268 13
17. Texas A&M 19-7 266 14
17. Duke 20-6 266 19
19. Green Bay 22-2 241 20
20. Georgia 21-4 238 18
21. Oklahoma St. 18-6 169 22
22. South Florida 20-5 144 —
23. Michigan 20-7 62 21
24. Belmont 24-3 53 —
25. NC State 20-6 44 23

Others receiving votes: LSU 28, Ne-
braska 22, West Virginia 20, Dayton 11, 
Cent Michigan 10, Mercer 7, TCU 6, Ari-
zona St. 6, DePaul 5, Miami 5, Gonzaga 3, 
Iowa 3, Villanova 2, Minnesota 2, Califor-
nia 2, UAB 2, Southern Cal 2, Quinnipiac 
1.

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

Fairleigh Dickinson 62, Wagner 61
Florida Gulf Coast 89, NJIT 43
Monmouth (NJ) 63, Manhattan 59
Sacred Heart 56, Mount St. Mary’s 44
St. Francis (Pa.) 85, LIU Brooklyn 54
St. Francis Brooklyn 49, Robert Morris 47
UConn 69, Louisville 58

SOUTH
Alcorn St. 76, Ark.-Pine Bluff 58
Auburn 63, Vanderbilt 60
Bethune-Cookman 57, NC Central 47
Chowan 68, Johnson C. Smith 54
Clayton St. 64, Augusta 49
Davis & Elkins 83, Concord 67
Hampton 83, Coppin St. 48
Jacksonville 70, Lipscomb 63
Md.-Eastern Shore 83, Howard 79
Morgan St. 59, Florida A&M 44
NC A&T 69, Savannah St. 44
Norfolk St. 72, Delaware St. 50
North Florida 68, Kennesaw St. 44
SC-Upstate 69, Stetson 64
Southern U. 66, MVSU 58

MIDWEST
Indiana 52, Purdue 44
W. Illinois 98, Eureka 46

SOUTHWEST
Missouri 84, Arkansas 58
Prairie View 85, Jackson St. 73
Texas Southern 66, Grambling St. 56

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule
Wednesday’s games

No. 6 Texas vs. Texas Tech
No. 22 South Florida vs. SMU
No. 23 Michigan at Minnesota

Thursday’s games
No. 2 Mississippi State at Vanderbilt
No. 4 Louisville at Boston College
No. 5 Notre Dame at Virginia
No. 8 South Carolina at No. 20 Georgia
No. 10 Maryland vs. Purdue
No. 11 Tennessee vs. Alabama
No. 12 Florida State vs. Clemson
No. 13 Missouri at Auburn
No. 14 Stanford vs. California
No. 17 Texas A&M vs. Florida
No. 17 Duke at Syracuse
No. 19 Green Bay at Cleveland State
No. 24 Belmont vs. Eastern Kentucky

Friday’s games
No. 7 UCLA at No. 15 Oregon State
No. 9 Oregon vs. Southern Cal

Saturday’s games
No. 3 Baylor vs. Kansas
No. 6 Texas at No. 21 Oklahoma State
No. 14 Stanford at California
No. 19 Green Bay at Youngstown State
No. 24 Belmont vs. Morehead State

Sunday’s games
No. 1 UConn vs. Temple
No. 2 Mississippi State vs. No. 17 Texas 

A&M
No. 4 Louisville at North Carolina
No. 5 Notre Dame at Boston College
No. 8 South Carolina vs. Kentucky
No. 10 Maryland at Minnesota
No. 11 Tennessee at No. 13 Missouri
No. 15 Oregon State vs. Southern Cal
No. 16 Ohio State vs. Purdue
No. 22 South Florida at UCF
No. 25 N.C. State vs. Wake Forest

College hockey

NCAA Division I poll
MINNEAPOLIS — The top 20 teams in 

the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren-
theses, records through Feb. 11 and pre-
vious ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Notre Dame (15) 22-6-2 945 1
 2. Denver (15) 16-6-6 933 2
 3. St. Cloud State (13) 19-6-3 905 4
 4. Cornell (7) 20-3-2 889 3
 5. Minnesota State 23-7-0 796 5
 6. Ohio State 19-7-4 790 6
 7. Clarkson 19-6-5 695 7
 8. Providence 18-9-4 625 9
 9. North Dakota 13-9-8 557 8
10. Minnesota 18-13-1 546 12
11. Minnesota Duluth 14-13-3 499 10
12. Northeastern 16-8-5 450 11
13. Omaha 14-13-1 374 13
14. Bowling Green 17-9-6 304 14
15. Western Michigan 14-13-1 289 15
16. Penn State 13-12-5 200 16
17. Northern Michigan 20-11-3 181 20
18. Michigan 14-13-3 149 19
19. Boston College 14-12-3 120 18
20. Boston University 15-11-3 82 —

Others receiving votes: Wisconsin 
53, Union 49, Maine 21, UMass Lowell 17, 
Mercyhurst 15, Harvard 7, Bemidji State 
5, Colorado College 4.

Monday’s scores
EAST

RIT 6, Mercyhurst 5, OT
TOURNAMENT

Beanpot
Championship

Northeastern 5, Boston U. 2
Third Place

Harvard 5, Boston College 4, OT

College baseball

Monday’s scores
SOUTH

Cumberland (Tenn.) at Freed-Harde-
man, ccd.

Deals

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Promoted Mike 

Roose to athletic performance coordi-
nator/strength and conditioning coach, 
Walter Miranda to Latin American pitch-
ing and rehabilitation coordinator, Devin 
Pearson assistant/amateur scouting, 
Greg Rybarczyk senior analyst/base-
ball research and development and Dan 
Madsen, Jim Robinson, Quincy Boyd and 
Fred Peterson national scouting supervi-
sors. Named Adan Severino and Daniel 
Abroms mental skills coordinators, Kev-
in Avilla minor league physical therapist, 
Humberto Sanchez DSL pitching coach 
and RJ Warner minor league clubhouse 
assistant, Reed Gragnani Mid-Atlantic 
area scout, Carl Moesche Northwest 
area scout, J.J. Altobelli part-time South-
ern California scout, Mike Ganley direc-
tor/baseball systems, Bill Letson data 
architect/baseball systems, Dan Meyer 
analyst/baseball research and develop-
ment, Aneko Knowles Bahamas scout 
and Alfredo Castellon Colombia scout.

TEXAS RANGERS — Signed INF Trevor 
Plouffe to a minor league contract.

National League
MIAMI MARLINS — Named Chip Bow-

ers president of business operations.
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES — Re-

called C Justin Patton from Iowa (NBA-
GL).

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed G Mar-
co Belinelli.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed CB Lou 
Young to a one-year contract and gen-
eral manager Steve Keim to a contract 
extension through 2022.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed G Josh 
Andrews.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CALGARY FLAMES — Placed F Troy 
Brouwer on injured reserve, retroactive 
to Thursday. Recalled G Jon Gillies from 
Stockton (AHL) and G Mason McDonald 
from Kansas City (ECHL) to Stockton.

DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled F 
Dylan Sadowy from Toledo (ECHL) to 
Grand Rapids (AHL).

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Placed G Cory 
Schneider on injured reserve, retroactive 
to Jan. 23. Recalled F Nick Lappin from 
Binghamton (AHL).

NEW YORK RANGERS — Recalled D 
Ryan Sproul from Hartford (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Assigned G 
Chris Driedger from Belleville (AHL) to 
Brampton (ECHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

FC DALLAS — Signed M Santiago Mos-
quera from Millonarios FC (Primera A-
Colombia).

PORTLAND TIMBERS — Waived D Ren-
nico Clarke.

National Women’s Soccer League
WASHINGTON SPIRIT — Named Jack 

Stefanowski goalkeeper coach.
COLLEGE

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE — Fined 
South Carolina men’s basketball coach 
Frank Martin $25,000 for comments 
about an official that issued him a tech-
nical foul.

ALBANY (NY) — Named Joe Davis 
passing game coordinator/quarterbacks 
coach and Jarred Holley safeties coach.

HAMPTON — Named Hank Hughes 
defensive coordinator and Ataveus Cash 
quarterbacks coach and passing game 
coordinator.

MINNESOTA STATE — Agreed to terms 
with softball coach Lori Meyer on a five-
year contract extension.

MISSISSIPPI — Announced men’s bas-
ketball coach Andy Kennedy will step 
down at the end of the season.

SAN JOSE STATE — Announced the 
resignation of baseball coach Jason 
Hawkins.

SOUTHERN CAL — Signed offensive 
coordinator Tee Martin and defensive 
coordinator Clancy Pendergast to con-
tract extensions.

WILLIAM PENN — Announced it will 
add men’s and women’s lacrosse and 
men’s volleyball programs, to begin play 
in the 2019-20 academic year.

Tennis

New York Open
Monday

At Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
Uniondale, N.Y.

Purse: $668,460 (WT250)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Jared Don-
aldson, United States, 6-4, 7-6 (4).

Dudi Sela, Israel, def. Nikoloz Basilas-
hvili (8), Georgia, 6-4, 6-4.

Ryan Harrison (6), United States, def.
Donald Young, United States, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def.
Sebastian Korda, United States, 4-6, 6-4, 
6-2.

Doubles
First Round

Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, and Treat
Huey, Philippines, def. Mackenzie Mc-
Donald and Max Schnur, United States, 
6-2, 6-4. 

Argentina Open
Monday

At Buenos Aires Lawn Tennis Club
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Purse: $568,190 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Federico Delbonis, Argentina, def. Flo-
rian Mayer, Germany, 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. Facundo
Bagnis, Argentina, 7-6 (4), 6-1.

Thomaz Bellucci, Brazil, def. Pedro 
Cachin, Argentina, 6-2, 6-1.

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, def.
Carlos Berlocq, Argentina, 6-3, 6-3.

Guido Pella, Argentina, def. Nicolas
Kicker, Argentina, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Doubles
First Round

Diego Schwartzman, Argentina, and 
Dominic Thiem, Austria, def. Roman Je-
bavy and Jiri Vesely, Czech Republic, 3-6, 
6-2, 10-3.

Andres Molteni and Horacio Zeballos
(4), Argentina, def. Dorian Descloix and
Gael Monfils, France, 6-4, 7-5. 

ABN AMRO World Tournament
Monday

At Ahoy’ Stadium
Rotterdam, Netherlands

Purse: $2.28 million (WT500)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, def. Martin Kli-
zan, Slovakia, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Tomas Berdych (6), Czech Republic,
def. Mischa Zverev, Germany, 7-5, 6-3.

Alexander Zverev (3), Germany, def.
David Ferrer, Spain, 6-4, 6-3.

Andreas Seppi, Italy, def. Joao Sousa,
Portugal, 6-4, 1-6, 6-2.

Doubles
First Round

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Raven Klaasen, 
South Africa, and Michael Venus, New
Zealand, 7-6 (2), 7-5.

Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
and Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Andrey 
Rublev, Russia, and Nenad Zimonjic, Ser-
bia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Qatar Open
Monday

At The Khalifa Tennis Complex
Doha, Qatar

Purse: $3.17 million (Premier)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia, def. An-
astasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 7-6 (8), 
6-4.

CiCi Bellis, United States, def. Daria 
Kasatkina, Russia, 7-5, 4-1, retired.

Anna Blinkova, Russia, def. Elena
Vesnina, Russia, 6-1, 6-3.

Duan Ying-Ying, China, def. Ons Ja-
beur, Tunisia, 6-2, 6-3.

Monica Niculescu, Romania, def. Ma-
ria Sharapova, Russia, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. 
Zhang Shuai, China, 7-5, 6-0.

Mihaela Buzarnescu, Romania, def.
Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, 7-5, 6-4.

Agnieszka Radwanska, Poland, def.
Mona Barthel, Germany, 3-6, 6-3, 7-5.

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Katerina 
Siniakova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-0.

Doubles
First Round

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 
and Olga Savchuk, Ukraine, def. Shuko
Aoyama, Japan, and Katarina Srebotnik,
Slovenia, 6-3, 6-2.

Pro baseball

Remaining free agents
NEW YORK — The 100 remaining free 

agents (q-rejected qualifying offer):
AMERICAN LEAGUE

BALTIMORE (8) — Pedro Alvarez; dh-
1b; Craig Gentry, of; J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy 
Hellickson, rhp; Ubaldo Jimenez, rhp; 
Wade Miley, lhp; Seth Smith, of; Chris 
Tillman, rhp.

BOSTON (5) — Fernando Abad, lhp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Edu-
ardo Nunez, inf; Chris Young, of.

CHICAGO (2) — Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo-
vany Soto c.

CLEVELAND (1) — Craig Breslow, lhp.
DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp.
HOUSTON (4) — Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty-

ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, lhp; 
Cameron Maybin, of.

KANSAS CITY (6) — Melky Cabrera, of; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Eric Hosmer, 1b; q-
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, lhp.

LOS ANGELES (9) — Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Huston Street, rhp.

MINNESOTA (3) — Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Glen Perkins, lhp; Hector Santiago, lhp.

NEW YORK (2) — Jaime Garcia, lhp; 
Matt Holliday, dh.

SEATTLE (3) — Jarrod Dyson, of; Car-
los Ruiz, c; Danny Valencia, 1b-3b.

TAMPA BAY (6) — Peter Bourjos, of; 
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, 1b; Logan 
Morrison, 1b; Colby Rasmus, of; Sergio 
Romo, rhp.

TEXAS (4) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike 
Napoli, 1b.

TORONTO (3) — Brett Anderson, lhp; 
Jose Bautista, of; Michael Saunders, of.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
ARIZONA (2) — Jorge De La Rosa, lhp; 

J.D. Martinez of.
ATLANTA (2) — R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 

Motte, rhp.
CHICAGO (4) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 

Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, rhp; Koji Uehara, 
rhp.

CINCINNATI (3) — Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp.

COLORADO (5) — Carlos Gonzalez, of; 
Ryan Hanigan, c; q-Greg Holland, rhp; 
Jonathan Lucroy, c; Mark Reynolds, 1b.

LOS ANGELES (5) — Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Franklin Gutierrez, of; 
Chase Utley, 2b; Tony Watson, lhp.

MIAMI (4) — Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of.

MILWAUKEE (2) — Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b.

PHILADELPHIA (1) — Clay Buchholz, 
rhp.

PITTSBURGH (3) — Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, 1b; Chris Stewart, c.

ST. LOUIS (2) — q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp.

SAN DIEGO (1) — Erick Aybar, ss.
SAN FRANCISCO (3) — Matt Cain, rhp; 

Jae-Gynn Hwang, 1b-3b; Michael Morse, 
ib-of.

WASHINGTON (6) — Joe Blanton, rhp; 
Alejandro De Aza, of; Stephen Drew, 2b; 
Adam Lind, 1b; Oliver Perez, lhp; Jayson 
Werth of.

AP sportlight
Feb. 14

 1951 — Sugar Ray Robinson wins 
the middleweight title with a technical 
knockout in the 13th round over Jake La-
Motta in Chicago.

 1966 — Philadelphia’s Wilt Chamber-
lain scores 41 points in a 149-123 win 
over Detroit to become the NBA’s all-time 
scoring leader, passing Bob Pettit (20,880 
points). 

Boxing

Fight schedule
 Feb. 17

At Manchester, England, George
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO su-
per middleweight titles (World Boxing
Super Series semifinals); Ryan Walsh
vs. Isaac Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s British
featherweight title; Zach Parker vs. Ada-
sat Rodriguez, 10, super middleweights;
Tommy Langford vs. Jack Arnfield, 12, for 
Langford’s British middleweight title; Ar-
fan Iqbal vs. Simon Vallily, 10, for Iqbal’s
English cruiserweight title.

At El Paso, Texas, Devon Alexander
vs. Victor Ortiz, 12, welterweights; Ca-
leb Plant vs. Rogelio Medina, 12, super
middleweights. 
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NBA

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 39 16 .709 —
Boston 40 18 .690   A
Philadelphia 29 25 .537  9A
New York 23 35 .397 17A
Brooklyn 19 39 .328 21A

Southeast Division
Washington 32 24 .571 —
Miami 30 26 .536  2
Charlotte 23 33 .411  9
Orlando 18 38 .321 14
Atlanta 18 39 .316 14A

Central Division
Cleveland 33 22 .600 —
Milwaukee 31 24 .564  2
Indiana 32 25 .561  2
Detroit 27 29 .482  6A
Chicago 20 36 .357 13A

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Houston 42 13 .764 —
San Antonio 35 23 .603  8A
New Orleans 30 26 .536 12A
Memphis 18 37 .327 24
Dallas 18 39 .316 25

Northwest Division
Minnesota 35 24 .593 —
Oklahoma City 32 25 .561  2
Portland 31 26 .544  3
Denver 30 26 .536  3A
Utah 29 28 .509  5

Pacific Division
Golden State 44 13 .772 —
L.A. Clippers 29 26 .527 14
L.A. Lakers 23 32 .418 20
Sacramento 17 38 .309 26
Phoenix 18 40 .310 26A

Sunday’s games
Toronto 123, Charlotte 103
Atlanta 118, Detroit 115
Cleveland 121, Boston 99
Indiana 121, New York 113
Houston 104, Dallas 97
Minnesota 111, Sacramento 106
Oklahoma City 110, Memphis 92
Utah 115, Portland 96

Monday’s games
New Orleans 118, Detroit 103
Philadelphia 108, New York 92
L.A. Clippers 114, Brooklyn 101
Chicago 105, Orlando 101
Utah 101, San Antonio 99
Golden State 129, Phoenix 83

Tuesday’s games
Miami at Toronto
Atlanta at Milwaukee
Cleveland at Oklahoma City
Houston at Minnesota
Sacramento at Dallas
San Antonio at Denver

Wednesday’s games
Atlanta at Detroit
Charlotte at Orlando
Miami at Philadelphia
Indiana at Brooklyn
Washington at New York
L.A. Clippers at Boston
L.A. Lakers at New Orleans
Oklahoma City at Memphis
Sacramento at Houston
Toronto at Chicago
Phoenix at Utah
Golden State at Portland

Thursday’s games
Denver at Milwaukee
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota

Monday
Warriors 129, Suns 83

PHOENIX — Warren 6-18 2-2 14, Bender 
1-6 1-3 3, Chandler 4-6 0-0 8, Payton 11-18 
5-7 29, Jackson 4-18 0-0 8, Dudley 0-1 0-0 
0, Chriss 0-2 1-2 1, Len 2-4 4-6 8, Gray 2-
11 1-2 5, Daniels 3-8 0-0 7, Reed 0-3 0-0 0. 
Totals 33-95 14-22 83.

GOLDEN STATE — Durant 8-9 0-2 17, 
Casspi 7-10 4-5 19, Pachulia 2-4 0-0 4, 
Curry 8-17 3-3 22, Thompson 7-12 0-0 16, 
West 3-4 0-0 6, Looney 1-1 0-0 2, McGee 
2-4 3-6 7, Livingston 2-6 0-0 4, Young 5-10 
3-3 16, Iguodala 3-6 1-2 7, McCaw 4-6 0-0 
9. Totals 52-89 14-21 129.

Phoenix 24 21 26 12— 83
Golden State 25 37 37 30—129
Three-point goals—Phoenix 3-23 (Pay-

ton 2-4, Daniels 1-5, Dudley 0-1, Chriss 
0-1, Reed 0-2, Gray 0-3, Jackson 0-3, 
Bender 0-4), Golden State 11-26 (Young 
3-7, Curry 3-9, Thompson 2-4, Durant 1-1, 
Casspi 1-2, McCaw 1-2, Iguodala 0-1). Re-
bounds—Phoenix 47 (Chandler 9), Gold-
en State 49 (Casspi 10). Assists—Phoenix 
13 (Payton 5), Golden State 36 (Curry 7). 
Total Fouls—Phoenix 17, Golden State 18. 
Technicals—Warren. A—19,596 (19,596). 

Jazz 101, Spurs 99
SAN ANTONIO — Anderson 5-12 6-8 

16, Gasol 6-14 3-4 15, Bertans 5-8 0-0 12, 
Murray 6-14 0-0 12, Green 4-9 2-2 13, Lau-
vergne 4-5 2-2 10, Forbes 3-5 0-0 6, Mills 
0-3 0-1 0, Parker 2-5 2-4 6, Ginobili 3-10 2-4 
9. Totals 38-85 17-25 99.

UTAH — Ingles 7-13 2-2 20, Favors 6-9 
7-10 19, Gobert 4-9 2-5 10, Mitchell 9-28 
4-6 25, O’Neale 3-6 2-3 8, Crowder 4-11 3-4 
14, Jerebko 1-2 0-0 3, Udoh 0-0 0-0 0, Neto 
1-5 0-0 2, Burks 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 35-84 20-
30 101.

San Antonio 22 26 29 22— 99
Utah 25 29 15 32—101
Three-point goals—San Antonio 6-

25 (Green 3-5, Bertans 2-4, Ginobili 1-5, 
Murray 0-1, Forbes 0-2, Gasol 0-2, Mills 
0-3, Anderson 0-3), Utah 11-24 (Ingles 4-
6, Crowder 3-5, Mitchell 3-9, Jerebko 1-1, 
O’Neale 0-1, Favors 0-1, Neto 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—San Antonio 44 
(Gasol 15), Utah 43 (Gobert 12). Assists—
San Antonio 23 (Gasol 6), Utah 15 (Ingles, 
Mitchell 5). Total Fouls—San Antonio 24, 
Utah 24. A—18,306 (19,911). 

Bulls 105, Magic 101
ORLANDO — Simmons 6-16 2-2 14, 

Hezonja 8-14 5-6 24, Biyombo 5-7 0-0 10, 
Augustin 1-6 2-2 5, Fournier 9-16 1-1 22, 
Iwundu 0-3 0-0 0, Speights 4-9 0-0 10, 
Birch 0-0 4-4 4, Mack 2-8 1-2 5, Afflalo 2-5 
2-2 7. Totals 37-84 17-19 101.

CHICAGO — Holiday 3-8 1-2 8, Mark-
kanen 9-19 3-3 21, Lopez 2-6 2-2 6, Grant 
6-9 1-3 14, LaVine 7-16 2-2 18, Valentine 
4-10 2-3 11, Zipser 1-3 0-0 3, Portis 8-17 0-0 
19, Arcidiacono 0-0 0-0 0, Nwaba 0-0 5-6 5. 
Totals 40-88 16-21 105.

Orlando 27 24 20 30—101
Chicago 30 23 24 28—105
Three-point goals—Orlando 10-31 (He-

zonja 3-4, Fournier 3-6, Speights 2-6, Af-
flalo 1-3, Augustin 1-4, Iwundu 0-2, Sim-
mons 0-3, Mack 0-3), Chicago 9-32 (Portis 
3-6, LaVine 2-4, Zipser 1-3, Grant 1-3, Val-
entine 1-5, Holiday 1-5, Markkanen 0-6). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 
38 (Birch 8), Chicago 47 (Holiday 9). As-
sists—Orlando 24 (Mack 6), Chicago 
25 (Grant 7). Total Fouls—Orlando 18, 
Chicago 13. Technicals—Mack, Chicago 
coach Bulls (Defensive three second). 
A—18,611 (20,917). 

Clippers 114, Nets 101
L.A. CLIPPERS — T.Harris 4-12 1-1 10, 

Gallinari 6-9 2-2 16, Jordan 8-11 0-0 16, 
Rivers 8-13 0-0 17, Bradley 4-11 2-2 11, 
Dekker 0-0 0-0 0, Johnson 1-3 0-0 2, Harrell 
6-6 3-4 15, Teodosic 3-4 0-0 7, L.Williams 
8-16 4-5 20, Wallace 0-0 0-0 0, Thornwell 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 48-85 12-14 114.

BROOKLYN — Carroll 5-15 0-0 12, Acy 
3-8 0-0 8, Allen 3-3 2-2 8, Dinwiddie 4-13 
1-2 13, Crabbe 6-13 1-2 15, Cunningham 
2-3 0-0 4, Webb III 0-1 0-0 0, Okafor 3-3 1-
2 7, Whitehead 1-2 0-0 2, Russell 7-17 1-1 
16, Stauskas 0-0 0-0 0, J.Harris 7-11 1-1 16. 
Totals 41-89 7-10 101.

L.A. Clippers 34 32 24 24—114
Brooklyn 22 29 16 34—101
Three-point goals—L.A. Clippers 6-

16 (Gallinari 2-3, Teodosic 1-1, Bradley 
1-2, T.Harris 1-2, Rivers 1-3, Johnson 0-1, 
L.Williams 0-4), Brooklyn 12-40 (Dinwid-
die 4-7, Crabbe 2-6, Acy 2-7, Carroll 2-7, 
J.Harris 1-4, Russell 1-7, Whitehead 0-1, 
Webb III 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—L.A. Clippers 43 (Jordan 17), 
Brooklyn 37 (Carroll 10). Assists—L.A. 
Clippers 19 (L.Williams, Teodosic, Riv-
ers 4), Brooklyn 27 (Dinwiddie 8). Total 
Fouls—L.A. Clippers 14, Brooklyn 15. 
Technicals—Brooklyn coach Nets (Defen-
sive three second). A—13,735 (17,732). 

Pelicans 118, Pistons 103
NEW ORLEANS — Moore 0-7 0-0 0, Da-

vis 14-24 7-7 38, Okafor 4-10 0-0 8, Rondo 
3-8 0-0 8, Holiday 8-16 5-5 21, Miller 4-8 0-
0 12, Mirotic 7-16 3-3 21, Diallo 2-4 0-0 4, 
Cooke 0-1 0-0 0, Clark 1-5 1-1 4, Liggins 
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 44-100 16-16 118.

DETROIT — Johnson 3-7 2-2 10, Griffin 
8-17 5-6 22, Drummond 4-12 5-8 13, Smith 
3-8 5-6 11, Bullock 4-13 5-5 14, Ennis III 2-5 
1-2 5, Moreland 1-1 0-2 2, Tolliver 2-7 0-0 6, 
Ellenson 0-2 0-0 0, Buycks 0-3 0-0 0, Gallo-
way 1-6 0-0 3, Nelson 5-12 1-1 12, Kennard 
2-2 0-0 5. Totals 35-95 24-32 103.

New Orleans 32 28 35 23—118
Detroit 31 21 28 23—103
Three-point goals—New Orleans 14-34 

(Miller 4-7, Mirotic 4-8, Davis 3-6, Rondo 2-
5, Clark 1-3, Cooke 0-1, Moore 0-2, Holiday 
0-2), Detroit 9-35 (Johnson 2-4, Tolliver 2-
5, Kennard 1-1, Bullock 1-4, Galloway 1-6, 
Nelson 1-6, Griffin 1-6, Buycks 0-1, Ellens-
on 0-1, Ennis III 0-1). Fouled Out—Tolliver. 
Rebounds—New Orleans 53 (Mirotic 12), 
Detroit 54 (Drummond 21). Assists—New 
Orleans 31 (Holiday 12), Detroit 18 (Nel-
son 5). Total Fouls—New Orleans 25, 
Detroit 19. Technicals—Detroit coach 
Pistons (Defensive three second), Drum-
mond. A—14,453 (21,000). 

76ers 108, Knicks 92
NEW YORK — Beasley 9-17 2-2 22, 

Thomas 0-0 0-0 0, Kanter 5-10 7-7 17, Jack 
3-5 4-4 11, Hardaway Jr. 4-16 1-2 9, Kornet 
0-2 0-0 0, Hicks 1-1 0-0 2, O’Quinn 2-5 0-0 4, 
Ntilikina 0-4 0-0 0, Burke 0-1 0-0 0, Mudiay 
3-7 1-4 7, Dotson 0-2 2-2 2, Lee 4-8 7-7 18. 
Totals 31-78 24-28 92.

PHILADELPHIA — Covington 5-11 1-2 
13, Saric 8-12 4-5 24, Embiid 6-12 4-6 17, 
Simmons 6-8 1-2 13, Redick 6-11 3-4 18, 
Johnson 2-4 1-2 5, Booker 2-2 1-1 5, Mc-
Connell 5-11 0-0 10, Anderson 1-2 1-2 3, 
Luwawu-Cabarrot 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 41-74 
16-24 108.

New York 21 34 24 13— 92
Philadelphia 31 26 29 22—108
Three-point goals—New York 6-24 (Lee 

3-4, Beasley 2-3, Jack 1-2, Dotson 0-1, Nti-
likina 0-1, Kornet 0-2, Mudiay 0-3, Hard-
away Jr. 0-8), Philadelphia 10-19 (Saric 
4-6, Redick 3-6, Covington 2-4, Embiid 
1-2, Luwawu-Cabarrot 0-1). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—New York 33 (Kanter 
13), Philadelphia 37 (McConnell 10). As-
sists—New York 16 (Kanter, Hardaway Jr. 
3), Philadelphia 27 (McConnell 11). To-
tal Fouls—New York 22, Philadelphia 22. 
Technicals—Embiid. A—20,589 (21,600). 

Leaders
 Scoring

  G  FG  FT  PTS  AVG
Harden, HOU  48  448  412  1503  31.3
Antetokounmpo, MIL  51  521  354  1422  27.9
Davis, NOR  50  497  322  1354  27.1
Curry, GOL  42  357  236  1125  26.8
James, CLE  55  555  244  1449  26.3
Lillard, POR  50  417  303  1288  25.8
Westbrook, OKC  55  530  271  1405  25.5
Durant, GOL  49  444  239  1249  25.5
Cousins, NOR  48  406  294  1210  25.2

Scoreboard

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP

The Warriors’ Draymond Green, right, calls a play from the bench during the second half Monday against 
the Phoenix Suns in Oakland, Calif. Coach Steve Kerr let his players coach themselves in a 129-83 win.

Roundup

Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif.  — With the 
grind of a long NBA season wear-
ing on his team, Golden State 
Warriors coach Steve Kerr be-
lieved it was time for his players 
to hear a new voice in the huddle: 
their own.

Kerr turned over most of the 
coaching duties to his players 
on Monday night and they re-
sponded in fine fashion, playing 
with more focus than they had in 
recent weeks in a 129-83 victory 
over the Phoenix Suns.

“It’s the players’ team,” Kerr 
said. “It’s their team and they 
have to take ownership of it. As 
coaches, our job is to nudge them 
in the right direction, guide them. 
We don’t control them. They de-
termine their own fate. I don’t 
think we’ve focused well the last 
month. It just seemed like the 
right thing to do.”

Kerr said he told the players of 
his plan after the previous game 
and they ran the show for most of 
the day. Andre Iguodala took over 
at morning shootaround, JaVale 
McGee ran the computer for the 
film session and Iguodala, Dray-
mond Green and David West got 
most of the work designing plays 
and running the huddle during 
timeouts.

Kerr and his assistants handled 
the substitutions before allow-
ing the players to take over from 
there.

“It had to do with me trying 
to reach my team and I have not 
reached them the last month,” 
Kerr said. “They’re tired of my 
voice. I’m tired of my voice. I 
wasn’t reaching them so we fig-
ured this was a good night to pull 

something out of the hat.”
After the game, Kerr made a 

point of seeking out Phoenix in-
terim coach Jay Triano to tell 
him the move wasn’t made out of 
any disrespect for the Suns, who 
became the first team to reach 40 
losses this season.

“You have to do what you have 
to do to build your own team up,” 
Triano said. “If he thinks that 
helps them, I tip my hat.”

Stephen Curry scored 22 points 
for the Warriors. Omri Casspi 
added 19 in a rare start in place of 
the injured Green and Kevin Du-
rant had 17 as Golden State won 
its 12th straight in the series, its 
longest active streak against any 
team.

 Jazz 101, Spurs 99: Donovan 
Mitchell scored 25 points, includ-
ing a go-ahead pull-up jumper 
with 39.2 seconds left, and host 
Utah extended its league-best 
winning streak to 10 games with 
a win over San Antonio Spurs.

Mitchell hit a pair of go-ahead 
baskets and a free throw to give 
the Jazz the lead in the final min-
ute after they trailed by as many 
as 13 points in the fourth quar-
ter. Joe Ingles added 20 points, 
seven rebounds and five assists 
for Utah. Derrick Favors had 19 
points and eight rebounds.

 Pelicans 118, Pistons 103:  
Anthony Davis had 38 points and 
10 rebounds to lead New Orleans 
in another one of his strong per-
formances against host Detroit.

Davis is averaging 30.4 points 
per game against the Pistons, 
his highest total against an NBA 
team. He scored a career-high 
59 against them nearly two years 
ago.

That’s one reason the Pelicans 
have won 11 of the last 12 games 
against the Pistons.

 76ers 108, Knicks 92: Dario
Saric scored 24 points to lead host
Philadelphia to its fourth straight
win.

J.J. Redick had 18 points and
Joel Embiid scored 17 for the
76ers, who won their 10th straight
at home to remain in playoff posi-
tion in the Eastern Conference.
Reserve T.J. McConnell had a
triple-double with 10 points, 10
rebounds and 11 assists.

 Clippers 114, Nets 101:  Lou
Williams scored 20 points and
DeAndre Jordan had 16 points
and 17 rebounds, lifting balanced 
Los Angeles to the road win.

Los Angeles put seven play-
ers in double figures and shot 
56.5 percent from the field in its
fourth win in five games, bounc-
ing back nicely from a loss in 
Philadelphia.

Austin Rivers scored 17 points,
and reserve Montrezl Harrell col-
lected 15 points on 6-for-6 shoot-
ing. The Clippers made 19 of their
first 26 shots and won for the 12th
time in 17 games.

 Bulls 105, Magic 101: Zach
LaVine had a tiebreaking dunk 
for host Chicago after stealing
an inbounds pass in the closing
seconds.

The Bulls blew an 18-point 
lead in the fourth quarter but still 
came away with their second win
in three games after dropping 
seven in a row.

LaVine stole Jonathon Sim-
mons’ inbounds attempt with 15
seconds left and finished with a
thunderous slam. He added two 
free throws after Mario Hezonja
missed a three-pointer. 

Kerr takes backseat in win
Warriors coach lets his players coach team in rout of Suns
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NHL
NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 56 38 15 3 79 201 149
Boston 54 34 12 8 76 180 131
Toronto 58 34 19 5 73 192 162
Florida 53 24 23 6 54 154 172
Detroit 54 22 23 9 53 147 165
Montreal 55 22 26 7 51 144 172
Ottawa 54 19 26 9 47 144 188
Buffalo 56 16 30 10 42 132 185

Metropolitan Division
Washington 55 32 17 6 70 173 161
Pittsburgh 57 31 22 4 66 176 171
Philadelphia 56 28 19 9 65 165 162
New Jersey 55 27 20 8 62 163 170
Carolina 56 26 21 9 61 151 166
Columbus 55 28 23 4 60 147 155
N.Y. Islanders 57 27 24 6 60 193 210
N.Y. Rangers 56 27 24 5 59 164 172

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 54 33 12 9 75 169 140
Winnipeg 56 32 15 9 73 179 151
St. Louis 58 34 21 3 71 167 147
Dallas 57 33 20 4 70 175 151
Minnesota 55 30 19 6 66 165 156
Colorado 55 30 21 4 64 174 163
Chicago 56 24 24 8 56 158 161

Pacific Division
Vegas 55 36 15 4 76 187 152
San Jose 56 30 18 8 68 165 156
Calgary 56 29 19 8 66 159 159
Los Angeles 55 30 20 5 65 159 133
Anaheim 57 27 19 11 65 160 164
Edmonton 55 23 28 4 50 157 184
Vancouver 56 22 28 6 50 147 180
Arizona 56 14 32 10 38 135 194

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs.

Sunday’s games
Pittsburgh 4, St. Louis 1
N.Y. Rangers 3, Winnipeg 1
Detroit 5, Washington 4, OT
Vancouver 6, Dallas 0
Calgary 3, N.Y. Islanders 2
Boston 5, New Jersey 3
Colorado 5, Buffalo 4
Philadelphia 4, Vegas 1
San Jose 3, Anaheim 2, SO

Monday’s games
Toronto 4, Tampa Bay 3
Florida 7, Edmonton 5
Arizona 6, Chicago 1

Tuesday’s games
Los Angeles at Carolina
Columbus at N.Y. Islanders
Ottawa at Pittsburgh
Tampa Bay at Buffalo
Calgary at Boston
New Jersey at Philadelphia
Anaheim at Detroit
St. Louis at Nashville
Washington at Winnipeg
N.Y. Rangers at Minnesota
Chicago at Vegas
Arizona at San Jose

Wednesday’s games
Columbus at Toronto
Montreal at Colorado
Florida at Vancouver

Thursday’s games
Los Angeles at Pittsburgh
N.Y. Rangers at N.Y. Islanders
Carolina at New Jersey
Detroit at Tampa Bay
Buffalo at Ottawa
Calgary at Nashville
Washington at Minnesota
Anaheim at Chicago
Montreal at Arizona
Edmonton at Vegas
Vancouver at San Jose

Monday
Maple Leafs 4, Lightning 3

Tampa Bay 0 1 2—3
Toronto 1 2 1—4

First Period—1, Toronto, Nylander 13 
(Gardiner, Matthews), 11:55.

Second Period—2, Toronto, Nylander 
14 (Marner, Matthews), 3:08. 3, Toronto, 
Gardiner 4 (Matthews, Nylander), 11:36. 
4, Tampa Bay, Killorn 10 (Kucherov, 
Point), 15:59.

Third Period—5, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
30 (Killorn), 0:58. 6, Tampa Bay, Gourde 21 
(Coburn, Stamkos), 1:18. 7, Toronto, van 
Riemsdyk 23 (Bozak), 4:37.

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 9-14-11—
34. Toronto 9-8-6—23.

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 
Bay 0 of 2; Toronto 0 of 1.

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 33-
11-2 (23 shots-19 saves). Toronto, Ander-
sen 28-15-4 (34-31).

A—19,112 (18,819). T—2:31.

Coyotes 6, Blackhawks 1
Chicago 0 1 0—1
Arizona 2 2 2—6

First Period—1, Arizona, Domi 4 (Rie-
der, Chychrun), 1:32. 2, Arizona, Keller 16 
(Stepan), 9:22.

Second Period—3, Chicago, DeBrincat 
20 (Toews, Bouma), 4:33 (pp). 4, Arizona, 
Goligoski 7 (Keller, Domi), 7:06. 5, Arizo-
na, Rieder 7 (Fischer), 9:33 (pp).

Third Period—6, Arizona, Cousins 10 
(Goligoski, Connauton), 7:12. 7, Arizona, 
Dvorak 9 (Fischer, Rinaldo), 15:38.

Shots on Goal—Chicago 10-17-11—38. 
Arizona 10-7-5—22.

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 1 
of 6; Arizona 1 of 4.

Goalies—Chicago, Glass 3-5-3 (9 
shots-6 saves), Forsberg 5-10-3 (13-10). 
Arizona, Raanta 10-14-6 (38-37).

A—14,357 (17,125). T—2:29.

Panthers 7, Oilers 5
Florida 1 2 4—7
Edmonton 1 2 2—5

First Period—1, Florida, Ekblad 12 
(Malgin, Matheson), 17:46 (pp). 2, Ed-
monton, Maroon 14 (Auvitu, McDavid), 
18:35.

Second Period—3, Edmonton, Draisaitl 
16, 2:46 (sh). 4, Florida, Malgin 9 (Mathe-
son, Pysyk), 6:21. 5, Edmonton, Caggiula 
8 (Russell, Khaira), 9:35. 6, Florida, Da-
donov 12 (Ekblad, Bjugstad), 9:58.

Third Period—7, Florida, Trocheck 19 
(Yandle, Barkov), 0:18 (pp). 8, Florida, 
Trocheck 20 (Huberdeau, Yandle), 6:05 
(pp). 9, Edmonton, Slepyshev 3 (Letestu), 
6:53. 10, Florida, Dadonov 13, 10:46. 11, 
Edmonton, McDavid 23 (Maroon), 14:58. 
12, Florida, Trocheck 21 (Huberdeau), 
19:00.

Shots on Goal—Florida 13-14-13—40. 
Edmonton 11-12-9—32.

Power-play opportunities—Florida 3 
of 4; Edmonton 0 of 0.

Goalies—Florida, Reimer 14-12-5 (32 
shots-27 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 19-20-
2 (39-33).

A—18,347 (18,641). T—2:39.

Scoring leaders
Through Monday, Feb. 12

 GP G A PTS
Nikita Kucherov, TB 56 30 41 71
Connor McDavid, EDM 55 23 43 66
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 56 18 48 66
Phil Kessel, PIT 57 24 41 65
Steven Stamkos, TB 56 21 44 65
Claude Giroux, PHI 56 18 46 64 

NHL roundup

Nylander,
Leafs top
Lightning

Associated Press

TORONTO — The Toronto
Maple Leafs put together the per-
fect response to a big rally by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning.

They got right back to work.
William Nylander had two 

goals and an assist and James van 
Riemsdyk scored a tiebreaking
goal in the third period, sending 
streaking Toronto to a 4-3 vic-
tory over Tampa Bay on Monday
night.

“We’ve found a rhythm and 
this is what we want to stick to,”
Nylander said.

The Maple Leafs jumped out
to a 3-0 lead, but the Lightning
tied the game on goals by Nikita
Kucherov and Yanni Gourde 20
seconds apart in the third. Van
Riemsdyk then put Toronto in
front again when his shot just
squeezed past Andrei Vasilevs-
kiy’s pad at 4:37.

“Everybody kind of just took
a deep breath and went back to
playing how we did in the first
two periods,” said Auston Mat-
thews, who picked up three as-
sists. “(We) took care of the puck
a little more, (we) just got in deep
and obviously a big goal by James
there.”

Jake Gardiner also scored for
the Leafs (34-19-5), who extend-
ed their home winning streak to
five with their eighth win in nine
games overall. Frederik Ander-
sen made 28 saves in his 28th win 
of the season.

Toronto also pulled within six
points of Eastern Conference-
leading Tampa Bay for the top
spot in the Atlantic Division. 

Panthers 7, Oilers 5: Vincent
Trocheck had three goals in the
third period, Evgenii Dadonov
scored twice and Florida got the
high-scoring victory on the road.

Aaron Ekblad and Denis Mal-
gin also scored for the Panthers, 
who have won five of their last six
games.

Edmonton dropped its fourth
straight game. Connor McDavid
and Patrick Maroon each had a 
goal and an assist for the Oilers,
and Leon Draisaitl, Drake Cag-
giula and Anton Slepyshev also 
scored.

Florida scored four times in the
third after the game was tied at 3
after two.

Coyotes 6, Blackhawks 1: 
Max Domi, Clayton Keller, Alex 
Goligoski and Tobias Rieder 
each had a goal and an assist, and
host Arizona pounded slumping
Chicago.

The Coyotes ended a nine-game
losing streak to the Blackhawks
and sent Chicago to its season-
high sixth straight loss.

Antti Raanta had 37 saves for
Arizona. The Coyotes’ six goals
were their highest total of the
season.

Alex DeBrincat scored his 20th 
goal for Chicago.

North Carolina
pulls away late

Top 25 roundup

Associated Press

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — North 
Carolina beat its two biggest ri-
vals, then pulled away late to beat 
Notre Dame to cap a demanding 
stretch.

The 14th-ranked Tar Heels are 
tired. They also might have found 
a groove.

Theo Pinson scored 14 of his 16 
points after halftime to go with 10 
rebounds, helping UNC pull away 
late to beat Notre Dame 83-66 on 
Monday night for its third win in 
five days.

Things certainly look different 
from 10 days ago for the Tar Heels 
(20-7, 9-5 Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence), who were coming off their 
first three-game losing streak in 
four years and a win against a 
winless-in-the-ACC Pittsburgh 
team before the stretch. But they 
beat Duke at home on Thursday 
then won Saturday at North Caro-
lina State in a pair of emotional 
rivalry games.

This time, UNC needed a 13-0 
burst in the final 5 ½ minutes to fi-
nally get some separation against 
a team that just kept hanging 
around.

“You could tell we were out 
there and had a rhythm,” Pin-
son said. “But at the same time, 
it’s still tough recovering so fast, 
going from game to game. You 
want to celebrate one win and be 
like, ‘Dang, that was a good win 
for us,’ but you’ve got to get ready 
for the next game. It was a big-
time stretch for us.”

Martinas Geben and John 
Mooney each scored 18 points 
for the Fighting Irish (15-11, 5-
8), with Mooney going 6-for-6 
from three-point range. But UNC 
— which shot 57 percent — later 
used its clinching run to turn a 
67-63 margin into a 17-point bulge 
near the 2-minute mark.

It didn’t help the Irish that point 
guard Matt Farrell struggled; he 
scored nine points on 3-for-18 
shooting, including 1-for-12 from 
three-point range.

“I loved how we fought,” Notre 
Dame coach Mike Brey said, “but 
they had about a three-minute 
stretch where they were unbe-
lievable offensively. And we cer-
tainly couldn’t absorb that.”

No. 20 West Virginia 82, TCU 
66: Teddy Allen scored 16 points, 
giving the host Mountaineers a 
needed spark off the bench in 
their victory over the Horned 
Frogs.

James “Beetle” Bolden added 
14 points, Daxter Miles Jr. scored 
13 and Wes Harris had 11 points 
for West Virginia (19-7, 8-5 Big 
12). The Mountaineers’ 38 bench 
points were their most in a Big 12 
game this season.

Desmond Bane had 16 points, 
Vlad Brodziansky added 15 and 
Kouat Noi scored 12 for TCU (17-
9, 5-8).

West Virginia has had trouble 
holding onto leads throughout the 
Big 12 season but didn’t let the 
Horned Frogs come back from a 
38-27 halftime deficit.

CHRIS YOUNG, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Maple Leafs center William Nylander celebrates his second goal 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the second period of 
Monday’s game in Toronto. The Maple Leafs won 4-3.

GERRY BROOME/AP

North Carolina’s Cameron Johnson, right, dunks over Notre Dame’s 
Rex Pflueger during the second half of Monday’s game in Chapel 
Hill, N.C. No. 14 North Carolina won 83-66.
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SPORTS BRIEFS/WINTER OLYMPICS
Briefl y
Northeastern claims Beanpot

BOSTON — Adam Gaudette had a hat 
trick and Cayden Primeau stopped 38 shots 
on Monday night to lead Northeastern to a 
5-2 victory over Boston University in the 
66th Beanpot championship game and give 
the Huskies the city’s college hockey brag-
ging rights for the first time in 30 years.

Nolan Stevens and Trevor Owens also 
scored for Northeastern, which had lost 
nine times in the tournament finals since 
last claiming the trophy in 1988. BU had 
won 16 times since then — and 30 times in 
all — beating the Huskies in the final six 
straight times before this year.

Held annually on the first two Mondays 
of February, the tournament pits the area’s 
four college hockey powers against each 
other. Harvard, the defending champion, 
beat Boston College 5-4 in overtime in the 
consolation game.

It was Northeastern’s fifth Beanpot title 
— by far the fewest of the four schools. 

Gausman, Orioles reach deal
BALTIMORE — The Orioles avoided 

an arbitration hearing with pitcher Kevin 
Gausman, agreeing to a $5.6 million, one-
year contract.

Gausman had asked for $6,225,000 and 
the Orioles had submitted $5.3 million 
when proposed salaries were swapped last 
month, making the settlement $162,500 
below the midpoint. He earned $3.45 mil-
lion last year in his first of four arbitration-
eligible seasons.

His deal includes bonuses of $50,000 
each for 25, 30, 33 starts; $50,000 if he 
makes the All-Star team; and $50,000 if he 
earns a Gold Glove.

Gausman’s hearing had been scheduled 
for Wednesday. With the agreement an-
nounced Tuesday, Baltimore avoided ar-
bitration with all seven arbitration-eligible 
players.

Gausman went 11-12 with a 4.68 ERA 
last season, making a career-high 34 starts 
with a personal-best 179 strikeouts. 

Notre Dame’s appeal denied
The NCAA denied Tuesday Notre 

Dame’s appeal of a decision to vacate 21 
football victories because of academic 
misconduct, including all 12 wins from the 
school’s 2012 national championship game 
run.

In a letter to Notre Dame alumni, Uni-
versity President Fr. John Jenkins criti-
cized the decision, saying the penalty was 
unprecedented considering who was in-
volved in the misconduct, and the school 
was being punished for rigorously enforc-
ing its honor code. He called the ruling un-
fair, referencing the recent North Carolina 
case in which the NCAA did not punish the 
school after an investigation of athletes 
taking irregular courses.

The appeals committee was not swayed 
and upheld the penalty. 

Porzingis has surgery on ACL
NEW YORK — All-Star forward Kri-

staps Porzingis of the New York Knicks 
has undergone surgery for a torn ligament 
in his left knee.

The team says the repair of his ante-
rior cruciate ligament was a success. He 
is expected to be sidelined for much of 
next season. The operation Tuesday was 
at the Hospital for Special Surgery in 
Manhattan.

Porzingis was hurt Feb. 6 when he land-
ed after a dunk and crashed to the court 
against Milwaukee. The 7-foot-3 Latvian 
was averaging 22.7 points and an NBA-
leading 2.4 blocked shots. He had been 
chosen for his first All-Star Game.

— Associated Press

BY TIM REYNOLDS

Associated Press

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — 
American luger Sgt. Emily Sweeney avoid-
ed serious injury in a frightening crash 
that knocked her out of the Pyeongchang 
Olympics on Tuesday during the final heat 
of the competition.

The diagnosis was that Sweeney had 
only some bumps and bruises.

“I’m OK,” Sweeney said.
Sweeney lost control around Curve 9, 

the track’s most treacherous spot, and then 
began careening all over the track. She 
wound up sliding feet-first up one curve to-
ward the track roof before getting thrown 
from her sled and eventually tumbling to 
a stop.

Many in the crowd looked at the moni-
tors, horrifed. The stands were filled with 
fans cheering raucously, and they immedi-
ately went silent waiting for some sort of 
sign that Sweeney would be all right.

It took several minutes for Sweeney to 
get to her feet, then several more before 
she could finally start a slow walk to the 
finish area — surrounded by team and on-
site medical personnel.

“I’ve never been so relieved than when 
I saw her getting up and walking,” said 
American teammate Summer Britcher, 
choking back tears.

 Curve 9 has been a problem for sliders 
throughout the early portion of the Olym-
pics, causing many to skid, lose control and 
lose some time. Crashes, however, have not 
come as often as they did in the 2006 and 
2010 Games, both of which left athletes 
openly complaining about track safety.

Later in the final run, Britcher lost con-
trol at the start and collided with some 
walls — but got down the track without 
crashing or serious injury.

Sweeney gave a grimaced smile and a 
wave to a group of soldiers cheering her on 
as she walked the final steps to the ambu-
lance. The Eighth Army brought about 70 
soldiers and dependents to the event, 100 
miles from Camp Humphreys, to cheer on 
Sweeney and fellow soldier-competitors.

These were the first Olympics for Swee-
ney. She is on the U.S. luge team with two 
other soldiers, Sgt. Matt Mortensen and 
Sgt. Taylor Morris.

Most of the Army Olympians are part of 
the World Class Athlete Program, which 

was established in 1997 to give soldier-
athletes a chance to show off their skills 
in international competitions such as the 
Olympics and the Paralympics. Soldiers 

must be nationally ranked in their sport to
participate.
Stars and Stripes reporters Kim Gamel and 
Marcus Fichtl contributed to this story.

ANDY WONG/AP

Emily Sweeney of the United States brakes Tuesday after her third run during the 
women’s luge final at the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea. Sweeney 
crashed during her fourth run and failed to finish, but wasn’t seriously injured.

Sweeney crashes out of luge

Germany’s Geisenberger takes gold
BY TIM REYNOLDS

Associated Press

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — Nata-
lie Geisenberger refuses to call herself the 
best women’s luge athlete ever.

The history books may do it for her.
Germany has yet another Olympic gold 

medalist after Geisenberger prevailed in 
the women’s luge final on Tuesday — her 
second consecutive title and one that added 
yet another page to her burgeoning résumé 
of accomplishments.

“The most of what you reach in sport 
is an Olympic gold medal,” Geisenberger 
said.

And now, no luger has ever won more 
gold than Geisenberger. It’s the third gold 
in her collection, the two singles wins now 
paired with the team relay win from the 
Sochi Games. That ties her with Georg 
Hackl and Felix Loch — both fellow Ger-
mans, of course — for the most in Olympic 
history.

She’ll go for a fourth gold later this week 

in the Pyeongchang team relay.
“For me, it was the most big goal or 

dream — I would say dream — that I want-
ed to reach,” Geisenberger said.

Geisenberger’s winning time for four 
runs at the Alpensia Sliding Center was 
3 minutes, 5.232 seconds. German team-
mate Dajana Eitberger was second, nearly
four-tenths of a second back. Alex Gough
was third for Canada, giving that nation its
long-awaited first Olympic luge medal.

For the Americans, it was a night that 
won’t be forgotten, for an array of reasons.
Erin Hamlin’s long career ended with a
sixth-place finish in her fourth Olympics, 
while Summer Britcher struggled and fin-
ished 19th and Emily Sweeney failed to
finish at all after losing control of her sled
on the final run in what was a horrifying 
crash.

 Hamlin was all smiles as she left, com-
pletely at ease at the end of a career that
saw her win 23 World Cup medals on 12
different tracks, two world championships
and Olympic bronze at Sochi in 2014. 

WONG MAYE-E/AP

Germany’s Natalie Geisenberger 
celebrates winning the gold medal in the 
women’s luge Tuesday in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea.
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BY TIM REYNOLDS

Associated Press

Korean skeleton star Yun 
Sungbin is absolutely obsessed 
with Iron Man. He collects the 
figurines. He’s seen the movies. 
He knows every aspect of the su-
perhero’s story.

Some even call him Iron Man. 
He might be called Gold Man 
soon.

South Korea has 26 gold med-
als in its Winter Olympic history 
— all on ice, all with skates in-
volved, most from speedskating. 
The nation doesn’t have much of 
a sliding history, but has made 
great strides as it builds momen-
tum to host the Pyeongchang 
Games. And Yun is certainly one 
of the host nation’s top gold hope-
fuls, looking to parlay his home-
track advantage into big things.

“I do believe that if I focus on 
what I should do, then everything 
will come out great,” Yun told Ko-
rean media in early January.

He could be right.
Yun was the only slider on the 

circuit to finish first or second in 
each of the first six World Cup 
races this season. If there’s any 
pressure on him as he goes into 
his second Olympics, and obvi-
ously his first at home, it’s not 
showing.

He will face serious competi-
tion from the Latvian brother duo 
of Martins Dukurs and Tomass 
Dukurs, while Matt Antoine of 
the United States — a medalist 
from the Sochi Games — has been 
trying to build his entire season 
around peaking in Pyeongchang.

In women’s skeleton, Britain 
might have a chance at a third 
straight gold from a third differ-
ent woman. Laura Deas will look 
to carry on her team’s tradition of 
winning the sport’s biggest race, 

after Amy Williams in 2010 and 
Lizzy Yarnold in 2014. Since skel-
eton returned to the Olympic pro-
gram in 2002, a British woman 
has won gold, silver or bronze 
every time.

Some things to know about 
skeleton at the Pyeongchang 
Olympics:

WHAT IS IT: No, you may not 
call it “headfirst luge.” Skeleton 
sliders go down the track head-
first, on a very different sled than 
those in the luge world, but can 
reach speeds exceeding 80 mph. 
There’s a sprint at the start as rac-
ers hang onto their sled, then they 
jump aboard and go on a wild ride 
for the next minute or so.

MEDAL FAVORITES: The 
women’s race could be wide open 
with no fewer than 10 medal con-
tenders from seven countries. 
Yun will be the men’s favorite, 
and since the host Koreans have 
far more runs down the track at 
the Alpensia Sliding Center than 

anyone else his familiarity there 
could be the edge he needs.

BEST RIVALRY: Nothing like 
a sibling rivalry, and in this case, 
poor Tomass Dukurs. The Lat-
vian is one of the sport’s very 
best sliders right now, but is also 
second-best in his own family. 
His brother Martins Dukurs fin-
ishes ahead of him more than 90 
percent of the time when they’ve 
both been entered in the same in-
ternational competition. 

RULE CHANGES: A World Cup 
event has two heats on one day; 
an Olympic competition has four 
heats over two days.

RUSSIA FALLOUT: These 
are strange times in the Olym-
pic world because of the fallout 
from the doping scandal that 
ensnared the host Russians at 
the Sochi Games four years ago. 
A pair of Russians had medals 
stripped, only to have them re-
instated — for now, at least. So 
Katie Uhlaender, the hard-luck 
American veteran who has spent 
half her life chasing an Olympic 
medal, still doesn’t have one. She 
finished fourth in Sochi, and was 
widely expected to be promoted 
to bronze until Elena Nikitina had 
her third-place finish in Sochi re-
instated. “I have to focus on what 
I can control, and I have to focus 
on myself,” Uhlaender said. 

OLYMPIAN EFFORT: John 
Daly of the U.S. will make head-
lines for his super-coiffed hair. 
He retired after a last-run di-
saster in Sochi, then came back 
while holding down a full-time 
job, and everything he’s done 
over the last two years has been 
about getting ready for this race. 
He’ll go for broke, and it may net 
him a medal.

Nordic conbined at a glance
Competition dates: Normal hill , Feb. 14. Large hill , Feb. 20. Team (large hill),

4x5km race, Feb. 22.

Five-time World Cup winner and Olympic gold medalist Eric Frenzel will be
aiming to continue his dominance of Nordic combined at the Pyeongchang
Olympics.

The 29-year-old German won the normal hill event in Sochi and finished
10th in the large hill competition after falling ill. He came back to help Germany
win silver in the team event.

 Over a 10-year career on the World Cup circuit, Frenzel has 42 individual wins
and eight team titles to go with three Olympic medals which also include silver in
Sochi and bronze in Vancouver.

He won the World Cup for five consecutive years from 2013 and has five World
Championship titles.

But Frenzel will have to contend with in-form Japanese skier Akito Watabe.
Watabe picked up his third straight Nordic combined World Cup win on Jan. 28
and became only the second athlete to sweep the three-day Seefeld Triple event
in Austria.

Watabe has surged to the top of the World Cup standings with the results from
Austria, adding to a win earlier this season in Finland.

 TRADITIONAL POWERHOUSE: Nordic combined events have been contested
since the first Winter Olympics in 1924. Norway has dominated the sport with 30
medals overall and a total of 13 gold medals.

WHAT THEY’RE COMPETING FOR: In Pyeongchang, athletes will contest the 
10-kilometer normal hill, the 10-kilometer large hill and the team large hill with a
4x5-kilometer team event.

The sport has been exclusively contested by men at the Olympics since its
debut. But that could soon change. Officials of the International Ski Federation are 
in discussions to have women contest Nordic combined at the 2022 Olympics in
Beijing.

MEDAL FAVORITES: Frenzel’s main competition in Pyeongchang is likely to 
come from Norwegians Jan Schmid and Joergen Graabak, who won gold in the 
large hill event in Sochi, and Watabe.  

— By Jim Armstrong, Associated Press

WINTER OLYMPICS

DARRYL DYCK, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Yun Sungbin, of South Korea,  is obsessed with Iron Man. He may be 
called Gold Man soon. He is the only slider on the World Cup circuit 
to finish first or second in each of the first six races this season.

SKELETON

Korean
Marvel:
Yun might
be a hero

Dutch still golden,
Americans falter

Associated Press

GANGNEUNG, South Korea — 
The Olympic Oval has turned into 
the royal House of Orange — and 
not because Dutch King Willem-
Alexander is there most nights. 
It’s all about the speedskating.

Kjeld Nuis made it four gold 
medals in four races for the Neth-
erlands, a run nearly beyond 
belief.

“This is no longer normal,” 
Nuis said Tuesday after winning 
the 1,500 meters.

Moving in a blur of orange early 
on with a blistering pace, Nuis 
swept past his toughest opponents 
to take home gold. In second, of 
course, was another Dutchman 
— teammate Patrick Roest.

The Dutch have now won eight 
of 12 medals at the Pyeongchang 
Games, keeping them on the stun-
ning medal pace set at the 2014 
Sochi Games when they finished 
with 23 out of 36. 

American skaters disappointed 
again with Joey Mantia finishing 
eighth and Shani Davis crossing 
in 19th position, leaving the Unit-
ed States with another bad start 
in the Olympics after they were 
shut out in Sochi.

It wasn’t any better in short 
track on Tuesday.

American teenager Maame 
Biney, an Olympic rookie at 18, 
finished last in her 500-meter 
quarterfinal. She had to go up 
against Chinese veteran Fan 
Kexin, who along with Russian 
Sofia Prosvirnova, crowded out 
Biney as she tried to go for the 
lead early in the race.

“I’m still in that learning pro-

cess of just trying to get back re-
ally quick because I don’t usually
get bumped in the start,” Biney
said. “I’m usually first or second. 
I’m going to have to figure out
how to get back in the rhythm.”

The 500 was Biney’s only indi-
vidual event of the games and it
left her eager for more.

“Just for next time, the next
four years, I’m going to try and
find that rhythm and keep going,” 
she said.

Arianna Fontana of Italy won
the event, making her the second
woman to claim short track med-
als at four different Olympics.

There was a photo finish for 
first involving Fontana and Choi
Min-jeong of South Korea.

In the men’s 1,000 heats,
American John-Henry Krueger 
advanced to Saturday’s quarter-
finals by winning his heat and
avoiding a collision that knocked
down two other skaters.

His teammate, J.R. Celski,
wasn’t so lucky.

The three-time Olympian was 
taken down in a three-man crash
and he needed repair work on his
right skate.   He was in contention 
early in the re-start before finish-
ing third, one spot out of advanc-
ing to the next round.

Krueger and Celski later 
teamed with Thomas Hong and 
Aaron Tran for the 5,000 relay 
heats. They finished third, rel-
egating the U.S. to the B final
four years after earning silver in
Sochi. That medal represented
the only podium finish for the 
American speedskaters — long 
track or short track — in a stun-
ning showing.

ANDY WONG/AP

John Daly of United States practices during a training run for the 
men’s skeleton in Pyeongchang, South Korea, on Tuesday.

Speedskating
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Medals table
Through Feb. 13 (26 medal events)

Nation G S B Tot
Norway 3 5 3 11
Netherlands 4 4 2 10
Canada 3 4 3 10
Germany 5 2 2 9
United States 3 1 2 6
France 2 1 2 5
OA Russia 0 1 4 5
Sweden 2 1 0 3
Italy 1 1 1 3
Japan 0 1 2 3
Austria 2 0 0 2
South Korea 1 0 1 2
Czech Republic 0 1 1 2
Finland 0 0 2 2
Australia 0 1 0 1
China 0 1 0 1
Slovakia 0 1 0 1
Switzerland 0 1 0 1
Kazakhstan 0 0 1 1 

Tuesday’s medalists
ALPINE SKIING

Men’s Combined
GOLD—Marcel Hirscher, Austria
SILVER—Alexis Pinturault, France
BRONZE—Victor Muffat Jeandet, 

France
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

Men’s Sprint Classic
GOLD—Johannes Hoesflot Klaebo, 

Norway
SILVER—Federico Pellegrino, Italy
BRONZE—Alexander Bolshunov, OA 

Russia
Women’s Sprint Classic

GOLD—Stina Nilsson, Sweden
SILVER—Maiken Caspersen Falla, Nor-

way
BRONZE—Yulia Belorukova, OA Russia

CURLING
Mixed Doubles

GOLD—Canada (Kaitlyn Lawes, John 
Morris)

SILVER—Switzerland (Jenny Perret, 
Martin Rios)

BRONZE—OA Russia (Anastasia Bry-
zgalova, Aleksandr Krushelnitckii)

LUGE
Women’s Singles

GOLD—Natalie Geisenberger, Ger-
many

SILVER—Dajana Eitberger, Germany
BRONZE—Alex Gough, Canada

SHORT TRACK SPEEDSKATING
Women’s 500

GOLD—Arianna Fontana, Italy
SILVER—Yara Van Kerkhof, Nether-

lands
BRONZE—Kim Boutin, Canada

SNOWBOARD
Women’s Halfpipe

GOLD—Chloe Kim, United States
SILVER—Liu Jiayu, China
BRONZE—Arielle Gold, United States

SPEEDSKATING
Men’s 1500

GOLD—Kjeld Nuis, Netherlands
SILVER—Patrick Roest, Netherlands
BRONZE—Kim Min Seok, South Korea

Tuesday’s results
ALPINE SKIING

Men’s Combined
(Downhill; Slalom in parentheses)

1. Marcel Hirscher, Austria, (12, 1:20.56; 
1, 45.96) 2:06.52.

2. Alexis Pinturault, France, (10, 
1:20.28; 3, 46.47) 2:06.75.

3. Victor Muffat Jeandet, France, (29, 
1:21.57; 2, 45.97) 2:07.54.

4. Marco Schwarz, Austria, (19, 1:20.98; 
5, 46.89) 2:07.87.

5. Ted Ligety, United States, (26, 
1:21.36; 4, 46.61) 2:07.97.

6. Thomas Mermillod Blondin, France, 
(17, 1:20.89; 6, 47.13) 2:08.02.

7. Kjetil Jansrud, Norway, (4, 1:19.51; 
19, 49.16) 2:08.67.

8. Stefan Hadalin, Slovenia, (21, 1:21.15; 
7, 47.79) 2:08.94.

Other U.S. Finishers
17. Bryce Bennett, United States 

(1:21.18; 48:79), 2:09.97.
36. Jared Goldberg, United States 

(1:20.02; 1:02:86), 2:22.88.
NR. Ryan Cochran-Siegle, United 

States, DNF Downhill.
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

Men’s Sprint Classic
Semifinals

Heat 1
1. Johannes Hoesflot Klaebo, Norway, 

3:06.01 (Q).
2. Federico Pellegrino, Italy, 3:06.17 

(Q).
3. Alexander Bolshunov, OA Russia, 

3:06.63 (Q).
4. Paal Golberg, Norway, 3:07.24 (Q).
5. Teodor Peterson, Sweden, 3:11.02.
6. Alexander Panzhinskiy, OA Russia, 

3:19.05.
Heat 2

1. Ristomatti Hakola, Finland, 3:09.93 
(Q).

2. Oskar Svensson, Sweden, 3:10.61 
(Q).

3. Len Valjas, Canada, 3:13.91.
4. Emil Iversen, Norway, 3:14.09.
5. Martti Jylhae, Finland, 3:14.93.
6. Baptiste Gros, France, 3:27.44.

Final
1. Johannes Hoesflot Klaebo, Norway, 

3:05.75.
2. Federico Pellegrino, Italy, 3:07.09.
3. Alexander Bolshunov, OA Russia, 

3:07.11.
4. Paal Golberg, Norway, 3:09.56.
5. Oskar Svensson, Sweden, 3:13.48.
6. Ristomatti Hakola, Finland, 3:26.47.

Women’s Sprint Classic
Semifinals

Heat 1
1. Stina Nilsson, Sweden, 3:10.52 (Q).

2. Maiken Caspersen Falla, Norway, 
3:10.55 (Q).

3. Hanna Falk, Sweden, 3:11.14 (Q).
4. Sophie Caldwell, United States, 

3:11.32.
5. Krista Parmakoski, Finland, 3:12.04.
6. Anna Dyvik, Sweden, 3:15.77.

Heat 2
1. Yulia Belorukova, OA Russia, 3:10.12 

(Q).
2. Jessica Diggins, United States, 

3:10.72 (Q).
3. Natalia Nepryaeva, OA Russia, 

3:10.72 (Q).
4. Anamarija Lampic, Slovenia, 

3:13.95.
5. Laurien Van der Graaff, Switzerland, 

3:15.65.
6. Heidi Weng, Norway, 3:16.22.

Final
1. Stina Nilsson, Sweden, 3:03.84.
2. Maiken Caspersen Falla, Norway, 

3:06.87.
3. Yulia Belorukova, OA Russia, 

3:07.21.
4. Natalia Nepryaeva, OA Russia, 

3:12.98.
5. Hanna Falk, Sweden, 3:15.00.
6. Jessica Diggins, United States, 

3:15.07.
LUGE

Women’s Singles
Final Ranking

1. Natalie Geisenberger, Germany, 
3:05.232.

2. Dajana Eitberger, Germany, 
3:05.599.

3. Alex Gough, Canada, 3:05.644.
4. Tatjana Hufner, Germany, 3:05.713.
5. Kimberley McRae, Canada, 3:05.878.
6. Erin Hamlin, United States, 3:05.912.
7. Raluca Stramaturaru, Romania, 

3:06.288.
8. Frisch Aileen, South Korea, 3:06.400.

Other U.S. Finishers
19. Summer Britcher, United States, 

3:08.334.
NR. Emily Sweeney, United States, 

DNF.
SHORT TRACK SPEEDSKATING

Women’s 500
Quarterfinals

Heat 1
1. Arianna Fontana, Italy, 43.128 (Q).
2. Yara Van Kerkhof, Netherlands, 

43.197 (Q).
3. Natalia Maliszewska, Poland, 

43.384.
NR. Marianne St-Gelais, Canada, PEN.

Heat 2
1. Elise Christie, Britain, 42.703 (Q).
2. Kim Boutin, Canada, 42.789 (Q).
3. Andrea Keszler, Hungary, 43.053.
4. Anna Seidel, Germany, 44.325.

Heat 3
1. Sofia Prosvirnova, OA Russia, 43.466 

(Q).
2. Fan Kexin, China, 43.485 (Q).
3. Han Yutong, China, 43.627.
4. Maame Biney, United States, 44.772.

Heat 4
1. Qu Chunyu, China, 42.954 (Q).
2. Choi Minjeong, South Korea, 42.996 

(Q).
3. Martina Valcepina, Italy, 43.023.
4. Petra Jaszapati, Hungary, 43.043.

Semifinals
Heat 1

1. Choi Minjeong, South Korea, 42.422 
(Q).

2. Arianna Fontana, Italy, 42.635 (Q).
3. Sofia Prosvirnova, OA Russia, 

43.219.
NR. Fan Kexin, China, PEN.

Heat 2
1. Yara Van Kerkhof, Netherlands, 

43.182 (Q).
2. Elise Christie, Britain, 43.184 (Q).
3. Kim Boutin, Canada, 43.234 (ADV).
NR. Qu Chunyu, China, PEN.

Final A
1. Arianna Fontana, Italy, 42.569.
2. Yara Van Kerkhof, Netherlands, 

43.256.
3. Kim Boutin, Canada, 43.881.
4. Elise Christie, Britain, 1:23.063.
NR. Choi Minjeong, South Korea, PEN.

SNOWBOARD
Women’s Halfpipe

Final Ranking
1. Chloe Kim, United States, (93.75; 

41.5; 98.25) 98.25.
2. Liu Jiayu, China, (85.5; 89.75; 49.0) 

89.75.
3. Arielle Gold, United States, (10.5; 

74.75; 85.75) 85.75.
4. Kelly Clark, United States, (76.25; 

81.75; 83.5) 83.5.
5. Cai Xuetong, China, (20.5; 41.25; 

76.5) 76.5.
6. Haruna Matsumoto, Japan, (70.0; 

46.25; 65.75) 70.0.
7. Queralt Castellet, Spain, (59.75; 

67.75; 43.75) 67.75.
8. Sena Tomita, Japan, (65.25; 34.5; 

60.5) 65.25.
9. Mirabelle Thovex, France, (59.5; 

30.25; 63.0) 63.0.
10. Sophie Rodriguez, France, (50.5; 

14.75; 13.75) 50.5.
11. Emily Arthur, Australia, (48.25; 9.25; 

25.0) 48.25.
12. Maddie Mastro, United States, 

(14.0; 7.5; 6.5) 14.0.
SPEEDSKATING

Men’s 1500
1. Kjeld Nuis, Netherlands, 1:44.01.
2. Patrick Roest, Netherlands, 1:44.86.
3. Kim Min Seok, South Korea, 1:44.93.
4. Haralds Silvos, Latvia, 1:45.25.
5. Takuro Oda, Japan, 1:45.44.
6. Bart Swings, Belgium, 1:45.49.
7. Sindre Henriksen, Norway, 1:45.64.
8. Joey Mantia, United States, 1:45.86.

Other U.S. Finishers
15. Brian Hansen, United States, 

1:46.44.
19. Shani Davis, United States, 1:46.74. 

Scoreboard

BY PAT GRAHAM

Associated Press

JEONGSEON, South Korea — 
Ted Ligety pondered the thought 
that Valentine’s Day marks the 
12th anniversary of earning his 
first Olympic gold medal.

“It feels like both yesterday and 
100 years ago,” the American ski 
racer said.

Beleaguered by injuries the 
past few seasons — a torn ACL 
followed by back surgery — this 
gives him another sign he’s on 
the right track: A fifth-place fin-
ish at the Pyeongchang Games 
on Tuesday in the combined, an 
event that combines the times of 
one run of downhill and another 
of slalom.

He wasn’t all that fast on the 
downhill track, which he expect-
ed since it’s not his specialty and 
it was windy. But he was much 
better in the slalom, keeping up 
with some of the best technical 
skiers in the world.

Of course, no one could catch 
Austrian great Marcel Hirscher, 

who won his first Olympic gold. 
There was a time when Ligety 
and Hirscher had a burgeon-
ing rivalry — the two of them 
often trading wins on the World 
Cup circuit. That was back when 
Ligety was healthy.

“My body breaking down 
hasn’t helped the symmetry of 
our relationship as far as ski-
ing goes,” said the 33-year-old 
Ligety, who was 1.45 seconds be-
hind Hirscher’s winning time. “I 
haven’t been able to ski at a high 
level. The last two years, I didn’t 
ski at all really. Before that, I was 
already starting to break down.

“Now I actually feel healthy 
... keep that momentum going — 
hopefully I can bring parity back 
to that.”

Taking away some positives, he 
hopes to carry it over to the super-
G and his favorite event, the giant 
slalom, where he’s the defending 
Olympic champion.

“It’s good to be able to go to bed 
happy with my performance,” 
Ligety said. 

This time a year ago, Ligety 

was healing from surgery to fix 
herniated disks. He’s only raced
in nine World Cup competitions 
this season, but finished third at
a GS race in Germany late last 
month.

Hirscher finished in 2 min-
utes, 6.52 seconds, which made 
him 0.23 seconds faster than sil-
ver medalist Alexis Pinturault 
of France. Another Frenchman,
Victor Muffat-Jeandet, was third,
more than a full second behind
Hirscher.

The 28-year-old Austrian used
a sublime slalom run on an icy 
course to rise from 12th after the 
opening downhill in the two-run
competition and added that Win-
ter Games triumph to a substan-
tial collection of accolades. He
already owned a record six con-
secutive overall World Cup titles
and four individual world cham-
pionship golds.

“I’m super happy, because now
this stupid question has gone
away,” Hirscher said, before add-
ing with gusto, “Now The Ques-
tion is Zzzzzzztt. Deleted.” 

WINTER OLYMPICS

MICHAEL PROBST/AP

The United States’ Ted Ligety skis during the downhill portion of the men’s combined on Tuesday.

Medals roundup

Associated Press

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 
— Being the best sometimes just 
makes the pressure even greater.

That was true for both Jo-
hannes Hoesflot Klaebo and 
Stina Nilsson, who came into the 
Pyeongchang Olympics as the fa-
vorites in the cross-country ski-
ing sprints.

They seem to have handled it 
just fine, though, and they both 
have a gold medal to prove it.

“It will be great to have a good 
night sleep,” Klaebo said with a 
laugh. “Now I can sleep with a big 
smile on my mouth.” 

“It’s been a lot of pressure and 
I had good help from my mom 
and dad to try to focus on what we 
were going to do,” Klaebo said. 
“To be able to win today and deal 

with pressure, it’s a big victory in 
both ways.”

 Nilsson also felt the stress, turn-
ing off her social media accounts 
and staying off the internet as the 
Winter Games approached.

 “The most pressure came from 
myself — that is the pressure I 
had to deal with. But today I man-
aged to control those feelings 
and just ski as fast as I can,” the 
Swede said. 

Jessica Diggins came up short 
in her quest to become the first 
American woman to win an Olym-
pic medal in cross-country skiing. 
She finished in sixth place, more 
than 11 seconds behind Nilsson.

“It’s a huge step forward for me 
just to make finals,” Diggins said. 
“If you would have told me at the 
beginning of the year that I would 

make the Olympic classic sprint
final I would have been like, ‘Ha,
that’s funny. Good joke!’ ”

Curling: With a triumphant hug
and fist pump, Canada won the
first-ever Olympic gold medal in
curling mixed doubles, beating 
Switzerland 10-3 on Tuesday in 
front of a roaring crowd of jubi-
lant Canadians.

The win over the defending
world champions marked a his-
toric moment for mixed doubles,
which was making its Olympic
debut at the Pyeongchang Games.
Switzerland conceded the match 
early after falling too far behind, 
reaching out to shake their oppo-
nents’ hands and prompting John
Morris to hoist Canadian team-
mate Kaitlyn Lawes into the air
with glee. 

Favorites Klaebo, Nilsson win gold

Combined shows Ligety on track
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“There is a lot of pressure re-
volving around these Games,” 
she said. “You wait for four years 
to come here and it’s definitely a 
lot of hype around a 1½, 2-hour 
time period. It’s pretty nerve-
wracking. You know you’re at the 
Olympics. It’s been a dream of 
mine since I was a little girl, to 
land a run that’s very important 
for me.”

She didn’t have to do it.
In the first of the day’s three 

runs, she flew higher than anyone 
on her opening straight air, then 
landed one 1080, and closed with 
a pair of inverted spins, each with 
well-timed, easy-to-see grabs of 
the board that the judges appreci-
ate. Her score there was a 93.75, 
which put her nearly nine points 
clear of the other 11 riders, none 
of whom cracked 90.

The rest of the day was a contest 
for second, and China’s Liu Jiayu 
won it. She said injuries made her 
reboot and reconnect with her 
love of the sport, regardless of 
the result. It will be interesting to 
see how the 25-year-old’s attitude 
shifts four years hence, at the 
Winter Olympics in Beijing.

Third place went to another 
young American: 21-year-old 
Arielle Gold, who casually an-
nounced afterward that she had 
separated her shoulder here on 
the second day of training, much 

the way she did on a practice 
run in Sochi four years ago that 
forced her to scratch from the 
competition.

“The doctors [say] that the 
more that it happens, the less im-
pactful it is,” Gold said.

That bronze-medal run pushed 
Kelly Clark — she of the one gold 
and two Olympic bronzes — into 
fourth. This was Clark’s fifth 
Olympics, and the 34-year-old 
left the halfpipe with her own 

future to consider, but knowing 
the future of the sport she helped 
bring to the masses is in very 
good hands.

“Chloe’s an outstanding snow-
boarder, but I’m more proud of 
her for how she’s handled herself 
as a person,” Clark said. ‘’She’s 
handled success and pressure 
with grace and class, and it’s 
refreshing.”

Kim’s journey included two 
years in Switzerland, where 

she lived with her aunt, learned 
French and honed her snow-
boarding skills.

Her father, Jong Jin, gave up 
his job to chase his daughter’s 
dream.

Down in the fans section, where 
Jong Jin was joined by his wife, 
Boran, along with Chloe’s two 
sisters, three aunts, two cousins, 
and her 75-year-old grandma, 
dad pointed to himself and said 
“American dream,” then let out a 
big whoop.

“I did, like, a 12-year sacrifice, 
and finally I got my reward,” he 
said. “Thank you very much [to] 
my daughter.”

She put on quite a show, and 
she will be rewarded in ways 
large and small. Heck, her Ins-
tagram following nearly doubled, 
to 350,000, since she arrived in 
South Korea — and that was be-
fore she won the gold.

But deep down, she knows 
where the real thanks belonged. 
Her way of giving it was the clas-
sic run she put down at the end.

“To just quit work and travel 
with your kid full-time, leaving 
your wife behind and really chas-
ing this dream because your kid is 
really passionate about this sport, 
I’m always so thankful for that,” 
she said. “And today, I really did 
it for my family and everything 
they’ve done for me.”

WINTER OLYMPICS

BY TERESA M. WALKER

Associated Press

GANGNEUNG, South Korea
— Jocelyne Lamoureux-Davidson
can’t remember ever scoring twice 
on the same shift. The three-time 
Olympian looking for her first gold
medal is just happy to give the
Americans a bit of a boost.

She did it in Olympic record
fashion.

Lamoureux-Davidson had
the fastest back-to-back goals in 
Olympic history, scoring 6 sec-
onds apart in the second period
as the United States shut out the 
Russians 5-0 on Tuesday night.

“I don’t know if I’ll ever come
close to that again,” Lamoureux-
Davidson said. “But we’ll see.”

Lamoureux-Davidson not only 
topped Canada’s Caroline Oul-
lette, who scored twice in 16 sec-
onds on Feb. 11, 2006, in a 16-0 
rout of Italy at Turin, but also the
men’s mark of 8 seconds apart 
held by Carl Goran Oberg of Swe-
den in 1960 at Squaw Valley.

Kacey Bellamy, who scored
the first goal of the game off a
pass from Lamoureux-Davidson,
called the record incredible.

“She works so hard on and off 
the ice, she deserves it and gave 
us a really good momentum boost
... obviously in the second period
leading into the third,” Bellamy 
said.

With the win, the Americans 
remained undefeated going into 
their early Olympic showdown
with Canada, which is also 2-0.

The Americans won eight
of the last 10 world champion-
ships, including an overtime win
over Canada last spring for their 
fourth straight title. But they are
at the Pyeongchang Games try-
ing to end a 20-year gold medal
drought. The last time these
teams met in the Olympics, Can-
ada rallied from an 0-2 deficit 
to win its fourth straight gold in
overtime in 2014 in Sochi.

Women’s hockey
 Preliminary Round

Group A
  W  L  OTW  OTL  Pts  GF  GA
Canada  2  0  0  0  6  9  1
United States  2  0  0  0  6  8  1
Finland  0  2  0  0  0  2  7
OA Russia  0  2  0  0  0  0  10

Group B
Sweden  2  0  0  0  6  10  1
Switzerland  2  0  0  0  6  11  1
Japan  0  2  0  0  0  2  5
Korea  0  2  0  0  0  0  16

Saturday, Feb. 10
Sweden 2, Japan 1
Switzerland 8, Korea 0
Sunday, Feb. 11
United States 3, Finland 1
Canada 5, Russia 0

Monday, Feb. 12
Switzerland 3, Japan 1
Sweden 8, Korea 0

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Canada 4, Finland 1
United States 5, Russia 0

Wednesday, Feb. 14
Korea vs. Japan

Thursday, Feb. 15
United States vs. Canada
Russia vs. Finland

PLAYOFF ROUND
Saturday, Feb. 17

Quarterfinals
Sunday, Feb. 18

Classification (5-8 place)
Monday, Feb. 19

Semifinals
Tuesday, Feb. 20

Seventh Place game
Fifth Place game

Thursday, Feb. 22
Bronze Medal game
Gold Medal game

BY WILL GRAVES

Associated Press

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea — The legend, the brash 
upstart and the soft-spoken prod-
igy have been circling each other 
for months, trading boundary-
pushing runs with one eye on the 
halfpipe and the other on their 
long-awaited faceoff in the South 
Korean mountains, the one for all 
the swag and an Olympic gold to 
boot.

Time to shred.
Shaun White, Australia’s Scotty 

James and Japan’s Ayumu Hira-
no delivered an epic teaser trailer 
in qualifying, setting up a finals 
showdown at Phoenix Snow Park 
on Wednesday that could deliver 
one of the defining moments of 
the Pyeongchang Olympics.

All three posted at least one run 
of 95 or better on Tuesday, well 
clear of the rest of the other nine 
men who will try to elbow their 
way onto the podium. It won’t be 
easy, not with White, James and 
Hirano pushing each other and 
their sport in the process.

White exhaled after putting up 
a 93.75 on his first run, assuring 
the two-time Olympic champion 
of a spot in the finals. The 31-year-
old elder statesmen didn’t plan on 
trying to go even bigger on his 
second run, but after watching 

James, Hirano and American 
teammate Ben Ferguson go big 
he realized he didn’t have much 
choice.

“I started seeing everybody 
putting in these great runs and I 
figured I would just kind of step 
it up and they motivated me to 
send it,” said White, whose 98.50 
second run didn’t even include a 
1440-degree jump. That’s a dou-
ble-twisting double flip (four 360-
degree body rotations in all).

Asked if he was trying to send 
a message, White shrugged and 
said no. Oh, and also yes.

“It’s like I knew I had it in me 
and I watched these young guys 
completing these amazing runs 
and it fired me up,” White said. “I 
just wanted to show this is what 
I’ve been doing my entire life and 
I’m here to put it down.”

It also means White will have 
the last run of the afternoon, a 
spot where he soared to gold in 
Turin in 2006 and Vancouver in 
2010. He didn’t even crack the top 
three in Sochi, a loss that haunted 
him at times before he hit reset 
last summer and pointed to South 
Korea.

The 19-year-old Hirano edged 
James and Ferguson at the X 
Games less than three weeks 
ago, an event White skipped after 
locking down his Olympic spot 
while drilling a perfect 100-run 

at an event earlier in January.
James expressed frustration 

over the scoring, venting shortly 
after arriving in Pyeongchang 
that he felt “a bit shafted” by the 
judges at times. The 23-year-old 
Aussie, who wears red boxing 
gloves while riding, walked back 
those comments after putting up 
a 96.75.

“I’ve talked to the judges,” 
James said. “I’m trying to be pro-
active about it more than nega-
tive. I know what I’ve got to do 
pretty much now.”

So does Hirano, who was anoint-
ed at 13 years old as White’s heir 
apparent. Now they’ll find them-
selves in the same pipe in front of 
the world.

“We two have a very similar 
level,” Hirano said. “I know what 

he does and he knows what I do.”
While there’s a chance of snow 

in the forecast, wind should be 
minimal, setting the stage for a 
show full of steez (that’s style, 
if you were wondering). Fergu-
son, who put up a 91, isn’t taking 
himself out of the conversation, 
either.

“Just got to go higher, be 
smoother, put a little extra sauce 
on there,” he said. “Maybe go for 
a little Hail Mary.” 

It might take 100 to win. It’s a 
score James kind of scoffed at, 
though one he’s not going to argue 
with if it happens to pop up next 
to his name.

“I’m not huge on the perfect 
scores but if they give one out to 
me I’ll definitely take it on the 
chin,” he said with a laugh.

US women 
shut out 
Russians

KIN CHEUNG/AP

American Shaun White led men’s halfpipe qualifying Tuesday at 
Phoenix Snow Park, putting up a 98.5 on his second run. 

White leads men’s
halfpipe qualifying

Kim: Bronze medalist Gold competed with shoulder injury

GREGORY BULL/AP

Gold medalist Chloe Kim, left, and bronze winner Arielle Gold 
celebrate after the women’s halfpipe finals on Tuesday.
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Schedule
Wednesday

United States vs. Slovenia
Slovakia vs. Russia

Thursday
Finland vs. Germany
Norway vs. Sweden
Czech Republic vs. South Korea
Switzerland vs. Canada

Friday
United States vs. Slovakia
Russia vs. Slovenia
Finland vs. Norway
Sweden vs. Germany

Saturday
Slovenia vs. Slovakia
Canada vs. Czech Republic
South Korea vs. Switzerland
Russia vs. United States

Sunday
Sweden vs. Finland
Germany vs. Norway
Czech Republic vs. Switzerland
Canada vs. South Korea

Men’s hockey

BY STEPHEN WHYNO

Associated Press

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— They trudged from their lock-
er room to the practice rink with 
expressions as blank as their 
jerseys.

The Russians enter the Olympic 
men’s hockey tournament with 
their usual businesslike fashion, 
insisting they are not bothered 
by the nondescript uniforms and 
missing coat of arms on their 
chests. They are officially “Olym-
pic Athletes from Rus-
sia” as declared by the 
International Olympic 
Committee in the dop-
ing scandal fallout, but 
this is still the same 
stoic, sometimes prickly 
group determined to win 
the gold medal.

“We’re still Team Rus-
sia,” forward Mikhail 
Grigorenko said Tues-
day. “Everybody knows 
where we’re coming 
from and they can’t take 
away who we are just 
from the jerseys and all 
that. I think we still have 
a pretty good team. We 
have one goal here: to 
win. So we’ll go out there 
and try to do everything 
we can to do that.”

From the straightfor-
ward, no-nonsense ap-
proach to the intense, 
full-speed practices, 
this is the Russian na-
tional team. The style 
of play has changed 
from the Cold War era, 
though this might as well be the 
Red Army team.

In fact, eight players come from 
CSKA Moscow, which draws its 
roots to those storied Soviet teams, 
plus 15 more from SKA Saint Pe-
tersburg, which is far and away 
the best team in the Kontinental 
Hockey League. Having 21 of 22 
skaters from the same two teams 
also gives the Russians the kind 
of chemistry that marked those 
dominant teams of the past — a 
chemistry most other teams in 
the Olympics don’t have.

“You play with a lot of the guys 
on the same team so you move bet-

ter with them on the ice,” forward
Sergei Shirokov said. “Everyone
understands each other perfectly. 
There is a good atmosphere in the
team now.”

It’s a familiar atmosphere. Even 
though former NHL players Ilya 
Kovalchuk, Pavel Datsyuk and
Slava Voynov are the only players 
back from the group that disap-
pointed on home ice in Sochi, the 
style of play and the trademark
Russian firepower is there.

“We’re going to skate with the 
puck pretty hard, not play in D-

zone,” former Detroit 
Red Wings and Toronto 
Maple Leafs defense-
man Alexei Marchenko
said. “Try to play in O-
zone, out-shift the guys,
so just keep the puck in
O-zone, shoot more.”

Kovalchuk believes 
the power play will be
the key, and it’s still 
dangerous even with-
out Alex Ovechkin and 
Evgeni Malkin, who 
are missing the Olym-
pics along with all other
NHL players. Russia 
does few things better
than developing offen-
sively gifted forwards,
and top Minnesota Wild
prospect Kirill Kapr-
izov is the latest off that 
assembly line.

There are questions
about goaltending. Vet-
eran Vasily Koshech-
kin will get the nod in 
the opener Wednesday
against Slovakia over 
New York Rangers

top goaltending prospect Igor
Shestyorkin and Islanders top
prospect Ilya Sorokin, though
either 22-year-old could become
the starter at some point.

And again there’s pressure 
because the Russians are the fa-
vorites in the absence of NHL
players.

“Maybe it’s a little less pres-
sure because we don’t play at
home, but we’ll see,” Kovalchuk
said. It’s always pressure on the
Russian team. The fans expect a
lot .” 
AP Sports Writer James Ellingworth 
contributed.

BY STEPHEN WHYNO

Associated Press

GANGNEUNG, South Korea

Mark Arcobello had a 
choice between shut-
tling to and from 
the minor leagues in 

North America and taking his tal-
ents to Europe.

Arcobello, who went to Europe 
for a year for some stability be-
fore the NHL decided not to par-
ticipate in the Olympics, said he is 
glad he took the path less traveled 
because it helped him make the 
U.S. national team.

“This opportunity kind of so-
lidifies that I made the right de-
cision,” said Arcobello, who spent 
time with the Edmonton Oilers, 
Nashville Predators, Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Arizona Coyotes and 
Toronto Maple Leafs organiza-
tions. “It’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity and if I’d still be 
going up and down between the 
minors and NHL right now, I’d be 
probably regretting it and wish-
ing that I had left.”

Arcobello is one of the poster 
boys for this unpredictable, wide-
open Olympic men’s hockey tour-
nament that begins Wednesday 
with the U.S. against Slovenia 
and Russia playing Slovakia. 
Even though current NHL play-
ers aren’t taking part, 94 of the 
300 Olympians have played at 
least one NHL game and every 
country has at least one former 
player.

“People say the NHL’s not here, 
but it’s all NHL talent,” U.S. de-
fenseman James Wisniewski said. 
“Maybe it’s not the All-Star talent 

that they’re looking at like a Pat-
rick Kane or (Jonathan) Toews or 
(Ryan) Getzlaf — those kind of 
guys. But it’s still NHL talent. It’s 
just the guys that you really never 
heard of because they decided to 
take the European route.”

A lot of them took the Europe-
an route. Players at the Olympics 
come from 19 different profes-
sional leagues based in 13 coun-
tries plus the NCAA and Korea 
Armed Forces Athletic Corps.

Canada has 23 former NHL 
players and the U.S. 16, down to 
Norway and South Korea with 
two and Slovenia one. Russia 
might have the two best former 
NHL stars in Ilya Kovalchuk and 
Pavel Datsyuk, and Finland the 
best goaltender now who played 
in the NHL in Mikko Koskinen.

It’s an NHL tournament. Just 
of the past and future.

“Everybody has a lot of talent 
here,” said Kovalchuk, who leads 
the favored Russians after play-
ing for the Atlanta Thrashers and 
New Jersey Devils. “We have a 
great team. There are five, six 
teams I think that are in the same 
level who’s got a lot of young kids 
who will be future NHLers, too.”

Soon-to-be NHL talent is ev-
erywhere. Sweden defenseman 
Rasmus Dahlin is expected to be 
the No. 1 pick in June, and U.S. 
college players Jordan Greenway 
and Ryan Donato, Finland defen-
seman Miro Heiskanen and for-
ward Eeli Tolvanen, and Russia 
forward Kirill Kaprizov should 
be there in no time.

Combine that young skill with 
over 17,000 games of NHL ex-
perience, and players expect the 
quality of hockey to be better 
than expected.

“I think it’s going to shock some 
people,” said U.S. defenseman 
Bobby Sanguinetti, who played 
for the New York Rangers and 
Carolina Hurricanes. “Obviously 
with the NHL current players not 
coming, it’s a little bit of a differ-
ent scenario, but there’s a lot of 
great players here that are excited 
to show what they can bring to the 
team and with the opportunity to 
play on the big stage and actually 
compete for a medal.”

Germany coach Marco Sturm, 
who played 938 regular-season 
and 68 playoff games in the NHL, 
said everyone will treat it the 
same because “there is still gold, 
silver and bronze.” 
AP Sports Writer James Ellingworth 
contributed.

KIICHIRO SATO/AP

United States goalie Brandon Maxwell, center, reaches for a puck as Jordan Greenway, left, and Ryan 
Donato watch during practice last week in Gangneung, South Korea.

Tournament full of past, future NHL talent

And so it begins

Russians resemble
old national teams

JULIO CORTEZ/AP

Ilya Kovalchuk, of the team from Russia, previously played in the 
NHL for the Atlanta Thrashers and the New Jersey Devils.

‘ We’re 
still Team 
Russia. 
Everybody 
knows 
where 
we’re
coming 
from and 
they can’t 
take away 
who we 
are just 
from the 
jerseys 
and all 
that. ’

Mikhail 
Grigorenko
Team Russia

forward
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American Chloe Kim soars above 
the halfpipe at Phoenix Snow Park 

on Tuesday in the women’s halfpipe 
finals in Pyeongchang, South Korea. 

KIN CHEUNG/AP

BY EDDIE PELLS

Associated Press

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — Chloe Kim 
stamped her name on a new era of snowboarding 
with a run down the halfpipe that, officially, did 
not mean anything. To her, it meant everything.

The Olympic gold medal was already hers but 
she knew she could do better. So she cinched on 
her gloves, cranked up “Motorsport” on her iPod, 
said “This one’s for you, Grams” — a shout-out 
to her South Korean grandmother, who was 
watching her in person for the first time — and 
dropped into the halfpipe to make history.

On the last run of Tuesday’s sun-splashed 
final, Kim hit back-to-back 1080-degree spins 
on her second and third jumps — repeating a 
combination no other woman has ever done in 
a competition.

She landed them squarely, sent her already 
super-hyped family at the bottom into overdrive, 
scored a 98.5 and sent out the message that 

everyone from grandma to those at the roots of 
this sport love to hear: ‘’I knew I wasn’t going to 
be completely satisfied taking home the gold, but 
knowing that I could’ve done better.”

The 17-year-old from California made it look 
easy, but only afterward did she concede how 
difficult the past several months have been. Her 
story has been told and sold and marketed for 
gold: Her parents both emigrated to the United 
States from South Korea, and though it was 
more coincidence than any grand plan, Kim mak-
ing her Olympic debut in the country where her 
family was from set up a sure path to stardom in 
the halfpipe and beyond.

She has commanded the progression in wom-
en’s snowboarding for at least two years now, 
and it was hard to imagine anyone beating her 
on the sport’s biggest stage, at her official com-
ing-out party. But halfpipes are hard, the snow is 
slippery and nothing is for sure.
SEE KIM ON PAGE 30

Unstoppable
California teen Kim dominates field
to claim gold in women’s halfpipe

Wednesday’s medals
Alpine skiing: Women’s slalom
Biathlon: Women’s 15km individual
Luge: Doubles
Nordic combined: Normal hill
Snowboard: Men’s halfpipe
Speedskating: Women’s 1,000m

‘It’s the players’ team’
Kerr turns over coaching duties 

in rout of Suns  »  Page 25

Army’s Sweeney crashes 
out in luge run  »  Page 27

USA’s Ligety pleased with 
fi fth in combined  »  Page 29

US women shut out OAR 
in hockey  »  Page 30


